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Cowethas Kernewek Loundres

Deadline for
the next Newsletter

is

5th February
Please send all
contributions to
The Editor at the
address on the

back page

Visit to The Geffrye
Museum
Saturday 3rd December
2016
Meet 11.15am

New Year’s Lunch
Saturday 7th January
2017
12 noon

(Possible) St Pi-
ran’s Day Celebra-
tion
Saturday 4th March
2017

131st Anniversary
Dining Event
Saturday 18th March
2017
12 noon

Family History Day
with AGM and Trel-
awny Lecture
Saturday 22nd April
2017

Further details of
these events can be
found on page 2

www.londoncornish.co.uk

It is hard to believe that 2016 is almost over
but shop shelves filled with Christmas
goodies, cooler temperatures outside and
shorter days confirm that Christmas and
New Year are just around the corner.
2016 has been an interesting year for the
LCA as we introduced two big changes to
our social programme. The first of these
was the change to our Annual Dining Event.
Previously we have celebrated with a din-
ner but this year, in response to member
requests, we switched to a lunch. This was
very successful and so will be repeated in
2017. We look forward to seeing many of
you at this event in March.
The second big change was to include the
AGM and Trelawny Lecture in the pro-
gramme for the April Family History Day.

This meant much better attendance at the
AGM/Trelawny Lecture and feedback was
positive. In view of this, we will repeat the
arrangement in 2017.
Since the last newsletter, we have had
another very successful Family History
Day, with two excellent speakers – on unu-
sual and very interesting topics. Our next
social event is a visit to the Geffrye Museum
on 3rd December. This opportunity came
up recently, hence the late notice. We hope
to get this newsletter to you in time to give
you the details. Some of you may already
have found the information on the LCA
website. It should be a good event. The
museum is a timeline of English homes
through history. What makes it particularly
interesting at this time of the year is that the
rooms will be decorated as they would have
been for Christmas in the different time
periods. The museum has a good restau-
rant where some of us will go for lunch
during the visit.
Our following event is the New Year’s
Lunch on 7th January. This is always a very
popular event and we will meet, once again
at our regular watering hole, Penderel’s
Oak in Holborn. We look forward to seeing
many of you there.
Just enough space left now to wish you all
a very blessed Christmas and a happy new
year.
Kernow bys vyken

Oops...Blame it on the piskies!
We apologise for a couple of errors which appeared in the LCA’s Autumn newsletter.
Embarrassingly, we reported incorrectly that the London Cornish RFC won the County
Championship in May when, in fact it was the Cornwall National/County Team. Apologies
to both teams for this error.
And, if that was not enough, we gave you the wrong venue
for the Old Elthamians match. They were playing at Eltham
College and not at Sidcup as given in the list of fixtures.
We hope that no one went to the wrong venue and apolo-
gise to anyone who was inconvenienced by this.
We apologise again for these errors and hope that after
this, those piskies will leave us alone!

Nadelik Lowen ha Blydhen Nowydh Da

Nativity scene in the parish church in St
Just, West Penwith
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Visit to The Geffrye Museum
Saturday 3rd December 2016
Time: 11.15am
Entrance to the Museum is free.
We thought it would be nice to spend some time with LCA
friends before Christmas, visiting a special museum and,
enjoying a lunch together in the restaurant.  You will be
free to wander around on your own of course or join with
others from the LCA.
Getting there: The nearest underground stations are:
Liverpool Street then bus either 149 or 242 or a 20 minute
walk or Old Street (Subway 2) then bus 243  or 15 minute
walk. Overground Station: Hoxton. The nearest train
station is: Liverpool Street.
Contact: If you would like to join us for lunch, please
contact Jackie Trembath – Tel: 020 77386795. Email:
jackietrembath@sky.com.  She will then book a table.
For further information on the museum, visit their website:
www.geffrye-museum.org.uk
This museum has a strong Cornish link. It is housed in
some old almshouses which were built in 1714 as the
result of a bequest by Sir Robert Geffrye. He was born at
Landrake and came to London at the age of 16. The
purpose of the almshouses was to provide homes for ‘poor
people of good character over the age of fifty-six’, mainly
widows of ironmongers.
We look forward to seeing you on the 3rd December.

New Year’s Lunch
Saturday 7th January 2017
Time: 12 noon
This event will be held at one of our favourite (and easy to
get to) London watering holes, Penderel’s Oak in Holborn.

Venue: Penderel’s Oak, 283-288 High Holborn, London,
WC1V 7HP
Getting there: The nearest tube stations are Holborn or
Chancery Lane on the Central �ine. Holborn is also on
the Piccadilly line.
Contact: Liz Broekmann   Tel: 0203 6386817 (Please
leave a message) or Email: lizbroek@tiscali.co.uk

(Possible)St Piran’s Day Event
Saturday 4th March 2017
Historically, the LCA has not marked St Piran’s Day
with any special event, mainly because of its proxim-
ity to the Annual Dinner (now Lunch). Council thinks
that the time may now have come to hold an event
where One and All can celebrate this important
Cornish day together.
If you have eny suggestions for celebrating this day,
please email them to lca@londoncornish.co.uk.

Meanwhile, make sure you save the date. We will
publish details as they become available.
131st Anniversary Dining Event at Amba Hotel
(previously the Thistle Hotel), Marble Arch
18th March 2017
Time: 12.00pm
As last year’s Event was such a success, we are continu-
ing with a Luncheon in 2017. This event replaces our
traditional Annual Dinner, in response to requests from
several members who find it challenging to be out late at
night and would prefer a lunchtime gathering. It will begin
with a reception in the Marylebone Room at 12.00 with
lunch following at 13.00 in the Bond Street Room.
Principal Speaker:   Mr Peter Chalkley, Secretary of the
London Cornish Pilot Gig Association

PRICE:                                  £37.50 per person

We hope that you will join us at what promises to be a
most enjoyable event.!

