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After the bitter weather we have been experiencing recently, it is a treat to see the
first signs of spring. With blossoms starting
to cover the trees and the first daffodils
showing their faces, we know there are
warmer (and hopefully, sunnier) days
ahead.
Since our last newsletter our members
have enjoyed several interesting events –
and you can read reports on these in this
newsletter. And, there are lots more to
come before our social programme for the
year ends – our Annual Dinner, a Family
History Day, an outing to the Chelsea
Physic Garden, the AGM and Trelawny
Lecture and the picnic in Hyde Park, as
well as several ‘Monday lunches’. There is
something for everyone and we hope many
members will avail themselves of the opportunity to participate. We would love to
see you at our events, but would ask you,
if possible, to let us know that you will be
coming. We can then look out for you – and
if catering is involved, make sure that there
is something for you to eat. You will find the
contact details for event organisers in the
newsletter and in the yellow brochure.

you are involved in any celebratory activities, please do let us know. We would love
to hear what your Association or town will
be doing to mark this special Cornish day.
Talking of reports... I would like, again, to
appeal to members (and others!) to submit
items for the newsletter. I am eternally
grateful to those who have been so supportive over the past year, but there must
be many other members with stories to tell
or events to report on. These do not have
to be long – unless you would like to prepare a mini-feature article!

In a few months, the Gorsedd will be making a big decision – who should be given
the annual Pewas Map Trevethan Award.
This Award acknowledges the many wonderful things Cornish people do to foster an
appreciation of Cornish life, heritage and
culture both at ‘home’ and in the far flung
corners of the world. Nominations for this
award are being called for at present. If you
would like to suggest someone, please
make sure you send their details to our
Hon Gen Sec, Dr Francis Dunstan by Monday 15th April. You will find his contact
details elsewhere in the newsletter and on
There are lots of treats for lovers of Cornish the special flyer which accompanies it.
culture in the coming year. The first of
these is the Amongst Heroes art exhibition You will see from the message at the botwhich is currently being held at Two Tem- tom of this page that subscriptions are due
ple Place in London and which has already at the beginning of April. A subscription
been visited by several LCA members. renewal form comes with this newsletter.
Reports from them have been most enthu- Please complete it and send it to our Membership Secretary by 1st April 2013. If you
siastic.
usually pay by standing order, renewal is
London music lovers will have their treat in
automatic and you don’t need to worry.
November when they will have the opportunity to attend a concert of male voice Now, all that remains is to wish you an
choirs which will be held at the Royal enjoyable spring and to say that we look
Albert Hall. Those staying in Cornwall, or forward to seeing you at some of our
going down early in May, will be able to events in the coming months.
attend some of the many concerts which Best wishes
will make up the Sixth Cornwall InternationKernow bys vyken
al Male Voice Choral Festival.
As we go to press, many people will be
preparing to celebrate St Piran’s Day. If

Subscription Reminder
Subscriptions for 2013 are due on 1st April. Please complete the renewal form which is
included with this newsletter and send it to the Membership Secretary - Graham Pearce,
17 Trellyn Close, Barming, Maidstone, Kent ME16 9EF,
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Further details of
these events can be
found on page 2
127th Annual Dinner
16th March
Family History Day
13th April
Visit to Chelsea
Physic Garden
28th May
AGM and Trelawny
Lecture
12th June
Annual Picnic
13th July
Informal Lunches
25th March
22nd April
20th May

Deadline for
the Autumn
Newsletter
is

5th May
Please send all
contributions to
The Editor at the
address on the
back page

A warm welcome is extended to non-members who would like to attend any of the
London Cornish Association events.
AGM and Trelawny Lecture Wednesday 12th June

Annual Dinner - Saturday 16th March
Principal Speaker: Andrew George, MP
Venue: The Thistle Hotel, Marble Arch
Bryanston Street
London W1H 7EH

1pm - Pasty Lunch
2pm - AGM
3pm - Trelawny Lecture
4pm - Tea and biscuits

Meet from 5.30pm in the Albert Suite.
Dinner will be served at 7pm.

