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There have been some encouraging signs
lately: we have gathered several new mem-
bers and attendance at recent events has,
on the whole been up. This was particularly
true of the AGM/Trelawny Lecture, the din-
ner and the Family History Day and is a very
positive situation. Unfortunately however,
this enthusiasm does not extend to the
‘work‘ of the Association. We have now
reached the point where the workload in-
volved in running the London Cornish Asso-
ciation is falling on just a handful of
shoulders. For the first time, we do not have
enough people to fill the Officer roles and so,
we have ‘Acting’ Chairman, Vice-Chairman
and Secretary. You will find more references
to this in the AGM reports in this newsletter.
Suffice it to say here that the situation is now
desperate: we urgently need help with at
least some of the secretarial jobs, the pro-
motional side of our publicity and help with
the social programme (including catering). If
any of our readers think they could help,
even in a small way, please contact me at
the addresses on the back page.
In May, my son and I had the privilege of
dancing in the midday dance on Flora Day.
We headed down to Cornwall a few days
early so we would have time to a bit of
exploring before the weekend. Two of the
highlights were the Eden Project, which was
looking splendid, and St Michaels Mount,
always a favourite. We even managed to get
there when the tide was out so we could
walk across the causeway – well part of it
anyway as workmen were busy repairing a
section. I had always wondered how the
cobbles stood up to the tidal pressures, but
never thought of the challenges involved in
keeping the causeway in good condition –
between tides, they have to get in, lift

stones, put in the new mortar, replace the
stones and get everything sufficiently set to
cope with the incoming tide. Talk about time
management!
Since our last newsletter, we have had the
excitement of a Royal Wedding. I am sure
many of you will have watched the proceed-
ings but how many of you spotted our Pres-
ident, Sir David Brewer in the congregation?
He and Tessa were sitting next to Elton John
and could be seen in the background as the
young couple walked past on their way out
of the abbey. Sir David looked so smart in
his Lord Lieutenant’s uniform and we were
so excited to see him that text messages
were being sent around to make sure others
saw him too!
This newsletter is very full – thanks largely
to the tremendous support of members (and
others) who have submitted items. It is won-
derful for an editor to have ‘too much’ mate-
rial! Several of the items which could not be
published will be carried over – but please
keep up the good work and send in more
stories and news – or even a feature article.
It is important to have items from different
people so we can have variety in topics and
styles.
You will see from the Rugby Report that
LCRFC coach, Dickon Moon will be getting
married during the summer. We wish him
and Davina everything of the best for their
big day. Hopefully we will hear more in his
autumn report!
Summer is here now and many of you will be
going on holiday. I hope you all have a good
break and come back refreshed and ready
for another exciting year of social events at
the London Cornish Association – and pos-
sibly also ready to get involved in some of
the background work!
Go well.

A Virtual Cornish Gaeltacht
Speaker: Matthew Clarke of Radyo an Gernewegva
Date: Friday 15th July
Time: 6.30pm
Venue: Room 115, City Lit, Keeley Street, WC2B 4BA
Admission: FREE
All welcome
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Annual Picnic – Saturday 9th July 2011
11.45am
Venue: Holland Park W11
Meet in the car park at 11.45am
Getting there by tube: Holland Park station (Central Line)
is a 10 minute walk from the venue.
Holland Park has large areas of woodland and also a
Japanese garden. There is a café for those who want a hot
cuppa after the picnic.
Contact: Tony Wakeham – Tel: 0207 7037378

Informal Lunch – 20th June
12 noon
Methodist Central Hall, Westminster (Nearest tube station
– St James’ Park, Circle and District Line)
Contact: Francis Dunstan – Tel: (01494) 531703

This year’s dinner was a very special one: it was the 125th

anniversary of the first dinner organised in 1885 by a
group of Helstonians living in London. They planned that
dinner to mark what they hoped would be the success of
their parliamentary candidate, Mr St Aubyn in the elec-
tions. Although he did not win, the dinner went ahead
anyway and thus began the tradition of an annual Cornish
dinner in London. Dinners have taken place every year
since 1885, with the exception of the war years and when
King George VI died.
This year, we were thrilled that more members came to
the dinner than we have had for many years. In addition to
our members (including 7 past chairmen!), we had the
Lord Lieutenants of Cornwall and London, the Chairman
of Cornwall Council, and four mayors
Our Principal speaker was the Lord Lieutenant of Corn-
wall, Lady Mary Holborow who kept us entertained with
stories of her life as Lord Lieutenant, a position she has
held since 1994. Our Principal Guest was Councillor John
Boase, Mayor of Helston.
Once again, the Cornish flower growers (Tregothnan,
Caerhays Castle and Tresillian Flower Farm) came up
trumps and provided an abundance of daffodils to deco-
rate the tables. We were fortunate that they were able to
give us so many blooms as the unusually warm weather
meant the plants had flowered earlier than usual this year.
As a special treat for this event, Penhaligon’s of London
donated scent samples for the ladies.
In recognition of the LCA’s early links with Helston we
decided to name the tables after famous people who
either came from, or were educated in Helston. These
included:
Bob Fitzsimmons – the first boxer to be world champion
at three weights – Middleweight, Heavyweight and Light
Heavyweight

Henry Trengrouse – Inventor of the Rocket, a ship to
shore life-saving device which saved 5000 lives between
1881 and 1897
Charles Kingsley - Clergyman, professor, historian and
novelist (Water-Babies)
Richard Edmonds - Victorian scientific writer.
Sir Sidney Godolphin - First Lord of the Treasury, ap-
pointed in 1680
Tom Henderson – Founder of ShelterBox in 2000
Thomas Treloar - Longest serving employee in England
who, by 1912, had been a clerk at Messrs.Grylls, Hill and
Hill for more than 80 years!
The terrible earthquake in Japan happened the day before
the dinner and so it was decided that the proceeds from
the raffle would go to Shelterbox, a charity which supports
people who have had their lives disrupted by disaster. We
thank the following people and organisations for donating
gifts for the raffle - Penhaligon’s of London for a Scent
Library, Mr Westlake for a copy of his book, The Queen’s
General and Coast Restaurant for a dinner voucher. With
the help of these extra prizes, we were able to send a
generous donation to Shelterbox.
The Helston link was further emphasised when, during a
break, guests were given a short demonstration of the
Furry Dance, led by the Mayor and Mayoress of Helston.
Many people worked hard to make this special dinner
such a success. Our grateful thanks go to them all, espe-
cially Rhoda Riddette-Wynton and the Dinner Committee,
but also to many others who had helped with the prepara-
tion beforehand and on the day.

A warm welcome is extended to non-members who would like to attend any of the
London Cornish Association events.

This year’s Chain Gang
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Although I had a hand in organising it, I would like to think
that this event was one of the most unusual, enjoyable and
successful family history days that we have held. Not only
did we have two excellent speakers but we also had two
special guests, whose presence and the moving accounts
of their personal experiences provided added poignancy
and impact to the occasion.
Our morning speaker was Susan Soyinka, who has
worked as a teacher, lecturer, researcher and educational
psychologist, on the subject of her book ‘From East End to
Land’s End’, the story of the evacuation of the Jews’ Free
School in London to Mousehole in Cornwall during the
Second World War. Susan is not Cornish by birth but on
her many visits to the county over the years she heard
about and saw photos of Jewish evacuees, and decided
to research their stories and re-create the village as it
would have been during the war years. She showed us
very evocative pictures of the two vastly different commu-
nities and their surroundings, and highlighted the contrast
between the crowded bustling streets of London’s East
End, including scenes of devastation and destruction left
after bombing raids, to the wide open spaces of country,
harbour and sea around Mount’s Bay. It is small wonder
that the children who, in early 1940 were packed up,
travelled across London to Paddington, then undertook
the long train journey to Penzance and bus ride to Mouse-
hole, could not believe their eyes when confronted with
wide open green spaces and huge expanses of sea, and
that a boy was heard to exclaim that he had never seen
“such a bloomin’ lot of bloomin’ water in his bloomin’ life”.
Not only did the children have space and sea and the
magical St Michael’s Mount, but in their new surroundings
they found security, affection, fresh air, more plentiful
supplies of food as well as the adventure of exploring the
harbour and fields. The school population of the village
doubled overnight to some 200 children, and the infants’
school became JFS Mousehole and the village hall was
used as a synagogue. The local children were given a
holiday to help the newcomers to integrate, and for a while
lessons took the form of nature walks and swimming.
Quite naturally there were a few misunderstandings and
unhappy episodes and fights between the boys, but the