Family History Day and AGM/Trelawny Lecture
Saturday 22nd April 2017

Details will follow in the newsletter and on the web-
site - www.londoncornish.co.uk

A warm welcome is extended to non-members who would like to attend any of the
London Cornish Association  events.

Menu
Roasted Tomato Soup with creme fraiche and tarragon

~oo~
Slow braised Beef blade, horseradish mash, butter

spinach and red wine jus
Vegetarian Option

Roast butternut squash, beetroot and quinoa warm salad
~oo~

Apple and Blueberry Crumble with creme anglaise

A New Membership Secretary for the LCA

After many years on Council, our Membership Secre-
tary, Graham Pearce, feels the time has come for him
to step down. He has provided an invaluable service
over the years and will be missed.
We are fortunate that Carol Goodwin has kindly volun-
teered to step into Graham’s shoes. Please now direct
all membership matters to her. Her contact details are
as follows:

The Membership Secretary
Ms. Carol Goodwin

‘Chynoweth, 1a, Dunwich Road
BEXLEYHEATH, Kent, DA7 5EW

Email: lca@londoncornish.co.uk
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News of Past Events

Family History Day
As our usual venue was unavailable because of building
works, our October Family History Day was held at the
Covent Garden Dragon Hall Trust, a building tucked away
from the hustle and bustle of Holborn.
The convenors, Carol and Gill worked hard to put together
a fascinating programme which was greatly enjoyed by
the members and friends of the LCA. The following reports
give an insight into the interesting talks we heard.

Cornwall and the Capital – a talk given by Sam
Drake
Sam Drake came to us, via the London Cornish Associa-
tion website, asking if he could present a talk focusing on
14th and early 15th Century Cornwall and its relation with
the City of London. So the date was fixed for the 15th
October.
Firstly, Sam provided a brief overview of both regions (i.e.
Cornwall and London). He then went on to consider the
links generated between London and Cornwall by tin and
pewter production. The next topic considered was the
Cornish gentry’s social and economic activities in London.
Sam gave an analysis of a variety of Cornish Wills which
remembered London parishes and people and afterwards
gave examples of a number of Londoners’ Wills which
remembered Cornish institutions.
 Finally, he gave two brief biographies: one of William
Olyver, a Cornishman in Richard II’s London, and the
other of John Colshull, a Londoner in Richard II’s Cornwall
– which highlighted the interactions between the two are-
as. In short, while Cornwall was both distant and distinc-
tive, numerous and remarkably strong social and
economic links connected the county to the Capital in the
later Middle Ages.
Sam was so enthusiastic about the subject and this,
together with his slides – which included Tintagel and the
King Arthur legend as well as King Richard lll, the Black
Prince - gave those who attended a very good account of
the medieval links between Cornwall and London.
There were a number of questions after the talk and the
feedback from members was excellent.
Sam is currently studying for a PhD at the University of
London. We wish him the very best for this and the future.
Carol Goodwin

History of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission – a talk by Dr Jolanta Jagiello
Dr Jolanta Jagiello is an academic, artist and independent
curator. She is currently the arts curator at Nunhead
Cemetery in London and, in association with Friends of
Nunhead Cemetery is organising a five year programme
of public art exhibitions commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the First World War (1914-1918).
Her Talk celebrated the huge achievement of Sir Fabian
Ware who founded the Graves Registration Commission
in WW1. It was renamed the Imperial War Graves Com-
mission in 1917.

By 1918, the Commission had identified some 587,000
graves and a further 559,000 casualties which were regis-
tered as having no known grave. It continued its work in
WW2.
In the 1960’s the name of the Commission changed again
- to Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC),
the name by which we know it today.
Dr Jolanta gave slide examples of the layouts of the War
Graves which showed the types of design and spacing of
Headstones, the greenery to be used, the Cross of Sacri-
fice and the War Stone. Also the type of visitors’ seating
along the hedges etc.
In 1929 came the first illustrated guide to cemeteries and
monuments of the First World War.
There was an example of Falmouth Cemetery. Falmouth
was a drifter base in January 1915 and in 1918 a centre
for ship repairs. 86 WW1 burials including two unidentified
firemen from the SS ‘Clan Cumming’, which was attacked
by a German submarine in the English Channel on 5th
November 1917, with the loss of 13 lives. Then in WW2
Falmouth was a Naval Base, Royal Navy Air Station, with
a Military Hospital. There is a War Graves plot containing
74 of the 111 WW2 burials.
Other slides followed of Kanchanaburi War Cemetery
which was built in 1956 and where victims of the ‘Death
Railway’ are buried. Of the 12,800 Prisoners of War
(POWs) who perished, 6,982  are buried.
This was a very interesting subject and there were so
many questions at the end of the talk. For me, I decided I
will definitely make a visit to Nunhead Cemetery!
Carol Goodwin

____________________________________________________________________________________

London Cornish Association Shield
Presentation
In the Autumn newsletter we announced that LCA mem-
ber Lorna Leadbetter had been awarded the LCA Shield
for Outstanding Services to Cornwall and Cornish People.
Unfortunately, Lorna was unable to go to St Keverne to
receive the award and so it was presented to her during
the Family History Day by LCA Chairman, Francis Dun-
stan. We again congratulate Lorna on this well deserved
award.

2016 Shield winner Lorna Leadbetter (on right) with
two earlier winners - Kath Slatter and Tony Wakeham
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Bishop Trelawny’s Coffin Plate stolen
Cornish cousins will be shocked to hear of the recent theft
of the name plate from Bishop Jonathan Trelawny’s coffin.
The 300 year old name plate, which had been removed
from the coffin in the in the 19th century, was on display in
St Nun Church, Pelynt
Carol Vivian, Chairman of the Cornish Association of
Local Historians lives near Pelynt and it was she who
reported the theft after noticing a gap on the wall where it
had been mounted.
The motive for the theft is unknown but police are investi-
gating.
The Bishop who was buried in the church in 1721 is one
of Cornwall’s iconic heroes. He and six other bishops
petitioned against James ll’s Declaration of Indulgence in
1667. This led to their being charged with seditious libel
and imprisoned in the Tower of London. He remained in
the Tower for three weeks before being tried and acquit-
ted. He is immortalised in the Cornish Anthem, Trelawny.