Lecturer: David Holman - Chairman of the FFHS The Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry 1702-1959

Family History Day - Saturday 13th April

Venue: Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,
235 Shaftesbury Ave (Nearest tube: Tottenham Court
Road or Holborn)

(See advert at the bottom of this page)

Cost: £10

Guided Tour of Chelsea Physic Garden Tuesday 28th May

Contact: Francis Dunstan - Tel: 01494 531703
Email: gensec@londoncornish.co.uk

Time: Tour starts at 12 noon

Booking essential if you want a pasty lunch

Venue: 66 Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea
(Nearest tube: Sloane Square on the District and Circle
Line)

Annual Picnic - The Rose Garden, Hyde Park
Time: 12 noon

Cost: £8

Meet: Queen Elizabeth Gate
(Nearest tube: Hyde Park on Piccadilly Line.
Buses from Victoria to Knightsbridge or Marble Arch 52, 16, 148, 38 and from Piccadilly to Knightsbridge - 38,
14)

Contact: Diana Ward - Tel: 020 89461688
Email: dianaward@hotmail.com
Booking essential as spaces are limited.
Refreshments are available in the café.

Contact: Tony Wakeham - Tel: 020 77037378

LONDON CORNISH ASSOCIATION
FAMILY HISTORY DAY
Saturday, 13th April 2013
Speakers:
Tom Doig – Women in the 1800s
Lesley Trotter – The Cornish Wives “left behind”
The nineteenth century was a time of mass emigration from the mining districts of Cornwall as successive
waves of men left to work overseas in the Americas, Australia, South Africa and other far-flung destinations.
They frequently left wives behind in Cornwall, intending to send for them later, or return home themselves as
soon as they had made their fortunes or fulfilled their contracts. We rarely hear much about the women in Cornish history and this illustrated talk explores how the migration of the men affected the lives of their wives who
remained in Cornwall
Venue:
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
235 Shaftesbury Avenue
London WC2H 8EP
(Nearest underground stations Holborn or Tottenham Court Road)
Time:
10am to 4.30pm
Fee: £15 for members (including LCA-affiliated societies and
Cornwall Family History Society)/£20 for non-members.
This includes coffee, pasty/saffron cake lunch and cream tea.
Vegetarian pasties can be provided if ordered in advance.
Booking essential
Contact:
Francis Dunstan (01494 531703/cornish@francisdunstan.plus.com)
or Lorna Leadbetter (0208 989 7634/leadbetter@lineone.net)
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the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry (DCLI). This was
General Sir Walter King Venning (a surname mostly found
in Cornwall). The diary I had was for 1906, which from a
military point of view, was very quiet as there were no wars
then. The DCLI were based in Cape Town, South Africa
and life seemed to consist of horse-riding, playing tennis,
playing bridge and going to dances. I noted that one
Friday, the writer had gone to a dance until 2 am. However
next day, he had a tooth extracted by gas. That sounded
like bad planning to me! Later the DCLI went back to
England by sea via Portsmouth. There was an intriguing
entry shortly before they left which said Sold ‘Baby’ in
public square for £20. I wondered who ‘Baby’ was – I think
it must have been his horse.

Informal Lunches
Methodist Central Hall, Westminster
(Nearest tube: St James’ Park)
25th March
22nd April
20th May

Forthcoming Dinners of other Associations
Midlands Cornish Association - 18th May (Dinner)
West Somerset Cornish Association - 6th April (Dinner)
West Kent Cornish Association - 9th June (Lunch)
Contact the Association Secretary for more details. Their
contact details can be found in the yellow brochure.

Unfortunately we did not have the time to spend longer
there. However the general consensus was that people
did not know that weapons could be so interesting.
Thank you to Graham Norton and Samantha Doty of the
Museum for organising the visit, and to Tristan for his
fascinating presentation.

Visit to the National Army Museum

Mary Timmins

It was a cold frosty day on Wednesday 12th December
when the London Cornish Association visited the National
Army Museum in Chelsea. There were 19 of us who met
in a reserved side room off the café for lunch and / or a hot
drink to warm up. Pasties from Cornwall were available
and were generally thought to pass muster.

Who was General Sir Walter King Venning?

I too noticed that the diaries which I saw, from 1917 - in
the middle of the First World War - also only gave social
engagements in London, when the writer was clearly at
We then went to the lecture room where Tristan Langlois, the War Office.
Head of the Education Department, gave a presentation Afterwards, I did some research into what he did and
on The History of the Army. This was illustrated by a found he had had a very distinguished career. General Sir
practical demonstration of arms through the ages, ranging Walter King Venning was much decorated: G.C.B.,
from a long bow from the Battle of Hastings, a sword, C.M.G.,C.B.E., M.C. He was commissioned in the DCLI in
various guns (with and without magazines) through to the 1901 but from 1907 served in other, mostly administrative,
Bren gun.
capacities, including Director-General of the British Supply
Tristan explained that our old enemy was the French (he Mission in Washington DC between 1942 and 1946. He
said he was half French so he was allowed to insult was honoured as Colonel in the DCLI from 1935-1947.
them!), but then in the Crimean War we joined forces with Although, as the Army says, ‘he became top brass’ he
the French against the Russians. Although he did not always cherished his Cornish regimental connections.
mention it, we joined forces with, not only the French, but Graham Gendall Norton
also with the Russians, against the Germans in World War
II. How our enemies keep changing!