majority of the experiences were good ones, to the extent
that many evacuees were reluctant to return to London
and felt they were leaving their hearts in Mousehole. In
turn, many villagers felt bereft without the children who
had become part of their family life.
Susan speculated on why the two communities, so differ-
ent in many respects, had got on and lived together so
well. Jewish and Cornish people know what it is to suffer
pain and loss, and have developed their own particular
sense of humour as a way of coping. For both communi-
ties family and religious life are very important, with em-
phasis placed on the care of children and the elderly.
Each community leads a structured day and week, in
accordance with the demands of work and rites. So they
were able to live together as kindred spirits, each accept-
ing and sharing the other’s way of life.
Finally Susan talked about the reunion that took place in
Cornwall in June 2010, including a re-enactment of the
train journey from Paddington to Penzance. This joyous
occasion was an opportunity to renew acquaintances and
share memories and photos, the highlight being a visit to
Mousehole School where a plaque was presented to
commemorate the evacuation and forge links with the new
generation. Playing a prominent role in the reunion were
two ladies who joined us as guests on 16th April: Mildred
Moore, who with two of her sisters was evacuated from
JFS to Mousehole, and Pamela Fields, whose father was
a teacher at JFS and evacuated together with his then
pregnant wife, resulting in Pamela’s birth in Penzance.
They both spoke very movingly about their personal expe-
riences and the sad as well as the happy memories, and
replied graciously to the many questions put to them by
the audience.
The session ended with a general exchange of memories
of being evacuated. A number of surprising coincidences
came to light: the mother of one of our members was a
billeting officer in Mousehole; the family of another had
taken in one of the JFS children. And, to form an uninten-
tional bridge to the afternoon talk by Dean Evans about
the Cornish-born philanthropist Passmore Edwards, Mil-
dred told us that she and her sisters were frequent users
of the Whitechapel Library, one of the many institutions
that he funded.
I am hoping that someone else will write about Dean’s talk
as I spent the afternoon in the kitchen and did not hear it.
Kath, our regular and hard-working caterer, was unfortu-
nately ill and unable to come to provide her usual service.
Francis and Liz did a ‘proper job’ in the morning and made
sure that the pasties were hot and the saffron cake cut and
ready by the time we broke for lunch. I have always
appreciated what Kath does for us, but never more so than
that afternoon when I realised what a lot of effort goes into
preparing no fewer than 70 jam-and-cream splits!
Lorna Leadbetter

Some comments on the day from two members...
My first visit to the London Cornish Association was a day
full of surprises and emotions. I had wanted to hear the
talk by Dean Evans on Passmore Edwards on behalf of St
Bride Foundation (who were one of the many beneficiaries
of this extraordinary man) and also to meet in person Mr
Fred Hancock who has found so much information for my
family. I achieved both these ambitions but, as it turned
out, so much more.

Furry demonstration led by the Mayor and Mayoress of
Helston
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There were two talks on the programme with seemingly
contrasting subjects which were linked in my mind by a
theme which is hard to define. Both were about people
reaching out to others and, through acts of generosity and
kindness, making a long-lasting difference. John Pass-
more Edwards, from humble beginnings in Blackwater,
become a major benefactor to libraries and community
buildings and devoted himself from an early age to being
useful. As a result he influenced the development of the
free library service which we have come to take for granted.
The second talk was by Susan Soyinka who introduced us
to her book ‘From East End to Lands End’ which tells the
extraordinary and affecting story of the evacuation of the
Jewish Free School to Mousehole to escape the Blitz.
Despite the difficulty for the children of being so suddenly
separated from their families there were many heart-
warming anecdotes and a general impression that the little
fishing village was able to adapt with a welcome which
showed much more than duty or the pressures of the time.
It was also a real privilege to hear from one of the original
evacuees.
The question and answer session raised a number of
family history issues and the audience were all happy to
add their experience and knowledge. What could be more
fun than good conversation, pasties and splits and, to cap
it all, even the final raffle prize. So I left for home, the proud
owner of two Cornish mice and filled with good food and
plans to make a proper start on the family research down
in Cornwall’s ‘forgotten corner’.
Ursula Jeffries

I imagine, like me, most of you will have heard of various
experiences from friends who were evacuees or whose
family were hosts. Good, bad and indifferent! However,
until I read the review of Susan Soyinka’s book in our
Newsletter, I hadn’t heard of a whole school being sent to
one village. We did have a school join my junior one in
Devon, but the children were billeted over a wide area.
What an uplifting story Susan revealed of human kindness
and acceptance from the Mousehole villagers during the
talk on Saturday April 16th, a village very close to my heart
because it was where my husband Ted considered
‘home’, even though he was actually born in Croydon, but
his father, grandfather and ‘back along’ his line of Trem-
baths were born and raised in Mousehole. His father
moved the family back from Croydon in 1940 and Ted
attended the Mousehole school until he was 14, at the
same time as the Jews Free School children. We know his
mother had one of the evacuees because Ted has told us
so, but I have to confess, not the Trembath (not as I had
thought) that Susan mentioned in her talk. For those of
you who have read the book, Ted’s father was the Clerk
of Works for Penzance Council, not a bus driver! – but
they did live in Regent Terrace. It seems I am one of many
Mrs Trembaths (even Susan was one once) not as unique
as I had believed. The descriptions Susan shared with us
on Saturday of the freedom the evacuees and the village
children enjoyed completely echoes Ted’s reminiscences.
One I particularly recall is about the harbour, an intergral
part of Mousehole in those days,according to Ted. It was
often full of boats (at least one belonging to his grandfa-
ther) and the boys would jump from boat to boat to cross
to the other side. Of course they could all swim so if they
did fall in, except for wet clothes and a ‘telling off’ from
mum, they were in no danger.

It was an added bonus that at the end of Susan’s talk, I
had the chance to speak to Mildred, one of the evacuees
who came as a guest, and to hear from her first hand of
the kindness she had received. It was pleasing too to
know that she and Ted must have crossed paths on the
way to and from school.
Come the afternoon, more nostalgia. I was brought up in
a Devonshire village – Ipplepen, half way between Totnes
and Newton Abbot. I attended Newton Abbot Grammar
school in the 1940s and travelled each day from Ipplepen
by bus and my walk to and from the school took me past
the Passmore Edwards library (from where my mother
borrowed books). This was just one of the many buildings
that Dean Evans referred to in his talk about the Passmore
Edwards legacy.
A truly inspiring day about a village of ‘Good Cornish
People’ and the life story of a ‘Good Cornish Gentleman’.
I’m so please I attended. My thanks to all involved in
arranging it and also to the ‘catering staff’.
Yvonne Trembath

There are benefits to coming to a FHD...
The talks were interesting. When sightseeing in London, I
shall be more observant and see if I can spot any Pass-
more Edwards buildings!
Most of all was the help given to me by another member.
After the member’s comments, I spoke to a lady regarding
research and she told me about the Mormons in Kensing-
ton, The Metropolitan Archives and how googling can
help. I can’t wait to get started when I get home.
Rita Ryman

At the end of April, a group of members had the privilege
of visiting the Houses of Parliament where they had a
most enjoyable and interesting tour. Some of them later
adjourned to nearby Methodist Central Hall for a bite of
lunch

Engineering works on the tube made it difficult for some
members to get to this event and so it was a small group
of 8 which met up for the tour. The tour started at 11.15am
when Tony greeted members in Cornish and gave them
an outline of what they would see during the day.
Members were told that Cornish engineer Richard
Trevithick had two rivals, James Watt and Matthew Boul-
ton who worked with low pressure steam. Trevithick was
interested in high pressure steam applications. The first
item we saw was a Trevithick steam engine which was
near the entrance. We then moved to the space centre
and saw several interesting space-related items including
rockets and satellites.
From the space centre, we went to see the ‘Puffing Billy’,
a famous railway engine, also Stephenson’s famous
‘Rocket’ and some cars and planes. An interesting item
amongst the planes was the aircraft that Neville Chamber-
lain used when he flew to Germany to see Hitler. There
was also a flying bomb.
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A group of Cornish curiosities in front of a Cornish
curiosity – Trevithick’s high pressure engine.

On the first floor, in the clocks and watches section, we
saw some very interesting items. There was information
on Cornishman John Arnold who was the first person to
develop a practical and accurate timekeeper. His technical
advances made it possible to produce quantities of marine
chronometers for use on ships. He had a competitor in this
field, Thomas Earnshaw. Both men’s chronometers were
used by ships trying to find the North West Passage.
We enjoyed a light lunch and some chat in the restaurant
before going to part two of the outing – the Natural History
Museum. Interest here was in the mineral section. We
went to see the Russell Collection which had many
Cornish minerals (including Cornwallite!). We diverted to
see a piece of rock from Mars before going downstairs to
see a large lump of copper from a Cornish mine. This
brought the tour to a close.
We had had a good time spotting things Cornish, but,
sadly, did not see any choughs in the Bird Section and the
nearest dinosaur area to Cornwall was the Dorset coast.
Tony Wakeham

(travelling from Truro with Jean and Geoff)
By Curtis Taylor*

furrows with gardens, stone churches
in green falling hills on a white sky's up, down

among crags and winding bark past bramble bracken,
dotted rocks and wispy yellow roofs of Cornwall shale,

we blew down lanes left along ancient hedges
packed above streams and footpath gates rounding

at hoof-brown grass on bent sod, a sea
lifting in an air of wake black calm, a silent bay

trundling with leaning hulls and pink balloon buoys.
My friends drank bitter in rocking Psalms,

downing hills, lofting roads in a day's blade
while spells and tides took in plished, then out plashed

sands of Merlin.