Grand Bard expresses deep concern over
proposed Devonwall
The Grand Bard of Cornwall has expressed deep concern
over the proposed Bideford, Bude and Launceston Parlia-
mentary Constituency.
This proposal ignores Cornwall’s history, culture, distinct
constitutional status and 1000 year old border, said the
Grand Bard today in an open letter to Chris Skidmore MP,
Minister for the Constitution, following an announcement
by the Boundary Commission for England.
Importantly, it also contradicts the Government’s official
recognition in 2014 of the Cornish as a National Minority
alongside Wales and Scotland.
Urging an immediate change to the legislation which has
tied the hands of the Boundary Commission, the Grand
Bard has expressed deep concern that the proposal also
undermines the democratic process enshrined in Cornwall
Council’s Devolution Deal agreed only recently with HM
Government.
I believe it would be relatively straightforward for central
government to change this legislation, said the Grand
Bard, and I would strongly encourage all those who love
Cornwall to write to their local MP urging this simple
change.
Only a few months ago, the Government agreed ‘emer-
gency’ legislation to extend the deadline for people seek-
ing to register to vote in the referendum on the European
Union following the failure of it’s registration website.
The legislation has been drawn up based on statistics
which are totally inconsistent with the Government’s rec-
ognition of the Cornish under the 2014 European Frame-
work Convention for National Minorities.
A simple amendment would restore consistency and rec-
ognition under the Framework Convention and still be
within the spirit of the Constituencies Act.
Delia Brotherton
Gorsedh Kernow Communications Officer

Grand Bard leads the call for Boundary
Commission to protect Cornwall’s identity
I appreciate that our English neighbours are sometimes
unfamiliar with Cornish cultural tradition said Grand Bard
Merv Davey, so a quick explanation may be necessary.
Beginning his presentation in Lys Kernow to the Boundary
Commission’s two day public consultation, Dr Davey ex-
pressed deep concern for the proposed changes to parlia-
mentary constituencies in Cornwall.
The aim of Gorsedh Kernow is to celebrate and promote
Cornwall as a Celtic nation in a civic and cultural capacity.
We are very concerned that the proposed Devonwall
constituency devalues this identity and submit that Corn-
wall’s integrity should be maintained by having a cotermin-
ous border with the Parliamentary constituency
boundaries.
Pointing out obvious discrepancies in Government policy
he maintained that the case for Cornwall to be treated as
a discrete entity is based on history, cultural identity and
modern democracy.

We welcome the following new members who have
recently joined the LCA:

Jeremy Rogers from Mullion and
now living in Sandhurst, Berkshire,

Mark Edwards, member by descent,
living in Chertsey, Surrey.

Do you know anyone who has Cornish connections –
whether by birth, descent or marriage? Or who has a
passion for Cornwall? Why not encourage them to join
the LCA? They can obtain an application form from:
The Membership Secretary
Ms. Carol Goodwin, ‘Chynoweth’, 1a, Dunwich Road,
BEXLEYHEATH, Kent, DA7 5EW
or on the website: www.londoncornish.co.uk

St Nun Church, Pelynt where Bishop Trelawny was
christened and buried.
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Our case is strongly supported by recognition of the Cor-
nish under the Framework Convention for the Protection
of National Minorities endorsed by the UK Government in
2014 which, I would strongly argue, supercedes the status
of the Parliamentary and Voting System and Constituen-
cies Act of 2011.
Leading the call for 5 Cornish MPs, the Grand Bard insist-
ed that Cornwall was being arbitrarily and unnecessarily
dismembered in order to balance the numbers.
There are no cross-border boundaries recommended for
Wales or Scotland, said Dr Davey, even though the Euro-
pean Framework Convention affords us the same status
as the UK’s other Celtic people, the Scots, the Welsh and
the Irish.
The Grand Bard went on to express dismay at the re-
sponse received on the same day from HM Government
following the recent petition to restore funding for the
Cornish language.
The Government is in breach of its responsibilities under
these international treaties and Gorsedh Kernow urges
Cornwall Council to make representations to Government
to right this wrong against an ancient nation of the British
Isles.
Delia Brotherton
Gorsedh Kernow Communications Officer

Unplug and recharge; Cornwall does
#bleisure.
In a time when constant connectivity means people never
really get away from work, Cornwall has seen a rise in the
number of #bleisure travelers – those who combine busi-
ness and leisure. The wild coast has become a mecca for
those who want to make the most of their holiday time and
find a work life balance that suits them.
With its healthy attitude towards lifestyle working and
innovation, plus its status as the second fastest growing
tech hub in the UK, superfast broadband connectivity and
inspirational natural setting, Cornwall, seen as the Califor-
nia of the UK, makes the perfect base for those who are
keen to mix work and leisure.
Blue sky thinking is at its best staring out at the waters for
inspiration. Newquay does a fantastic job of recognising
this and catering to those who want more “life” out of work.
The town has a vibrant independent café culture, perfect
for laptop workers who want to focus without being hur-
ried, sip then surf to achieve a balance that enables them
creative freedom out of the office whilst also spending time
in the UK’s top holiday destination.
It’s in the commuter zone with easy access and great train
and motorway links, Newquay Airport is also the fastest
growing airport in the UK with direct year round flights
coming in from London, Manchester, Leeds, Belfast City,
Edinburgh, Newcastle, Birmingham, London Stansted,
Aberdeen, Doncaster, Glasgow and Liverpool.
Business travelers bringing the family along can crack on
with their work during the day and play in the evenings.
The Esplanade Hotel in Newquay, for example, is kitted
out to keep the kids entertained with adventurous activities
indoor and outdoors and at the beach, which is located
opposite the hotel.