New Year’s Lunch at the Penderel’s Oak,
Holborn

He said that in feudal Britain there were no professional
soldiers. The King kept his power by being able to produce
an army who would fight for him. All land was ‘held’ by
grant from the king. He would appoint high feudal lords,
who, in return for their lands would be responsible for
providing knights on horseback and archers. Imagine, he
said, if the Duke of Cornwall had to do this! Similarly one
of his vassals, (possibly a Baron of Bodmin!), would have
to provide archers and foot soldiers. He said that the long
bow required 70 lb. in order to fire it, and that the English
were such good archers, that the French had no chances
against a storm of arrows.

It was a very cold day, but 21 members made it to the
lunch. Some couldn’t make it because of other commitments while others were getting over winter colds.
There was plenty of chat and we shared news from Cornwall, during our delicious lunch.
Everyone thought it was a good start to 2013.
Tony Wakeham

The army had to be available at any time if there was a war
(against the French) and it was disbanded when the war
was over.

A Guided Tour of Trinity House Tower Hill,
London

After Tristan had finished his presentation we were invited
to try out the various weapons. I tried but they were quite
heavy and it was all I could do to lift most of them! Tristan In writing about this guided tour on Monday afternoon the
made it look so easy but you obviously have to be fit and 4th February that was so well organised by our Leader of
strong to be in the army.
the day, Lorna Leadbetter, it would be appropriate to say
Then we went to the Archives Room and we were given a a little about All Hallows church, our lunch at the Kitchen
stack of personal diaries which belonged to an officer in and then something about Trinity House.
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required extensive reconstruction. It was rededicated in
All Hallows-by-the-Tower, also previously dedicated to St. 1957.
Mary the Virgin and sometimes known as All Hallows Many portions of the old church survived the War and
Barking, is an ancient Anglican church on Byward Street in have been sympathetically restored. Its outer walls are
the City of London, overlooking the Tower of London.
15th century, and the 7th century Saxon arch doorway from
Founded in 675, it is the oldest church in London, and the original church is the oldest piece of church material in
contains a 7th century Saxon arch with recycled Roman London. Many brasses remain in the interior and three
tiles, the oldest surviving piece of church fabric in the city. outstanding wooden statues of saints, dating from the 15th
th
All Hallows-by-the-Tower was first established in 675 by and 16 centuries, can also be found in the church, as can
an
exquisite
Baptismal font cover which was carved in
the Saxon Abbey at Barking and was for many years
1682
by
Grinling
Gibbons for ₤1200, and which is
named after the abbey, as All Hallows Barking. The
regarded
as
one
of
the finest pieces of carving in London.
church was built on the site of a former Roman building,
traces of which have been discovered in the crypt. It was The church has a museum called the Crypt Museum,
expanded and rebuilt several times between the 11th and which contains portions of a Roman pavement which,
together with many artifacts, was discovered many feet
15th centuries.
below the church in 1926. The exhibits focus on the history
Its proximity to the Tower of London meant that it acquired of the church and the City of London, and include Saxon
royal connections, with Edward IV making it a and religious artifacts.
royal chantry - and the beheaded victims of Tower
executions were sent for temporary burial at All Hallows. Also on display are the church's registers dating back to
the 16th century, and notable entries include the baptism
of William Penn, the marriage of John Quincy Adams, and
the burial of Archbishop William Laud, who remained
buried in a vault in the chapel for over 20 years, until it was
moved during the church’s restoration to St. John's
College, Oxford. The altar in the crypt is of plain stone
from the castle of Richard I at Athlit in The Holy Land.
All Hallows-By–The-Tower

All Hallows-by-the-Tower is celebrated and remembered
throughout the world in the use of its name both in Dublin
(All Hallows College) and in Brisbane (All Hallows'
School). It has been the Guild church of Toc H since 1922.
On the 4th January 1950 the church was designated a
Grade I listed building.
Cornish Connections
The Foundation Stone of Cornish granite which is located
on the external wall under the great east window has the
following inscription chiseled and gold lettered in Latin and
translated as:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:AllHallowsByTheTowerChurch.jpg

Ethelburga founded me in 675
Samuel Pepys rescued me from the Great fire in 1666
1940, the enemy gravely wounded me
1948, loving friends restored me’