Our primrose sun spent its yellow in a pistol.
in March we kissed a flower in Camellia and full bushes

everywhere when blind time lost an eye,
and spring weft through Cornwall stones and hands from

green engines.

Lawn-dumb in dancing croquet by our delicate palace,
near wound-down trees, vines and bamboo in Clowance

Eden,
our pebbled sun rushed with creeks and gulls to the root-

ed sea,
as our tongues flicked in spray and foam, under thorns

and moors.

* Curtis Taylor is an American who has enjoyed visits to
Cornwall with his English wife.

In the Winter issue of the newsletter, we reported that
Hospital Visitor Coordinator, Rosemary Dean, together
with members Helen Thomas and Catherine Foster had
visited member Courtney Jane who is confined to a
wheelchair and unable to attend LCA events. The photo-
graph shows him, on a subsequent visit, with (from L to
R) Helen, Courtney's wife, Catherine and Rosemary.
These visits have meant a lot to the Janes.
We are very keen to promote the Hospital Visiting Serv-
ice which provides support to people who are coming up
from Cornwall for medical treatment, providing them with
friendship and helping them in any way we can. But, it is
not only for Cornish-based members. It is also there to
support local members who are in hospital. If any of our
members know people who are going into hospital,
whether they are from Cornwall or more local, please let
Rosemary (0208 9898720) know.
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by Michael G Ball
Plymouth began to suffer blitzes in 1941, starting with
raids on 21st and 22nd March. Then, between the 22nd to
the 24th April, there were fire blitzes with Devonport espe-
cially affected as it was so close to the Dockyard. We lived
at Higher St Budeaux, only a few miles from Devonport
and were very lucky to escape bombs although one morn-
ing we woke to find that a neighbouring field had nineteen
craters in it. I was thirteen at the time and when the siren
went, joined my mother, younger brother, grandmother
and the dog in an Anderson shelter. This was a corrugated
iron structure designed for six people (6ft high, 6ft 6in long
and 4ft 6in wide) that was partly buried and then complete-
ly covered with earth. My father was out as he was an Air
Raid Warden.
After the April blitzes the Education Authority decided that
Devonport High School needed to be evacuated. Apart
from other considerations, such as the safety of the boys,
their education was being greatly disrupted and getting to
School meant walking over rubble strewn roads
So, in May 1941, the boys lined up outside the school in
Albert Road and boarded coaches which would take us to
North Road Station where we were to catch a train taking
us to a secret destination, rumoured to be Penzance. Most
of the boys agreed to be evacuated and, once they board-
ed the train found that the rumours were correct.
The boys from DHS and Sutton High School who didn’t
want to be evacuated were put in the Emergency High
School which was located at the old Sutton site in Regent
Street. After the war, in 1945, the schools were re-estab-
lished and the boys were reunited with their classmates of
four years previously – in the case of DHS in new premis-
es.
We had been divided into houses for the purposes of sport
but now these houses took on a deeper meaning – we
spent our time in Penzance grouped in houses - Drake,
Grenville, Gilbert and Raleigh. Supervision of the boys
was by housemasters and their wives – some only a little
older than we were. My brother and I were in Grenville
House.
It was a real shock when the coach from Penzance Station
took us to the workhouse at Madron, a small village near
the moors. It was grim and grey and we slept on straw
filled mattresses in a long dormitory, with a large white
chamber pot at each end. We had one pillow and a blanket
each and kept all our belongings in our suitcases. We had
our meals in a traditional workhouse large hall. The toilets
were six-seaters with water running in troughs under-
neath. When we had a bath it was in a large galvanised
tub although I don’t know how often we bathed or how
often the water was changed.
I believe there was at least one inmate still there: I have
recently seen a programme on ‘The Art of Cornwall’ which
stated that Alfred Wallis, a famous naïve painter from St
Ives, died in Madron Workhouse in 1942.
The Education Authority at Penzance was very coopera-
tive and arrangements were made to share some premis-
es with the local grammar school in the afternoon. I was
due to take School Certificate in June and those of us
studying for exams were expected to walk from Madron to

Penzance each morning, but often didn’t make it: it was a
sunny time and the wild flowers were wonderful along the
lanes. In the afternoon, we were taken by coach. Those of
us who took School Certificate managed surprisingly well.
After several weeks some of us were moved to the
Queens Hotel – at that time the best hotel in the town but
now operating at the level of a Spanish tourist hotel. We
were crammed into some of the staff quarters and our food
was clearly what was left over from the previous evening
dinner of the residents. Even with these limitations it was
clearly a case of ‘from the sublime to the ridiculous’. My
brother went to a house in Morrab Road.
We went home for the holidays which may seem odd but
the raids on Plymouth had eased by that time and in fact,
bombs were dropped on Penzance during our first term
there. The housemaster recorded his admiration for the
disciplined courage of the boys during these raids, when
they were huddled in the stairwell of the hostel. In one raid
his Ford 8, which had come through the Plymouth blitzes
unscathed, got buried under the debris from a bombed
hotel. The senior boys then dug it out and overhauled it
and, to everyone’s surprise, it went. It must have looked
peculiar with the radiator now transferred to the rear of the
car!
When we returned from the holidays the whole of Grenville
House were reunited in the Hotel Royale which was on the
main road into town and overlooked the end of the railway
station. It suited our purpose very well and we took full
advantage of the facilities. The downstairs foyer became
a senior common room and I remember that that’s where
my love of cryptic crosswords started. We were well fed
and had plenty of time to do our homework. There were no
petty restrictions and we were with our friends. There was
no bullying and the different age groups had their own
friends. We were well looked after by two housemasters
and their wives –the Hodgsons and the Tamblins. I ended
up in a balconied twin room with my friend Derek Walford.
Derek was older than me and when he left school he was
sent as a Bevin Boy to a coalmine in Somerset. He hated
it so much that as soon as he could he emigrated to
Australia.

Madron Workhouse - the first home of the
evacuated schools
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Lessons now were much better organised although they
were held at six different locations and we had to walk to
them through the town.
It was at this time that I decided I wanted to do science
instead of the Latin, English and French curriculum. All the
teaching at the school was excellent and for mathematics
we had a Cambridge Wrangler. Four of us were in an
advanced set and we got a very good grounding in the
subject. Chemistry theory and practical was done in a
building in Morrab Road that had been a branch of the
Redruth School of Mines. Our physics master was Harry
Ferraro who had been a pupil at school in 1896 and a
master since 1907. He was senior master and deputy
head and was often called out during lessons but knew his
subject so well that he could carry on where he left off
when he returned. I owe him an enormous debt because
he gave suggestions as to how I could get entry to Oxford
and what I needed to do to get money.
Just as we were settling in in October 1941 our headmas-
ter, HAT Simmonds, resigned and we all felt the loss. He
had carried the school through the years of bombing and
then the evacuation without any reduction in academic
standards. I quote from the editorial of the school maga-
zine- ‘the School has become a little commonwealth, a
kingdom of the young, where they can live and develop to
their heart’s content, where mind and body have received
well-balanced treatment in an atmosphere that bred no
licence; and the guiding hand behind all this, the fount of
inspiration and inextinguishable source of driving power
has been the Headmaster.’
HATS made it his boast that he knew every boy in the
school by name. He had introduced many innovations
since he became head in 1933 including changing it into a
three stream entry. He raised standards and enabled boys
to go on to higher education including Oxford and Cam-
bridge. He encouraged all forms of sport and allotted time
for them. He introduced a Four-Year Express system
which took the best entry pupils through to School Certifi-
cate in four years, allowing pupils to spend three years in
the sixth form.
Sport was important in Penzance and we had teams in
rugby, soccer and even hockey where we played against