For those wanting adults only time and space, The Fistral
Beach Hotel and Spa offer getaways that inspire down-
time, providing the quiet and calm of a holiday that is
perfect for Bleisure travelers who need to step away from
it all, yet need facilities that enable them to make a video
conference call or essential skype meeting. With a ‘work
hard, play hard’ ethos the hotel encourages #bleisure
travelers to leave their tablets in the room and refresh in
the Cornish sea breeze, allowing for greater clarity for
those impending business matters.
Cornwall has noticed an increase in flexible working office
facilities open to all, creative spaces small and large. Most
recently Mor Workspace open its doors, set over 18,000
square ft, and over 2 floors, it offers Oceanside freelanc-
ers, entrepreneurs, start-ups a non-intimidating working
environment that constantly nurtures innovation, creativity
and wellbeing.
Matt Miller says “There are lots of company reps or con-
sultants who just need a desk for a few hours, or people
on holiday down here who need to log-in and crack on with
some tasks for a few hours or a few days, and we’ve got
that space and those vital facilities for them.  Inspirational
surroundings, great coffee, Wi-Fi, desks and space – plus
the team here to make everything run smoothly”
Malcolm Bell, head of Visit Cornwall says: “We understand
the modern working family needs quality time together, as
well as being Britain’s top tourist destination for holidays
Cornwall can satisfy all their needs.”
Excessenergycomms

Moved Recently?

Do we have your correct
email and snail-mail
addresses? Please let us
know if you change any
of your details.
Contact the Membership
Secretary on
lca@londoncornish.co.uk

Photo: excessenergycomms
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The secrets of Tintagel start to be revealed
In early August a three week archaeological dig at Tintagel
Castle came to an end. These excavations formed the first
part of a five year long English Heritage project which
seeks to identify and examine some of the original build-
ings on the site. It is estimated that approximately 100
buildings were in existence when the site was occupied
between the 5th and 7th centuries.
The current research project hopes to find answers to
several burning questions – the exact dates the site was
occupied, why it was abandoned, what activities were
being carried out and what the buildings looked like and
were used for.
Earlier excavations at Tintagel revealed the outlines of
some buildings and also unearthed a variety of items
which would have been used in daily life – sherds of
amphorae, pieces of plates and bowls, fragments of deco-
rated glass vessels. Many of these items were not from
Cornwall and provide evidence that the people living on
Tintagel at that time were trading with the Mediterranean
world. The Tintagel site is particularly rich in these finds
suggesting that it was a high status settlement.

These are not the first excavations to take place at
Tintagel but digging on this occasion took place in two
previously unexcavated areas - one on the southern ter-
races and one on the eastern side of the headland. These
areas were identified following geophysical surveys earlier
this year which found the outlines of buildings.
Now that the first excavations of this project have been
completed, the team will focus on analysing the finds and,
based on the results, will make the decision on where to
dig next summer.
You can find pictures of the excavation as well as a
reconstruction of what it is thought the 6th century settle-
ment looked like on the English Heritage blog -
http://blog.english-heritage.org.uk/discoveries-
excavations-tintagel-castle/
Further information can be found on the website of the
Cornwall Archaeological Unit -
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/council-and-
democracy/council-news-room/media-releases/news-
from-2016/news-from-july-2016/cornwall-archaeological-
unit-to-help-unearth-the-secrets-of-tintagel-castle/

Digging up the secrets - two trenches on the south terrace.
Photo : English Heritage

Shout for Trelawny
Pubs around Cornwall are starting to prepare for the 2017 Trelawny Shout on St Piran’s Day. This is an important
fundraising event during which about £10k is raised for the Cornwall Community Foundation – all money which is used
to help causes in Cornwall.
A ‘shout’ is the term used for Cornish pub singing. The Trelawny Shout entails a mass singing of Cornwall’s anthem
at 9pm on St Piran’s Day in pubs far and wide across the county as well as beyond the Tamar.
If you know of any pubs in the London area which are participating in this event, please let us know so that we can
publicise it on our website (www.londoncornish.co.uk) Alternatively, if you are lucky enough to be in Cornwall for St
Piran’s Day, do go to a pub and join in the fun. You will find a list of participating pubs on the Cornwall Community
Foundation website (http://www.cornwallfoundation.com/trelawny-shout.html) closer to the time.
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Gorsedh Kernow announces host town for
2017
In years gone by this was the furthest into Cornwall that
officers of the crown felt safe to venture, said the Grand
Bard of Cornwall, Merv Davey, Telynor an Weryn  and
since that time this splendid town has continued to live up
to its motto of loyalty.
The Grand Bard’s words were spoken as a joint declara-
tion with town mayor Cllr Brian Hogan that the North
Cornwall town of Launceston would host the 2017
Gorsedh Kernow Esedhvos Festival of Cornish Culture
and bardic ceremony.
We are delighted that the bards of the Cornish Gorsedd
have accepted our invitation to hold their celebrations here
next year, said Cllr Hogan, especially in the 100th anniver-
sary year of the birth of bard Charles Causley, Morvarth,
teacher, writer, revered poet and son of Launceston.
Accepting the invitation on behalf of fellow bards, Dr
Davey expressed a wish for openness and decisiveness
among Cornish people as they grapple with the issues
facing a modern Cornwall.
We are faced with an ever increasing threat to our pre-
cious Cornish culture, said the Grand Bard, and we face
one of our toughest challenges persuading the govern-
ment to Keep Kernow Whole by agreeing to the smallest
of changes to legislation.
Pointing out the obvious contradiction by Government of
Cornwall’s official recognition in 2014 of the Cornish as a
National Minority alongside Wales and Scotland, the may-
or of Launceston made his views plain.
The people of Cornwall have fought long and hard to
preserve their sense of identity. They are not keen on
centuries of history being pushed aside because of Gov-
ernment red tape. There’s a lot of anger around here.
Cornwall is passionate about its own identity said mayor
Cllr Brian Hogan.
Launceston has always worn its Cornishness with pride,
he continued, and as a town at the very edge of these
potentially catastrophic changes to our 1000 year old
border with England we wholeheartedly echo the words of
the Grand Bard.
Delia Brotherton
Gorsedh Kernow Communications Officer