a local girls school! In addition to inter house games the
school played rugby against local RAF stations. Summer
was for athletics and we had a sports day to find the top
house. Grenville won all the time I was there. Every boy
had a chance to help by reaching a particular standard
and the points awarded for that were taken into account. I
won the school mile and my brother did the same in the
following year.
As well as school, we had an Army Cadet Force and an
Air Training Corps both of which were quite active. I was
in the ATC where, amongst other subjects, we studied
aircraft recognition, Morse code and .22 rifle shooting. The
ATC organised a series of athletic meetings ranging from
local ones to the whole south west region. Our school
always did well. There were various proficiency badges
and an annual camp where we were billeted on Predan-
nack Airfield and were taken up in flights. One flight was
in a Lockheed Liberator crewed by some mad Poles and
we flew over the Scilly Isles machine-gunning rabbits on
the uninhabited islands.
At weekends we could go out and roam the countryside
and on at least one occasion we crossed to the north coast
that was very rugged at that point. The moors were lovely
and full of reminders of the past in the shape of megalithic
monuments and abandoned mine workings. A few yards
from Madron workhouse was a holy well and close by a
tree that became covered in strips of cloth as votive
offerings – a pagan institution which was only partly taken
over by Christianity. I had my bike with me and visited
local beaches and points of interest. At least once I cycled
home and back after the holidays –eighty miles each way.
In September 1942 enemy planes made a deliberate and
prolonged attack on one of the hostels and, after ringing it
with bombs, finally scored a direct hit. Most of the boys
were taken to another hostel but six boys were missing
after the collapse of the shelter they were in. It was a great
relief when they found to be safe. The housemaster com-
mented that the resourcefulness of DHS boys was shown
in the way they had extricated themselves from the ruins
of the shelter. After this, they had crossed a couple of
fields and had been enthusiastically welcomed by the
Principal and residents of a local girls boarding school. He
also commented on the bravery shown by all the boys on

The boys of Grenville House when they were in Penzance
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this occasion but we must remember that the ordeal in
Plymouth had made them ‘blitz-hardened’.
The next Head was Mr Buckley and this appointment was
unpopular with the staff a feeling which was communicat-
ed to the boys. The results for those years at Penzance
were exceptional and were clearly a legacy of the HATS
years. In 1944 I won a scholarship at Exeter College,
Oxford and a Dyke Exhibition tenable there. In 1945 and
1946 Alan Eddy and Brian Horton repeated these achieve-
ments. In the four years DHS was at Penzance there were
nine other scholarships to Oxford or Cambridge.
Mr Buckley was keen to maintain the extremely high
scholastic standards and make the boarding life a suc-
cess. In 1943, he wrote – ‘For Devonport High School,
Penzance has developed into something more than our
place of refuge. It has become the scene of a great
educational and social experiment. Our hostel system,
which has converted a day school into a boarding school
of a particular type, is an example of democracy in actual
being. Our school and hostel life have become intimately
interwoven. No boy is handicapped because he hasn’t the
opportunity to do homework or isn’t receiving adequate
food. This is a boarding school where entry is dependent
on the boy’s ability and where boys are brought into
contact with the everyday life of the town. Our experience
here has proved the physical, social and moral benefits
resulting from a school-hostel more than justify the public
expenditure involved.’
One housemaster, Kenneth Sparrow, was invited to orga-
nize a hostel for 45 junior boys at ‘The Rookery’ that was
the mainland home of Lord and Lady St Levan. The boys
went by train rom Marazion Station to Penzance each day
for their lessons. He described the massive amount of
work for himself and his wife, who acted as matron to the
boys. This applied to all the housemasters and wives
whose 24/7 commitment made the evacuation a social
and academic success. Mr. Sparrow commented that he
was able run a hostel at the cost of 7/6d per head per
week excluding staff wages and maintenance. The boys
had to help too, to make the unintentional experiment
work.
A friend of mine, Reg Huzzey who became a GP in
Launceston, once said, ‘I came from a working class home
but I was never made to feel this was a disadvantage. The
school gave me just what I needed – a good academic
training, friends, a full life and training in steady applica-
tion. I found the atmosphere a happy one with discipline
that was adequate without being oppressive. At sixth form
level the masters managed to convey something of the
intellectual pleasures to be gained from higher education
rather than it being a route to a remunerative career.’
The years in Penzance were a happy time for me and I
feel very fortunate that I was able to be there over the
period of the evacuation. I believe that those years helped
us all to become independent and socially responsible
young men. The time I spent in Penzance increased my
feeling of Cornishness which, up to then, had been mainly
the result of having so many ancestors from the county.
We always felt at home in Penzance. I well remember
going up the back lane behind Market Jew Street and
watching the butcher killing his own cows. We also patron-
ised the local bakers and sweetshops – some boys going
as far as having afternoon tea!

In writing this, I have used information in the book ‘A Torch
in Flame – The History of Devonport High School for Boys,
Plymouth’ as well as my memories of those days nearly
seventy years ago. The book was written by Henry Whit-
field (Elmer) who like Harry Ferraro had been first a boy
and then a master at the school. He was called up after
one term as a housemaster in Penzance so the section on
the evacuation to Penzance was made up of quotes from
boys who had been there.

The LCA dinner in March took place the day after Japan
was hit by a terrible earthquake. In view of this, it was
unanimously agreed that the most appropriate recipient of
the proceeds from the evening’s raffle would be Shelter-
box, the Cornish charity which provides invaluable support
to people who have been affected by a disaster.
As I was going to be in Helston for Flora day, I contacted
Shelterbox to see if I could bring our donation to them and
use the opportunity to look round the warehouse, find out
more about their work and see how they pack the boxes.
They were most obliging and a date was set.
The visit was a real eye-opener. It gave us a good idea of
what is involved in getting the boxes filled and distributed
– and seeing the stacks of boxes and the items waiting to
be put in them showed the scale of the operation. As we
arrived, a truckload of packed boxes was leaving to go to
one of the overseas depots. It was quite a moving experi-
ence seeing them go, knowing that when they are opened,
it will be to help people in need somewhere in the world.
As we entered the warehouse, we were greeted by an
unpacked and ‘set up’ box. Seeing the size of the tent and
all the items which are included in each box (even down
to colouring books for children) was a revelation. We spent
some time talking to Kate who made us aware of the
thought that goes into choosing what goes into the box
and how cultural sensitivities are taken into account.
As an ex-teacher, I was particularly interested in the blue
school boxes which are also sent out when the familiar
green boxes go. The boxes are invaluable in helping
people to get back to ‘normal’ as they provide resources
for teachers and children so that education can continue,
despite the conditions.
Shelterbox will be holding an ‘open day’ on August 20th. I
recommend a visit on that day, or, if you can’t make it then,
at another time. It is really worthwhile.
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Chairman’s Report
The Chairman’s annual report is a good opportunity to
highlight the successes of the past year, and there were
several in 2010/11. However, Council is concerned for the
future of the London Cornish Association.
As with any organisation, there is lots of work to be done,
but we are finding it increasingly difficult to get members
more involved. At this AGM, four members of Council are
stepping down. They will go, but the valuable work they
have been doing needs to carry on. This is going to be
extremely difficult if more members do not give their sup-
port. Some other Cornish associations have had to close
because they have been unable recruit people to help out.
We don’t want this to happen to the London Cornish
Association, an Association with a long and proud history
but, we cannot do it without the help of our members. We
are particularly desperate for secretarial support. Our
present Hon Secretary should take over as Chairman at
today’s meeting but, without someone to take over his
secretarial duties, he is unable to do so. A temporary
solution has been found, but it can only be temporary and,
unless we get more support, the future of the Association
could be in jeopardy. Please think about ways YOU could
help out. It does not have to mean a lot of work or time –
and, whatever your interests or talents, there is a job for
you - from catering to minute taking.
On a more cheerful note, I am sure many of you will have
watched the Royal Wedding on TV at the end of April. Of
course, William’s proud Dad, the Duke of Cornwall (and
our Patron) was there, but I wonder how many of you
spotted another person, who has very important links to
the LCA - sitting next to Elton John was our President, Sir
David Brewer, resplendent in his Lord Lieutenant of Lon-
don uniform. How proud we were to see him there.