Kresen Kernow acquires the Garstin papers
Thanks to funding from The Arts Council England/V&A
Purchase Grant Fund, The Cornwall Heritage Trust and
the Friends of the National Libraries, Kresen Kernow has
been able to purchase the Garstin family archive which
consists of the personal and artistic papers of Norman
Garstin (1847-1926) and his three children - Crosbie Gars-
tin (1887-1930), Denis Garstin (1890-1918), and Alethea
Garstin (1894-1978) and is a rich resource for understand-
ing the lives of an exceptionally gifted family.
Norman Garstin was an Irish artist, teacher, art critic and
journalist who was associated with the Newlyn School of
painters
This archive collection consists of over one thousand
letters written by family members, from the love letters of
Norman and his wife Dochie before their marriage, to
letters between parents and children. The messages are
affectionate, sharing family jokes and including poems
and sketches.
The family lived in Penzance for over seventy years and
the collection reveals the ways in which life has changed
and evolved in West Cornwall from Victorian and Edward-
ian times, through two World Wars to the post-war era,
particularly from the perspective of the creative community.
The team at the Record Office are now working to make
the collection accessible for research.

Have You Ever Thought?
The following extract is from the newsletter of the Cornish
Association of Victoria, Australia

Have you ever thought of what will happen to all of your
genealogical research after you have left this planet?
I recently listened to a Legacy Webinar called ’After You’re
Gone: Future Proofing Your Genealogy Research.’ This
was given by Thomas MacEntee, one of Legacy’s popular
presenters. He commenced by reading a story by Michael
John Neill titled Cleaning Mother’s House  -
http://www.rootdig.com/adn/cleaningmothershouse.html
Thomas told us that we need to take an inventory of our
genealogical research - now.

� List our Hard copy items and Digital items.
� Make a codicil to your will to ensure your family

do the right thing by you - examples can be
found by googling.

� Back up your data.
� Make sure you transfer information and photos

from CD’s to the latest technology.
� Talk to your family members about your inten-

tions and who will take over your research.
� Do you wish to donate it to a library? Will they

want it? Talk to them, and maybe donate it now.
� Place your info online using a blog or website.

Not everyone will wish to join Ancestry to find the
family.

� Write your life story now - sometimes we are so
busy researching our ancestors that we forget
about ourselves.

� One other point is to ensure that someone in
your family knows which sites you have sub-
scribed to and know a password for it. They can

Launceston Castle which has played an important role in
Cornish history



8

then ensure you are unsubscribed from that site
and that your account is not debited forever.

� Maybe your Facebook page can become your
memorial.

� Something else I read this week - do not leave all
your family stories on Legacy or Ancestry or oth-
er Family History programs. Write them and print
them out in book form - the same goes for your
Life story.

� Make sure your family know where to look?
Di Christensen

London Cornish Pilot Gig Club Supports
Young People In East London
LCA members who attended the Midsummer Lunch in
July had the pleasure of a visit to the Richmond Rowing
Club which was having a Cornish Day. Here they met up
with Peter Chalkley, Secretary of the London Cornish Pilot
Gig Club whom we had first met when he was a guest at
our Annual Dining Event in March. He will be our guest
speaker at the 2017 event when we hope he will tell us
more about the formation of the Club and its aims. .
The London Cornish Pilot Gig Club is being set up in
Newham to provide a unique resource in one of the under-
privileged areas of London. In order to carry out their aims,
they are busy fundraising for a gig and recently submitted
an application to the AVIVA Community Fund. This gives
a good overview of the background, aims and objectives
of the club:
Description
One of the continuing legacies of London 2012 is a huge
demand for rowing in the Olympic boroughs themselves.
Inspired by the rowing feats of Team GB East Londoners
are keen to give rowing a go but there simply aren’t
enough clubs and boats to get them exercising on the
water. Because of this unmet demand to row, East London
is now one of British Rowing’s (the sport’s governing body)
three key strategic focus areas.
The London Cornish Pilot Gig Club is the first of its kind in
London, bringing traditional Cornish wooden gig rowing
(which incidentally is now the fastest growing type of
rowing in the UK!) to the capital. The club is setting up in
Newham, one of the Olympic boroughs and also one of
London’s most deprived, to give Londoners the chance to
give it a go.
And why wouldn’t they? The boats are big and stable,
suitable for all abilities and fitness levels; the sport is one
of the few that attracts more women than men and it
doesn’t come with the elitist label that other rowing forms
tend to – it’s appealing and accessible to all. Our subs are
affordable, working out at £10 a month. We started up with
a single second-hand gig, but urgently need to purchase
a new one to help us fulfil the demand and open up to a
possible 80 new members (we have already had 200
Londoners express an interest in joining the club)
Cornish pilot gig rowing is an entirely grass roots sport and
like those clubs based elsewhere in the country, the Lon-
don Cornish Pilot Gig Club is keen to become an integral
part of the local community, bringing people of all ages
together who might not ordinarily mix - for the fun, the thrill
and the exercise that gig rowing has to offer. If this appli-
cation is successful, will be offering rowing opportunities

to all for decades to come – Cornish pilot gigs are built to
last with the oldest gig still in existence dating back over
200 years.
The club is in the process of registering as a Community
Amateur Sports Club. We are backed by a brilliant and
dedicated team of volunteers who have brought the club
from just a name to offering the first rowing sessions in
under nine months. They bring a whole host of profession-
al and personal talents from boat maintenance to social
media (our launch video
(https://www.facebook.com/londoncornishpilotgigclub/vid
eos/807994122635273) received over 12,000 views on
Facebook!) and accountancy to public relations (we have
already appeared twice on BBC South West TV news).
We are also fortunate to have the ongoing endorsement
and support of British Rowing’s East London Development
Officer.
We’d like to apply for the full £25,000 as a new gig will cost
£26,000 and we have £3,000 in the bank from previous
fundraising efforts although some of this will be needed for
other equipment such as oars. It can be delivered in under
three months so we can recruit new members and be fully
utilising the gig’s new capacity by the spring of 2017.
We're proud of helping to bring the fast-growing sport of
Cornish Pilot Gig rowing to East London where opportuni-
ties to row are limited and demand for rowing is high. It’s
a sport that has a history of bringing communities togeth-
er, attracts old and young, and this is the first club in
London!
Phil Pring, Development Officer, British Rowing, said of
the project: ‘Rowing is a fantastic sport for building and
maintaining fitness whatever your ability and Cornish pilot
gig clubs are known for establishing themselves at the
heart of communities, creating a friendly and open atmos-
phere that attracts new members. We're very pleased to
see this sport officially having a home in London for the
first time, and particularly in east London which is a strate-
gic priority area for British Rowing and one where demand
currently outstrips the supply of rowing opportunities.’

Website: www.londoncornishpilotgigclub.org.uk

The winners of funding will be announced towards the end
of November. We hold thumbs that the LCPGC’s applica-
tion is successful so that they can begin to provide rowing
opportunities for  the community in east London.

Photo:
https://www.facebook.com/londoncornishpilotgigclub/photos
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USA
Like many Cornish Associations around the world, the
Cornish American Heritage Society is asking ‘Is CAHS
relevant?’- and in order to try and find an answer, they
have included a membership survey in the Fall issue of
their newsletter. It is hoped that this will provide some
answers as to what members want so that the society
remains relevant in the 21st century. One of the things
they are keen to do is to make greater use of the available
technology.As part of this, they have now launched their
own Facebook page
In September, members of the Southwest Wisconsin Cor-
nish Society attended the 24th Annual Cornish Festival
and Celtic Celebration in Mineral Point. One of the high-
lights of the Festival was the dedication of Cornish Herit-
age Park on High Street. In his address, Mayor Greg
Bennett spoke of the importance of recognising and re-
membering the influence of the early Cornish settlers
whose presence can still be seen in the architecture of the
town today.
A double sided plaque was unveiled by local Cornish
Bards. The text on it reads:

As part of the Festival celebrations, children enjoyed a
Pirate Day in the new Heritage Park. Other highlights
included a performance of The Pirates of Penzance, a
Pasty Picnic and a talk by Jim Jewell on The Cornish and
their Celtic Cousins.

CANADA
Members of the Toronto Cornish Association took part
in the Beaches Celtic Festival, manning a table to promote
the Association. Many people visited and showed interest
in the exhibits. The organisers borrowed a large canopy to
provide themselves with shelter. Their first challenge of
the day was to put it up!  – ‘there were many interlocking
poles that had to be fed in to the canopy’. Fortunately a
school teacher who had had experience with a similar
canopy came to their rescue and they managed to get it
up in time to protect them from heavy rain on Saturday
afternoon.
At their September meeting, Sher Leetooze gave a talk on
Cornish Ports from Cawsands, around the Lizard and
Lands End peninsulas and up the north coast to Bude. In

October, Barbara Gardner-Bray spoke on the TCA during
the years 1904-1961 while in November, the talk by Ann
Crichton-Harris and John Webb was on Cornish Street
Names in the GTA.
The Association’s Christmas party will take place on 10th
December.

AUSTRALIA
At their September meeting, members of the Cornish
Association of Victoria heard Ted Curnow’s suggestions
as to the origin of the name Cornwall/Kernow. One possi-
bility is that a Celtic tribe, the Kerns, came over from
Ireland in the 3rd and 4th centuries and eventually formed
the Kingdom of Kernow. Another possibility is that the
name derived from the term ‘Cornovii’ which was used to
describe the Cornish Celts. The plural of Cornovii is Kern.
Members also heard Evelyn Jones talk about her 28 mile
walk along The Saint’s Way.
In November, the Cornish Language Group organised a
fun-filled programme in Cornish, including some singing.

They will hold their Christmas Lunch on 10th December.
At the August meeting of the Ballarat Branch of the
Cornish Association of Victoria, member John Hosking
spoke on the Cornish Clay Industry, something he knows
well as he spent time working in the Cornish clay fields
before going to Australia. He was the guest speaker again
in October when he shared some of his prose in a session
entitled What’s so funny?
At the end of October, members joined friends from Gee-
long and Melbourne for a tour of Buninyong which includ-
ed visits to the Town Hall and old Court House. This town
was first settled by pastoralists in 1837 but later became a
gold mining area. Gold was being found by the early
pastoralists from about 1840 but the ‘official’ find was
made by Thomas Hiscock in 1851. It is suggested that the
early pastoralists kept their finds quiet because of concern
that, as they were mining on Crown Land, the Colonial
Government would confiscate their booty.
The Branch’s next meeting will be their Christmas break-
up early in December.
Members of the Geelong Branch of the Cornish Associa-
tion of Victoria were delighted to hear that the grand-
daughter of members Jan and Don Moor had been
selected to be in the Australian Paralympics team which
went to Rio in August and that she won a silver medal.
In November, the Branch held its Annual Dinner. The
Guest Speaker was Bard Robyn Coates who has under-
taken many roles in the CAV over the years and is current-
ly editor of their newsletter.
Members of the Southern Sons of Cornwall joined with
some members of the Cornish Association of New South
Wales for an outing in October. Although the outing itself
would have been most enjoyable, two unexpected surpris-
es made it even more special. The first happened while
they were sitting enjoying their coffee at Lennnox Head
Beach and ‘were lucky to be entertained by 3 or 4 whales
breaching right in front of us’. After coffee, they headed off
to the Headlands Leisure Park for a barbecue lunch before
going to visit the Ballina Naval and Maritime Museum. It