The year 2011 is a special one for the London Cornish
Association. Although the Association was officially found-
ed in 1898, there were annual Cornish dinners in London
from 1886. The first of these was organised by a group of
Helston men who hoped their candidate – Sir Walter
Molesworth St Aubyn - would be elected to parliament. In
March this year, we celebrated the 125th anniversary of
that first dinner. In recognition of its origins, the dinner had
a real Helston theme – the tables were called after promi-
nent Helstonians and there was a Flora ‘demonstration’,
led by the current Mayor, Cllr John Boase. We were
honoured to have, as our Principal Speaker, Lady Mary
Holborow who gave us some insight into the world of the
Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall. This was a very enjoyable
evening, made even more special by the fact that there
were more members in attendance than we have seen for
some years.
The Association has had an interesting social programme
this past year and, on behalf of the membership, I would
like to thank the organisers for all the work they have put
into planning and running the events.
� The prestigious Trelawny Lecture took place immedi-
ately after the AGM and we were honoured to have as our
speaker, Kingsley Rickard, Vice-Chairman of the
Trevithick Society. He was the winner of the 2010 LCA
Shield.
� Just days after the AGM, a couple of members headed
off to the Royal Cornwall Show. We have had representa-
tives at the show for several years now, promoting the
Association, meeting friends and making contacts. They
will be on their way there again next week and we thank
them for, once more, representing the LCA.
� In contrast to the previous year, the annual picnic in July
was held in brilliant sunshine in Golders Hill Park. A good
group attended, boosted by Rosemary Dean’s visitors
from Australia.
� The 2010/11 social programme began in October with
a visit to the Royal Society. The Society has had two
Cornish Presidents in its long history - Humphry Davy and
Davies Gilbert.
� The New Year got off to a good start with the ever
popular pub lunch which was attended by 24 members.
� The following week, a group of members went to cheer
on the London Cornish Rugby Football Club at their match
against Guildford. The match was good, but sadly, did not
go in favour of the Cornish.
� In November and April, the Family History Group organ-
ised very successful Family History Days. These events
are the most popular with our membership and visitors,
and we even managed to recruit a few new members at
both days!
� Other interesting events included a hunt for Cornish
Curiosities in some London museums and a tour of the
Houses of Parliament.
� The monthly Monday lunches which are held at Meth-
odist Central Hall continue to be popular with some of our
members. We encourage others to go along and share in
the friendship and good food.
In 2011/12, we will have another interesting and varied
social programme. The expense of hiring rooms means

Officers of the London Cornish Association
2011-12

President  Sir David Brewer
Chairman (Acting) Mrs Elizabeth Broekmann
Vice-Chairman (Acting) Dr Francis Dunstan
Hon Gen Sec (Acting) Dr Francis Dunstan
Treasurer Ms Jackie Trembath.
Membership Secretary Mr Graham Pearce
Public Relations & Web Mr Darren Tossell

Members of Council
Mrs Lorna Leadbetter Mr Graham Gendall Norton
Mr Tom Sims Mrs Kath Slatter
Mr Tony Wakeham Mrs Patricia Yates

Auditor To be appointed
Solicitor/Librarian Ms Claire Bowden-Dan
Hon Chaplain Rev Dr Malcolm White
Hospital Visitor Mrs Rosemary Dean
Newsletter Editor Mrs Elizabeth Broekmann

Trustees
The Lord St Levan Mr Charles Williams
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that, with the exception of the Family History Days, most
of the events will take place elsewhere and this gives us
the opportunity to explore other parts of London with
Cornish connections. The programme will be published in
the Yellow Brochure, in the newsletters and on the website
and we encourage members to come along and give the
events their support.
One of the highlights of being Chairman of the LCA is
being invited to join in the Flora Day celebrations. On 7th

May, my son and I, once again, had the thrill of taking part
in the midday Furry Dance. Although the day started off
very wet – those taking part in the 7 o’clock dance were
soaked - by the time the children’s dance began, it was
sunny. We thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the midday
dance and watching the other dances.
While in Helston, we visited Shelterbox to present a dona-
tion from the Association. This included money raised
from the raffle held at the Annual Dinner in March. In view
of the fact that the Japanese earthquake had occurred the
previous day, it was decided that this Cornish charity
would be the most appropriate recipient of our donation.
While there, we had a look around the warehouse and
watched boxes being packed. The visit was very interest-
ing and is recommended to anyone who is visiting the
Helston area.
As you will be aware from our newsletters, we encourage
people from other associations who are passing through
London to join us for a meal. This year we had two such
meetings. The first was with Tommi O’Hagan, President of
the Cornish American Heritage Society and, more recent-
ly, Fay and David Binns of the Southern Sons of Cornwall
in Australia. All members are welcome to join us on these,
most enjoyable, occasions. Anyone who is interested
should contact me at the address on the back of the
newsletter so I can make sure they get the details of future
visits.
During the year, members have attended the dinners of
several other Cornish Associations. These included
Bournemouth, Homecomers, Midlands, Gloucester,
Thames Valley, Torbay and West Kent.
As with any organisation, changes are needed from time
to time to ensure sustainability. One of the considerations
facing us is whether the Annual Dinner should be replaced
by a lunch. Several members have commented that they
are reluctant to attend a dinner because of transport
difficulties late at night or the costs involved in spending
the night in a hotel. The challenge would be to retain the
prestigious status of the event so careful consideration
would need to be given to the format. We would value
feedback from our members as, before any decision is
made, we need to know whether they would prefer a
dinner or a lunch and whether they would support the
event.
Another of the priorities is to re-look at the LCA website. It
is several years since we developed our current website
and Darren Tossell, our Publicity Officer has been asked
to review it and give recommendations on how we can
make it more user friendly and useful to members and
‘visitors’, ensuring that it fulfils its remit to promote the
Association and provide members with easy access to the
information they need.
As the year ends, we have, regretfully, to say farewell to
several of our team who will be stepping down, after many

years of service to Council. On behalf of the rest of Coun-
cil, and all our members, I would like to say a special
thanks to:
Rhoda Riddette-Wynton, a recent chairman who will be
especially remembered for coordinating our annual din-
ners for many years. Her passion, expertise and hard work
will be missed.
Dick Richards, our past chairman who, apart from his
family history input, has been largely responsible for the
excellent displays we have had on our publicity road
shows, especially those at the Royal Cornwall Shows over
the past few years.
Don and Catherine Foster, two incredibly hard workers
who did so much ‘behind the scenes’. Whenever a pair of
hands was needed, we knew that at least one Foster
would be there. Catherine will also be remembered for the
help she gave Kath Slatter preparing the pasties and splits
at our events.
I cannot end this report without acknowledging and thank-
ing all members of Council who have agreed to stand
again. I would like to thank them very much for their hard
work over the past year and for the incredible support they
have given to both me, as Chairman, and the Association.
Each of you has contributed in so many ways to the
continued success of the London Cornish Association.
Thank you.
Liz Broekmann, Chairman

Report of the Hon Gen Sec
Overall, this year 2010-11 has proved to be a very busy
year for me as Hon Gen Sec: in addition, I have filled the
position of Vice-Chairman following the resignation of Mrs
Elizabeth Broughton.
We are fortunate that her position as Publicity Sec has
been filled by Mr Darren Tossell, but we still have no
formal Social Sec. This year three ordinary members of
Council stand down from Council, the other members offer
themselves for re-election for a two year period, which still
leaves six member vacancies on Council (out of 12 avail-
able) I am grateful for all the support Officers and mem-
bers of Council have given me and the Association again
this year.
In the coming year, and at this AGM, our difficulties in
appointing Officers of the Association are compounded by
the fact that we have no-one offering to replace me as Hon
Gen Sec, if I were to be elected as your Chairman. Your
current Chairman and I have agreed to continue in our
posts pro tem, but we urge others to assist us in resolving
this problem. The Chairman has also agreed to continue
as Editor of the Newsletter: her post as Webmaster will be
taken over by Darren Tossell.
In attendance terms there is a loyal core of members who
give their constant support at events. I am very grateful to
those who are kind enough to phone or email me to say
they will attend (or cannot attend) each particular function.
The lack of an ‘official’ Social Secretary means that social
matters have had to be taken at full Council although Tony
Wakeham, Rhoda Riddette –Wynton and Graham Gen-
dall Norton have looked after many of our Social events,
for which we thank them. My responsibilities have includ-
ed the Trelawny Lecture, AGM, Annual Service, and the
Monthly Lunches and nominally, as Convener of the Fam-
ily History Group. In the latter regard, I would particularly
like to thank Lorna Leadbetter for providing much of the
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drive on the Family History Committee, and also Dick
Richards, Toms Sims and Kath Slatter. The Group’s very
successful activities are covered separately.
We are grateful to Miss Carole Vivian for standing in as
our Trewlawny Lecturer for 2011, replacing Rev Dr Mal-
colm White, who has suffered injury in a serious fall. We
wish him well.
As I make final preparations for the AGM/Trelawny Lec-
ture, I am pleased to report that so far 46 members (out
of a membership off approx 250 members) have regis-
tered to attend. I hope we can all fit in, and that we shall
have a fruitful and enjoyable event.
Kernow bys Vycken!
Francis E Dunstan, Hon Gen Sec