News From Other Cornish Associations

Our Cornish Heritage
Starting in the 1830s emigrants from the Redruth area
of Cornwall came to Mineral Point bringing their unique
Cornish identity, customs and skills. From architecture
to zinc mining, the Cornish left their imprint here. Cor-
nish miners and their descendants helped develop the
area’s lead, copper and zinc mines. A miner is featured
on the Wisconsin Stat Flag. Cornish stone masons left
behind examples of their craft in Mineral Point and the
area. Cornish men and women brought a passion for
music and with other ethnic groups, excelled in com-
munity bands and church choirs. Cornish pasty, Saf-
fron cake and figgybobbin are culinary Cornish
transplants. These historical and cultural connections
continue today.
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was here that they had their second surprise of the day –
the discovery that their guide at the museum had Cornish
ancestors!
The members celebrated Christmas early with a party in
late November.
In late November, members of the Cornish Association
of New South Wales had an informal pre-Christmas
lunch at Circular Quay, a fabulous area, right next to the
famous Sydney Harbour Bridge – and one which I know
well from my years growing up in Sydney!
The Association will combine its AGM with a St Piran’s
Lunch on 4th March.
The Cornish Association of South Australia has had an
interesting and varied programme of talks over the past
few months. In September, Baden Teague spoke about
his family background and his new family history book
Baymeryl: a biography of an Australian family, 1825-2005
which shows links to several other Cornish families. On a
totally different theme, in October, Henry Hancock talked
of his experience in the Sydney to Hobart yacht race while
Philip Payton spoke about the Poet Laureate John Betje-
man in November. They will end the year with their Annual
Christmas Concert in December.
The Association had a display stand at the first national
Australian History and Genealogy Expo in October, pro-
viding a display stand and volunteers to talk to guests.
The South Australians are to be congratulated for winning
the ‘Festival and Events’ category of the 2016 Yorke
Peninsula Tourism Awards for their international show-
piece, Kernewek Lowender.
Planning for KL 2017 is now well under way. One of the
features of the festival is the Cornish History Seminar.
According to the newsletter of the CASA, next year’s
seminar will have a very different approach: Rather than
focus on the more usual themes such as mining, public
life, heroism, migration, and so on, the seminar next year
will illustrate the role of music in Cornish life and the
contributions Cornish people have made to the world of
music. Under the title of ‘Another side of Cornish life –
MUSIC!!’, speakers from four Australian states (Queens-
land, New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia) and
from Cornwall will talk on Cornish carols, folk music, pub
music, music for dancing, choral music, band music, mu-
sic in chapel services ... It will be a ‘seminar with a differ-
ence’, as those who attend will not just listen to words
about Cornish history, they will also listen to illustrative
examples of music and may even have the chance to join
in.

UK
The Homecomers, like so many other associations is
facing an aging membership and falling numbers. At its
recent AGM in early November, it was agreed that in
future, the group would continue as a quarterly lunch
group.
In September, several members braved the weather to go
to a talk and village walkabout around Tywardreath and
Tregaminion, led by Barbara Seed of the Par OCS.

Members and friends of the Bournemouth Cornish Associ-
ation enjoyed the Association’s Annual Dinner in October.
Several other Associations were represented at this event.

St Just Methodist Chapel seeks a new
future

After 184 years as an important place of worship, the
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in St Just is due to close for
worship in August 2017. The church, which was built in
1833 at the bottom of Chapel Street, is no longer financial-
ly viable and the church council has been forced to make
the decision to shut its doors.
Faced with the threat of having the building boarded up
and fenced off, options for its future use are being sought
and a local group, together with representatives of the
National Trust and their specialist advisers has been
formed to lead on this. Cornwall Councillor Sue James is
one of many who does not want to see it fenced off, she
said: ‘St Just has a vibrant and creative community, we
want to give new life to this building for the next 100 years
and beyond.’
The group are keen to canvas the community to get their
input and, to this end, organised two informal drop-in
sessions at the chapel in October. Hundreds of West
Cornwall residents came to the sessions. This confirmed
that locals believed that the chapel still had a role to play
in community life and were willing to offer their sugges-
tions - which ranged from a heritage centre and cinema to
a children’s soft play and adventure centre!
People who were unable to attend these session are still
welcome to send in their suggestions for the future use of
the chapel. They can be sent to Bronwen Rowland at
bronwen@thebrowgie.co.uk.
The chapel is also keen to create a timeline of events
linked to the history of the building and so is keen to hear
from anyone who has memories or stories to tell. These
can also be sent to Bronwen Rowland.