London Cornish Association Family History
Group Report
Family history seems to be our main channel for attracting
new members to LCA, and family history events our most
popular and best-attended activities. Since the last AGM
we have held two day conferences, each with excellent
guest speakers, pasty/saffron cake lunch, cream tea,
raffle, and contributions from members. Excluding speak-
ers and guests, 45 people booked for the November event
and 54 for the April date, of whom 3 and 7 respectively did
not qualify for the members rate of £15 (which is also
available to members of affiliated CAs, CFHS, and OPCs).
However, it needs to be mentioned that in addition each
event is attended by people we do not ask to pay for their
food and drinks (e.g. the speakers, signers, special guests
and Kath as caterer), and moreover a few people book but
do not turn up on the day. We succeeded in negotiating a
temporary special rate for the use of Bloomsbury Central
Baptist Church but despite this, the good attendance
figures and proceeds from the raffle, we still only just
manage to cover our costs at these events. No other
venue is as advantageous in terms of rates, position and
facilities and we hope to be able to continue with twice-
yearly family history days. However, maintaining the
concessionary hire rate, ensuring good speakers and high
attendance are essential. If we are unable to meet these
criteria, we will have to review the entrance fees (currently
£15 for members and concessions, and £20 for non-mem-
bers), or even discontinue these high outlay events, a
decision which, given their popularity, we will be very
reluctant to make.
Organising a successful event involves a lot of hard work
for just a few people, and the Committee will welcome
assistance from members, particularly with catering. We
would also ask that, if you book for an event, you let us
know if you are subsequently unable to attend. We accept
fully that sudden illness or family problems prevent people
from attending and make due allowance for this, but it is
also for consideration whether in future we might need to
ask for payment at the time of booking.
The Cornish Masters & Mates Project continues to bring
in the occasional enquiry and has resulted in net income
of £247.99 during the past year. This is a most welcome
contribution to LCA’s funds but it is not expected that the
same level of requests will continue.
Please speak to us with any offers of help or suggestions
for future activities.
Family History Committee (Francis Dunstan, Lorna Lead-
better, Dick Richards, Tom Sims)

Report on Hospital Visiting
During this year, Hospital visiting Coordinator, Rosemary
Dean, together with Helen Thomas and Catherine Foster
visited a new member who is confined to a wheelchair.
Their visits have been much appreciated by both the
member and his wife.
We are very keen to promote the Hospital Visiting Service.
Its main aim is to support people who are coming up from
Cornwall for hospital treatment, providing both friendship
and helping them in any way we can but also to be there
for local members who are in hospital. If any of our mem-
bers know people who are going into hospital, whether
they are from Cornwall or more local, please let Rosemary
know. Her telephone number is 0208 9898720

Publicity Report
My first year has been spent reviewing the publicity activity
of the Association and moving forward with our website.
Weʼve received a little interest from BBC Cornwall on our
activities and Iʼve managed to promote our Family History
Day regularly on LBC 97.3FM.
The most important publicity tool for the future is our
website and that has been the focus
of my activity. A budget was agreed at the last Council
meeting to help improve it and work begins on it soon.
Changes will include:
� Clearer navigation
� The removal of the bulletin boards which are currently

rarely used
� A unified look at the entire site
� The ability for officers to change the site via a web

browser rather than using web creation software. This
will allow more regular updates without users disrupting
the coding of the site. Hopefully this will encourage a
fresher looking site.
� Exploring the ability to join online and purchase mer-

chandise
If members have other suggestions, please email me at
publicity@londoncornish.co.uk by the end of June.
Darren Tossell

Report of Hon Editor
Newsletters
The LCA publishes four newsletters a year. These report
on Association activities as well as other items with Cor-
nish interest. Their aim is to promote the LCA and encour-
age both members and visitors to participate in the
Association’s activities.
About 330 newsletters are sent out each quarter – to
members, local and overseas associations, the Cornish
media, Cornish MPs and organisations such as the Cor-
nish Gorsedd and legal deposit libraries.
The newsletter is available in two formats – the e-newlet-
ter (which has coloured pictures) and the printed version.
The majority of members and UK Cornish Associations
have the newsletters mailed to them. Only about 20 mem-
bers get the e-newsletter while most overseas associa-
tions are now getting the cyber version. The newsletter is
available on the LCA’s website.
Yellow Brochure
The LCA Yellow Brochure is published at the beginning of
September each year and is sent out to all members and
to Cornish associations around the world. It contains a
host of information about the Association as well as the
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programme of events, contact details for other Cornish
Associations and a list of members.
In the past, production costs have largely been covered by
advertising but in the current economic climate, it is be-
coming harder to get companies to subscribe. This means
a larger part of the cost is being borne by the LCA. We
have considered changing the format – perhaps reducing
the size/content. However, feedback from some of our
members put an end to that idea! We did, however change
the cover which has had a positive effect on the bill and
will be continued.
We are always looking for sponsorship so if anyone has
an advertising lead, please contact me by email at
editor@londoncornish.co.uk or via the address on the
back page of the newsletter.
Liz Broekmann

The following extract is taken from the ‘Helston Grammar
School Magazine’ which was published at Easter 1858:
" We cannot allow our present number to go to press
without expressing the pleasure with which we look for-
ward to the approaching Flora Day. We hope it may be
equal — nay, superior to any one that we have had for a
long time. We never could understand why so many of the
"good old'' customs of " the good old times " have been
swept away; but we do hope and trust that this, — one of
the most interesting left in England, — may be kept up for
many, many a long year."
(Taken from The Ancient Borough of Helston by H Spen-
cer-Toy, Published by John Lander & Son, 1912)

The enthusiasm for Flora Day hasn’t changed since then
and so, on 7th May, hundreds of people descended on
Helston to take part in or watch the dances and join in the
Flora Day festivities. Their spirits were not dampened by
the wet and gloomy start to the day and the only real
casualties were those taking part in the 7 o’clock dance
who were soaked by the time they got back to the guild-
hall!
By mid morning, the weather problems had ended and the
children’s dance set off in beautiful spring weather. There
was one other problem on the day, however - the floral
demands of a certain Royal Wedding the week before
meant that lily of the valley was at a premium. Despite this,
most people – and all the dancers - seemed to find some
to wear on the day.

In May 1911, a young London musician called Katie Moss
happened to be in Helston on Flora Day. What she heard
and saw delighted her so much that on the train home the
next day she wrote the words and music for a song that
would capture her memories of Flora Day for ever. It also
turned out to be a song that would soon captivate millions,
and carry the very essence of Cornwall around the world.
The song was called The Floral Dance.
Katie`s 1911 ballad is a miniature masterpiece, and well
deserves its hundred-year history of success and affec-

tion. Ask any Cornish brass band to play it today, and they
will of course set your feet tapping with the superb version
by Derek Broadbent arranged for the Brighouse & Rastrick
Band in 1976, which nearly topped the Christmas charts
that year. It`s clear that, though Helston`s Flora Day and
its Ancient Furry Dance come round but once a year,
hearing The Floral Dance played anywhere, at any time of
year, is the next best thing.
Katie`s publishers, Chappells, published The Floral Dance
soon after Katie got back to London. It immediately sold
well, and Peter Dawson`s 1912 recording set it on its way
to worldwide fame, opening the door to countless other
performances and recordings for the next fifty years. Bari-
tones Frederic Harvey, Stuart Burrows and, surprisingly,
Stanley Holloway with his wartime concert party, per-
formed it frequently; there were dance band versions by
Jack Dorsey, Joe Loss and Geoff Love, while Kathleen
Ferrier stands out amongst the (strangely) few female
artists who recorded the song during that period.
Then in the 1960s really strange things started happening
to Katie`s Cornish-inspired Edwardian ballad. Out of the
blue, four lads from Bristol known as The Eagles produced
their own pop version on an EP. The result is great fun –
as is the Trad Jazz version by the Ken Sims Vintage Jazz
Band, appropriately featuring the cornet (well, trumpet),
clarinet and big trombone of Katie`s original band. The Ivy
League`s version was less admirable.
However, it was in the 70s that The Floral Dance had its
true reincarnation. It seems that Derek Broadbent, the
new young conductor of Yorkshire`s Brighouse & Rastrick
Band, chose it for its sheer musical quality. In turn, it was
the pure quality of this stunning 1976 brass band `twist`
version that propelled it to #2 in the charts by Christmas
that year. The high impact of the band`s appearance on
Top of the Pops guaranteed them – and Katie Moss – a
unique place in the history of light music.

Katie Moss died on May 3rd 1947 at the age of 66. She was
buried in Acton, many miles from the `quaint old Cornish
town` that ensured her place in musical history, and in the
hearts of music lovers everywhere.

(Ian Marshall`s fully illustrated book The Amazing Story
of THE FLORAL DANCE is available from
www.floraldance.com, price £9.95)

Musician Katie Moss
who wrote the words
and music for The
Floral Dance
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Apologies that there is so little news of other associations
- and apologies to those associations who have sent in
news which is not being reported. Unfortunately, space is
at a premium in this issue. All should be back to normal in
Autumn.