11

We are now into autumn and in my last Meanderings I did
remind members that subscriptions were due on 1st April.
A number seemed to have forgotten and embarrassingly
‘had to be chased’. Again I thank all of you who have paid
on time and give an extra thank you to those who have
generously included a donation to the Association. I thank
our editor, Liz Broekmann, for e-mailing, on my behalf,
those who had forgotten to pay. There are still quite a
number of members whose subs are outstanding. We
never like having to write members off for non- payment of
their subscription, particularly when we do not know of
their reason. Sadly if we hear nothing from you soon, this
could be your last Newsletter!
I am giving up as Membership Secretary as my wife Jenny
had a stroke at the end of August. She was in hospital for
eight weeks making slow progress. She is now home and
carers come in four times a day. In view of this, I have
made the decision to stand down as Membership Secre-
tary but after many years doing this job, I am sad to be
giving it up.
I have passed the role of ‘Mem Sec’ over to Carol Good-
win who has kindly agreed to take it on - so this is my last
‘Mem. Sec’s Meanderings’. If you have any questions
please don’t hesitate to contact Carol, her address and
telephone number are at the end of these Meanderings.
I can report that we have two new members: Mr Jeremy
Rogers from Mullion and now living in Sandhurst, Berk-
shire, and Mr Mark Edwards, member by descent, living in
Chertsey, Surrey. I have pleasure welcoming them as
members of The London Cornish Association. Sadly there
have been two deaths and I can now report that our
membership is 211.
Do you know of anyone of Cornish decent or who has an
interest in Cornwall? It would be appreciated you could try
and direct them to the London Cornish Association and
encourage them to become a member.
In the last Meanderings I referred to the Trelawny Club,
which was originally for members up to the age of 30 and
asked if anybody would like to re-form the Club with an
upper age limit. So far there has been no response! If you
have thought about it do not hesitate to let me or the
Secretary know.
I recently read an interesting report which said that Brown
Willy, the tallest hill (tor) in Cornwall at a height of 1,378
feet, is up for sale at £2.8m. This includes 1,221 acres of
land with a 5 bedroom farmhouse and the rights to shoot
Deer, Woodcocks and Snipe.  There is also a wind turbine
and a natural water source.  The report explained that its
name is derived from the Cornish ‘Bronn Wennili’ meaning
‘Hill of Swallows’. Did you all know that?  I didn’t!
As you have no doubt expected I was going to be looking
at many interesting articles in my copy of the 1854 ‘Geog-
raphy of Cornwall’ to which I have previously referred. I
have found so many interesting items in this book which I
could use for these Meandering over the years. I also
looked at a copy of ‘Kelly’s Directory of Cornwall’, which
was published in 1897, and read many interesting details
regarding Cornwall. I hope you understand that I have not
have not been able to make use of them this time.

Well that is all for now and once more I hope you have
found these Meanderings to be of some interest and that
they have brought back some of your Cornwall memories
- memories of your childhood days, what you did at school,
or your early working days in that marvellous county of
Cornwall?
May I take this opportunity to wish you all A Merry Christ-
mas and A Happy New Year? I wish you everything of the
best for the coming year and encourage you to continue
to do what you can to support the London Cornish Associ-
ation.
Kernow bys vyken

Graham Pearce,    "Pengwyth", 17 Trellyn Close, Barming,
MAIDSTONE, Kent, ME16 9EF

New Membership Secretary: Ms. Carol Goodwin,
‘Chynoweth’, 1a, Dunwich Road, BEXLEYHEATH, Kent,
DA7 5EW

We thank Graham for all his hard work on Council for
many years, particularly all he has done as Membership
Secretary. I, for one, will miss his support as he has
always been very helpful when I have needed information
about our membership, and, best of all, has sent in his
‘Meanderings’ to me and to my predecessors – without
ever needing a reminder! And every quarter he prepares
the member address labels for mailing the emails. Thank
you Graham.
We were saddened to hear about Jenny’s stroke and are
glad that she is now home. We wish her well during her
recovery.

Rugby

Forthcoming Fixtures for
Cornish Teams playing in London:

Saturday 28th January
London Welsh Rfc v Cornish Pirates Rfc Time
tbc
Barnes Rfc v Redruth Rfc 2.00pm

Saturday 18th March
Dartford Fc v Truro Fc 3.00pm

Saturday 8th April
Richmond Rfc v Cornish Pirates Rfc 3.00pm

Saturday 15th April
Welling United Fc v Truro Fc 3.00p
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Crowdy Crawn
High Sheriff of Cornwall completes an
ultra-triathlon across the county
Jane Hartley, High Sheriff of Cornwall, completed an
ultra-triathlon across Cornwall in just 12 hours. She cycled
88 miles, swam 1.5 miles and ran 5.5 miles from Torpoint
to Land’s End to raise money for her new fund which aims
to introduce sport and outdoor activities to young people
with mental health issues.

Want to move up in the world? This could be
your chance...
If you ever dreamed of becoming a Lord of the Manor, you
may now have the opportunity.
The Lordship of Trethevy which is in a hamlet in the
Tintagel parish is up for sale. For a mere £7000 to £9000
you will be able purchase the title, giving you the right to
put ‘Lord or Lady of the Manor of Trethevy’ on official
documents such as your passport – something which is
sure to raise your social standing! But beware, the Manor
is not included in the deal – there is no land or property
involved so sadly, the Lord of the Manor will not actually
own a manor!

For better or for worse...
In a talk at the Liskeard OCS in November, Elaine Hend-
erson spoke about some research into wills and other
legal documents which has been undertaken by the Victo-
ria County History of Cornwall. The investigation, which
looked into records from two Cornish parishes, gave a
fascinating insight into the history of property ownership,
highlighting the fact that in the old days, the husband or
head of house controlled family affairs during his life, but
interestingly was even able to exercise control from his
grave.

When a woman married, her husband as head of the
family, automatically became the owner of everything she
brought into the marriage. When drawing up his will, he
was at liberty to bequeath the goods he owned (including
those things his wife brought to the marriage) as he
wished, and there are instances of husbands even giving
away the couple’s bed and their wife’s clothing!

The Community Supports Walnut in his final
hours
Walnut the whippet was 18 years old and, with increas-
ing ill health reached the point where sad decisions had
to be made by his owners.
During his long life, one of Walnut’s passions was going
for walks on the beach, his favourite being Porth Beach.
His owner, Mark Woods was keen to take him back to this
favourite haunt for one last time before he passed away –
and used social media to encourage people to share in
Walnut’s last outing. Hundreds of people joined in the
walk on Porth Beach and watched Walnut put his feet in
the sea for the last time. Other people around the world let
Mark know that taken their own dogs for a walk that
morning in solidarity.
Walnut died peacefully after the walk, in the company of
his family and their three other whippets.

The deadline for the next issue of the
LCA Newsletter  is

5th February
Please send all contributions to:
The Editor
55 Brownell Place
London
W7 3AZ

Or email to lca@londoncornish.co.uk

Celebrating a ‘proper job’
Photo: http://www.cornwallfoundation.com

Porth Beach near Newquay was Walnut's favourite beach
Photo: Mark Woods