USA
News from the US focuses mainly on two major events: in
early June, the Annual Gathering of California Cornish
Cousins took place in the ‘gold rush’ town, Placerville. The
16th Gathering of Cornish Cousins will take place in Miner-
al Point, Wisconsin from 10th-14th August. The theme of
this year’s event will be Remembering Cornish Heritage.
Making the Connection. We hope to have news of both
these events for the Autumn newsletter.

Canada
The Toronto Cornish Association celebrated St Piran’s
Day by raising the Cornish flag at Toronto City Hall. Since
then, they have attended a City of Toronto workshop on
preserving and digitising family records and a pasty mak-
ing session.

Australia
Since our last newsletter, the biennial Kernewek Lo-
wender has been held in South Australia. We look forward
to hearing news of this event in the coming months.
Congratulations are due to the Cornish Association of
Victoria, Inc which celebrated its 25th anniversary in April.
The organisers (and bakers) of the annual Pasty Festival
which is held on the Yorke Peninsula, an area known as
‘Little Cornwall’ were concerned when they heard that the
‘Cornish’ pasty was being given EU protected status. The
good news is that the ruling only applies within Europe, so
they will be able to continue making and selling ‘Cornish’
pasties.

New Zealand
The Cornish Interest Group of the NZ Society of Gene-
alogists held their conference and AGM at the beginning

of June. Entitled A Golden Opportunity, the spotlight was
on gold mining in Otago.
Jean Harry of the NZ Cornish Association has recently
stepped down as editor of their newsletter after a 12 year
stint. The new editor is Nick Bartle.

UK
Bristol & District Cornish Association welcomed visi-
tors from six other Cornish Associations at their Biennial
Lunch in March. The Guest of Honour was Mrs Margaret
Dymond, President of the Society of Devonians in Bristol.
In her address, Margaret expressed her pleasure at the
way her musical career had taken her to various parts of
Cornwall. The Association presented her with a serpentine
gift to mark the occasion.
Since the last newsletter, the West Somerset Cornish
Association have had a busy time. They had an illustrat-
ed talk on ‘The Thames River Police’ in February and a
food demonstration by Wiltshire Farm Foods in March.
The April meeting began with a Cornish pasty (from Cran-
tock Bakery) supper and was followed by a Bring and Buy
stall before the AGM. There was a BBQ in May and will be
a fish and chip supper in June.

The Association’s St Piran’s Dinner on 2nd April was well
attended. There was representation from Tunbridge Wells
and Bristol as well as Liskeard OCS.
Midlands Cornish Association have had a good year,
with a meeting each month, but attendance is low. In early
March, their team managed to come 3rd in the Inter-Socie-
ty quiz competition.
The Association’s newest (and youngest) member, Gwith-
yen Brown arrived safely on 14th March. Congratulations
to parents Nessa and Andew.
West Kent Cornish Association held their annual lunch
early in June. Guests came from Tunbridge Wells and the
London Cornish Association.

In May, four LCA members had the pleasure of sharing a
meal with Fay and David Binns from the Southern Sons of
Cornwall. The choice of venue was the (rather noisy!) Old
Bank of England pub, built on the site where the literary
character, Sweeny Todd carried out his macabre activities.
This was a very enjoyable evening and one we hope to
repeat in the future when other visitors are passing through
London.
We repeat our invitation to contact us if you are coming to
London. We would love to meet up with you. Contact the
Editor at editor@londoncornish.co.uk

A warm welcome awaits you at the London Cornish Association
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A fine run in the national cup saw the London Cornish 1st

team finally end the season belatedly at the last 16
stage, when we went down 34-29 to eventual beaten fi-
nalists Aylesford Bulls. We had accounted for two pro-
moted sides in the previous two rounds, which had been
delayed by the bad weather at the turn of the year, so we
were justifiably proud of our efforts. Our 6th place finish in
the league actually masked the fact that we have im-
proved, since we had a worse playing record last season
yet finished 5th! Our 2nd team claimed 4th in their division,
a fine effort and one which sees us just miss out on pro-
motion at the first attempt. The Dukes (4th XV) finished a
close 3rd in their division, so this has been another suc-
cessful season for the club on the pitch. Our Choughs
(3rd XV) were not in a league this season as mentioned in
the last edition, but I can confirm that we will enter them
in one next season and will need to recruit more players
to ensure we field 4 full sides every Saturday. One post
season note is that one of our players was selected for
Surrey to play in the County Championship Shield, Pete
Calvert having actually been born in the county. With the
distances involved it is tough for us to have players se-
lected for Gods Country, but I live in hope because that
would make me a very proud coach!
Off the pitch, things have not gone so well, a hole in our
finances having been identified following the failure to
chase in debts adequately, and this is forcing a wholesale
rethink about the way we run the club from a financial
perspective in these tight times. At the time of writing I
have approached a number of Cornish companies regard-
ing sponsorship for next season and I will update you on
progress in the next edition, when I will also give you
details of the comings and goings from a playing and
coaching perspective in the close season!
Since I last wrote, I have actually become engaged to be
married, and we have set the date for August this year in
Gulval Church near Penzance. I think the local vicar was
a little surprised when I asked if Trelawney could be sung
at a wedding, but he has acceded to the request and so
has my fiancé! Completely by coincidence and with no
prompting from my parents, we have actually chosen the
same church and the same venue for the reception that
they did, and my mothers’ parents before them – it prom-
ises to be a colourful and joyful occasion. We are heading
to Scilly for our honeymoon, which is only a short one
since Davina is an actress and is straight back into re-
hearsals 10 days after the event – I may have mentioned
that it also means I won’t miss our pre season matches,
but her career is clearly the main reason! We have in fact
just returned from a holiday on Scilly, where I had spent a
few days working beforehand. Part of my job involves
publicizing the company for whom I work in the local
press, so I was interviewed on Radio Scilly. I took the
chance to plug London Cornish whilst there, and was very
amused to find that the stations ‘Roving Reporter’ has
been given a company bicycle to get around the main
island of St Marys to carry out his reports – I have attached
a photo of Keri and me standing over his ‘company car’! It
is a strange fact that the Channel Islands have always
managed to compete in leagues whilst the Scillies have
not, despite them having a serviceable rugby team. Money
talks methinks!

Next season we will be visiting Cornwall once again for our
pre-season Tour to play the winners of the previous sea-
sons Cornwall Senior Cup. For the second time in 3
seasons this will be Camborne, and since last time we
were turned over we are heading there looking for re-
venge! As a born and bred ‘chopper’, nothing would be
sweeter, though I would settle for another game like the
last one, which proved to be a high quality affair. These
tours serve a secondary but no less important function, for
they help us to blend new players into our squads seam-
lessly, them also being imbued with all of the ‘cultural’
elements of the club that make it so special! Full report
next time…
Our home ground may well receive a makeover in the
close season – we don’t own it but rent on a long term
lease, and we understand that plans are at an advanced
stage to refurbish the changing room and upgrade the
facilities; I hope they do because they are beginning to
look a little tired now and do not match our excellent
playing surfaces.
Well, with a busy summer for me personally, that’s all for
now. Have a great few months and I look forward to
updating you next time, my first as a married man!
Dickon Moon
Coach

On behalf of all our members, who so enjoy reading the
rugby reports, I would like to wish Dickon and Davina a
wonderful wedding in August and a long and happy life
together.

Dickon (L) and Radio Scilly’s Roving Reporter, Keri

We welcome the following new members who have
recently joined the LCA:

Dr Christopher Burgess
Dr Gillian Penny
Miss Carol Paul
Mr Fred Hancock

Do you know anyone who has Cornish connections –
whether by birth, descent or marriage? Why not encour-
age them to join the LCA? They can obtain an application
form from:
The Membership Secretary, 17 Trellyn Close, Barming
Maidstone, ME16 9EF
or on the website: www.londoncornish.co.uk
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At last our membership is starting to rise and I am very
pleased to welcome the following new members:
Dr Christopher Burgess, living in Reigate, Surrey
Dr Gillian Penny from Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire
Miss Carol Paul who is living in Aylesford, Kent
Mr Fred Hancock from Crafthole and now living in Poole,
Dorset. He and his wife Barbara, who is an existing LCA
member, are active members of the Bournemouth Cornish
Association.
The Association membership as at early May, is 254. Let
us hope this continues.
We do still need more new members, so please do what
you can to encourage other people to join. You may think
that 254 is a lot of members, but if you take a look in your
Brochure (Yellow Book), you will see that our membership
is not just in London. It is spread across the country and
includes members who have retired and returned to Corn-
wall. These have retained their membership because of
their loyalty and their pride in having Cornwall as their
Homeland.
At the beginning of May, there were still 30 members who
had not paid their subs, despite the fact that the renewal
reminder was in the last newsletter. I hope I won’t have to
send out more reminder letters. This is not meant to be
offensive, but we all have memory lapses as we get older!
‘Golden Membership’ means that you have been a mem-
ber of the London Cornish Association for fifty years.
Congratulations to Mr NAD Broad who joined in March
1961. He is a life member, now living in Exeter. A second
qualifier is Peter Robilliard who joined in May of that year
and became a very active member of the Trelawny Club
(for those who don’t know, that was for members under
the age of 30). He now lives back in his home town of
Bodmin. Another member will reach this landmark later in
the year, but you will have to wait and see who it is.
Could I please ask that if your telephone number changes,
you let me know (as members do with changes to their
address)? There was an occasion recently when the time
of a function was altered only a couple of days prior to the
event and those who had booked had to be contacted. We
could not get hold of one member because their number
had changed. Members also forget to inform me of chang-
es to their email address.
Why is it that food is such a great attraction? This is really
noticeable with the smaller Cornish Associations, where
their programmes have regular pub lunches or food at a
member’s house. Even the LCA has regular ‘informal
lunch meetings’ which are popular with those who attend.
The following was seen on TV Cefax News in the middle
of April – A Cornishman has opened a Cornish Pasty
House in the Latin Quarter of the Danish capital, Copen-
hagen. Danes were fond of pastry and there was a gap in
the market. The pasties are proving so popular that con-
sideration is being given to opening new shops and possi-
bly selling pasties from ‘converted bicycles’. I wonder if
these pasties are actually made in Cornwall and then
exported. Under the European Commission’s Protected
Geographical Indication status, which was recently award-

ed to the Cornish pasty, only pasties made in Cornwall can
be called ‘Cornish Pasties’.
Did you see about the disastrous fire earlier this year
which destroyed the popular old thatched Pandora Inn at
Restronguet Creek, Mylor? When we were in Cornwall in
March, we went for lunch at the Pandora as we hadn’t
been there for some time. We were pleased that we had
gone but were sorry about the fire. From what I have
heard, there are plans to open the bar this summer and
then rebuild the Inn in a similar style. Sadly, it can never
be the same with all the modern building regulations.
Nevertheless, we look forward to visiting the Pandora Inn
when it has been rebuilt.
Recently, I was looking through a small book containing
‘historical information’ and came across the following –
Sirloin originated when a king jokingly knighted a joint of
beef. It said this story was from the 17th Century and
referred to a king who lived a few hundred years before. It
didn’t name the king but claimed that while at a meal, he
dubbed a piece of beef with his sword and said, ‘Arise Sir
Loin’. I thought that this was quite interesting and I learned
something new.
We still hear of Cornish Associations that are suffering
from reduced membership and are struggling to continue
because of this. They seem unable to attract new mem-
bers, and particularly those who are willing and able to
actually help with the organisation’s events. I repeat my
previous comments that we don’t like seeing declining
memberships and hope that Cornish Associations, partic-
ularly ours, will continue into the future. So again, I ask
that if you know of any Cornish people or descendants
living near you, give them details of the LCA or your local
Cornish Association. Who knows, they may be interested
in joining and becoming one of our new members. Please
tell them to contact me at the address below or, alterna-
tively, you can let me have their names and addresses so
that I can send them a Membership Application form.
Going back to my reference about sirloin steak, did you
know about this story, or believe it? Well, I have since
looked at the title of the book and found it was called ‘Fact
or Fiction’. When I went back to the article and read
further, it said, ‘Fiction: actually ‘sirloin’ comes from the
Old French ‘sur-loigne’ or over the loin of beef.’ Oh dear,
we have to be careful what or how we read anything.
I am not sure whether the following is actually fact or
fiction but it does make a good story: A pub, near Phillack
Church in Hayle, dates from the 18th century and is tradi-
tionally named the ‘Bucket of Blood’. Its name and smug-
gling heritage refers to a story that a customs officer was
murdered and thrown down the well from where the un-
suspecting landlord drew up a bucket of blood water.
Regarding ‘fact and fiction’, I hope you have read these
‘Meanderings’. There is no intentional fiction in them and I
hope that, in fact, you continue your membership! If you
have any comments, please let me know, hopefully ‘fact’.
Kernow bys vyken
Graham Pearce, ‘Pengwyth’, 17 Trellyn Close, Barming,
Maidstone, Kent. ME16 9EF
Tel: (01622)727167
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The Fishermen of Port Isaac
By Geoff Provis
Published by Trefreock Publications, 2009
ISBN 978-0-9562998-0-2
£9.99
Port Isaac, Port Issick, or Corn Port (its old name) is an
isolated Cornish coastal village with a fascinating history,
mainly connected with the sea. In this lovingly-researched
first volume about the port Geoff Provis deals with the
fishermen; life was difficult for them and for their families
and Geoff pays due tribute not only to the men but to their
womenfolk who kept the homes going in good times and
bad. He describes the traditional fishing industry in Port
Isaac, Port Gaverne and Port Quin from the days of sail
until the mid-1960s when fibreglass boats began to re-
place the old wooden ones.
As well as a wealth of information, on almost every page
there are photographs, all with captions identifying people
and places. There are charts, maps, statistics, other illus-
trations and even the occasional poem. The book in-
cludes details on fishing methods, seasonal fisheries, the
weather, local characters and sayings, coastal marks, and
even chapters on myths, legends and superstitions
(seeing a rabbit from a boat was very unlucky and some
fishermen would even return to shore immediately if they
caught sight of one). At the end of the book is a long list
of the port’s fishing boats with the names of their owners
and masters.
The fishermen followed a varied life in their attempts to
obtain employment and earn enough money for their work
and families. Geoff is now preparing a second volume
about Port Isaac, dealing with other sea-faring activities
including the lifeboat and coastguard service, sailing ves-
sels, wrecking and yachting. With a touch of sadness he
comments that the village has changed dramatically over
the past 50 years and the place he depicts has now
largely disappeared. I think that in his first volume he has
ensured that the fishermen and their work will be remem-
bered and recorded for posterity, and I am looking forward
to reading his next book.
Geoff has kindly sent us a copy of his book for the LCA
Library. If anyone would like to borrow it, please let me
know.
Lorna Leadbetter

Hayle Oral History Project
The Hayle Oral History Project has been recording
people’s memories of Hayle in the 1920s-1940s. Some of
these have been included in a book, Churks, Clidgy &
Doodle-Dashers. Hayle Tales and Trails. The book was
launched in December, with a reprint in March 2011. It is
available from Hayle Library at a cost of £5. Alternatively,
it can be viewed online at no charge. Go to
http://hayletaleshome.blogspot.com/ Apart from the text
version of the book, it is also possible to listen to inter-
views and view archive film.

Cornwall hots up for a summer season of gradu-
ate exhibitions & shows
The Falmouth Summer Festival will exhibit the work of
graduating students from University College Falmouth.
Students will showcase the work they have done during
their study at the Schools of Art & Design and Media &
Performance.
The work will be exhibited at both the Woodlane and
Tremough Campuses and will be open to the public from
17th – 24th June. More information can be found on the
Festival website - http://www.falmouth.ac.uk/festival

First Fleet Surgeon buried in Liskeard
Recently, Duncan Paul Matthews (Liskeard Old Cornwall
Society) hosted Dr Geoffrey Lancaster AM, Professor of
Music at the Australian National University. He had come
to Liskeard, to see the headstone of George Boucher
Worgan, a surgeon on the Sirius, one of the ships making
up the First Fleet to Australia in 1788.
It is known that George Worgan took a piano with him on
the voyage so that he could teach music to the convicts.
That portable instrument, with folding legs is one of
Australia’s most prized musical instruments today.
When Worgan could no longer work, he returned to the
UK, and took up farming, rather unsuccessfully,• in the
Liskeard area and he•built•his home•there.• At one point,
he was the organist at St Martin's Parish Church, playing
the organ which is now at St Ive Church, near Liskeard.
George Worgan is buried at St Martin's Parish Church,
Liskeard, but his headstone has been moved to make
ground maintenance easier. There is, however a bronze
plaque, erected by the First Fleeters Association.

Sharing ‘Good Reads’
From The Sunday Telegraph Magazine 20th March 2011
Goodreads.com, the social networking site for bibliophiles
[uses computers to recommend] titles based on your
previous literacy likes and dislikes. All you have to do is
rate 10 books on a scale of five stars and the suggestions
will follow. Meanwhile, the residents of Point, a village
near Truro, have come up with a far more low-tech but
equally useful system of promoting books they like (or no
longer wish to own). To preserve their local telephone
box, they have converted it into a ‘book-stop’ where any-
one can drop off or collect second-hand volumes.

The deadline for the next issue of the
LCA Newsletter is

5th August
Please send all contributions to:
Liz Broekmann
The Editor
1 Stephenson Drive
Windsor
SL4 5LG

Or email to editor@londoncornish.co.uk