The heart of King Richard I is said to be buried somewhere
in the north part of All Hallows' churchyard where a chapel
which had been built by Richard in the 12th Century once
The second Cornish connection is the oak gavel which is
stood.
in the form of a mason’s mallet, as used by the Penzance
The church was badly damaged by an explosion in 1650. branch of Toc H, and which was presented to All Hallows
This happened when some barrels of gunpowder which in 1946.
were being stored in the churchyard exploded. The west
The third connection is the window panel which depicts
tower and some 50 nearby houses were destroyed, and
the House flag of the Hain Shipping Line of St. Ives.
there were many fatalities.
The tower was rebuilt in 1658, the only example of work
carried out on a church during the Commonwealth era of
1649-1660. It only narrowly survived the Great Fire of
London in 1666 and owes its survival to Admiral William
Penn, father of William Penn of Pennsylvania fame, who
had his men from a nearby naval yard demolish the
surrounding buildings to create firebreaks. During the
Great Fire, Samuel Pepys climbed the church's spire to
watch the progress of the blaze and what he described as
"the saddest sight of desolation".
Restored in the late 19th century, All Hallows was gutted
by German bombers during the Blitz in World War II and

The Kitchen At Tower
Lorna’s recommendation for lunch in the Kitchen was well
deserved both in the quality and quantity of the food,
together with very good service and above all at the right
sort of price, surprisingly so given its London location.
This is a newly opened venue that offers homemade,
traditional, British food in a relaxing setting, near one of
the country's favourite landmarks. Situated next to All
Hallows-by-the-Tower and a stone’s throw from The Tower of London, The Kitchen offers a surprising oasis on the
edge of one of the busiest cities in the world.
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Tower of London was offered as a safe place to store the
Corporation’s paintings and treasures, however, only the
smaller paintings could fit into the available space, with the
large pictures remaining in the House to be later sent to
Bayham Abbey, Kent; it was these paintings that survived
the war. Those stored in the Tower showed signs of damp
and were brought back into the House for a further move
to the home of Lord Runciman at Doxford Hall. However,
during the night of 29th December 1940 the House was
destroyed together with the total loss of it valuable contents.

War Memorials
After lunch and with a need to walk some of the goodies
off, Lorna lead us across the road into Trinity Gardens and
pointed out the location of the two war memorials to the
Royal Naval and Merchant Marine personnel who perished performing a most hazardous task under very trying
conditions.
Trinity House on Tower Hill
The Corporation of Trinity House of Deptford Strond,
known as Trinity House, is the official General Lighthouse
Authority for England, Wales, and other British territorial
waters, with the exception of Scotland, the Isle of Man,
and Northern Ireland. It is responsible for the provision
and maintenance of navigational aids, such as
lighthouses, light vessels, buoys, and maritime
radio/satellite communication systems. Trinity House is
also the official deep sea pilotage authority, providing
expert navigators for ships trading in Northern European
waters. It is a non-departmental public body.

GB, continue to speak in some detail about the present
artefacts and paintings that are to be found through the
principle rooms of Trinity House, concluding his guided
tour in the Library, before offering tea and biscuits prior to
seeing us on our way after some two hours, at the conclusion of a most interesting and highly informative tour.

Our Guided Tour
Having crossed the gardens and Trinity Square we were
greeted by Geoff Boyd [GB] our Guide for the remainder
of the afternoon, at the front door of Trinity House and
ushered into the entrance hall. GB went on to explain that
there are no plans or drawings that survive of the original
hall and alms-houses of the Fraternity at Deptford prior to
its incorporation in 1514. In 1618 the Brethren moved to a
house in Ratcliffe and in 1660 took a house in Stepney
also; whilst using this house for meetings until 1670, when
the Corporation moved to Water Lane in the City in 1660.
This house was destroyed in the Great Fire of London in
1666 and again by fire in 1714. The rebuilt house gradually fell into disrepair and by the 1790s it was determined
that the headquarters should move to its current site on
Tower Hill.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:TrinityHouseLondon.JPG

This new building was first built between 1794 -96 by
Samuel Wyatt, Surveyor to the Corporation and brother of
the famous James Wyatt; William Pitt the Younger, then
as Prime Minister laid the Foundation Stone on the 23rd
May 1796. In 1940 it was gutted when a German incendiary bomb lodged in the roof of the main stairwell, leaving
nothing of the original building save the Trinity Square
façade.

The History of the Corporation
The Corporation came into being in 1514 by Royal
Charter granted by Henry VIII under the name ‘The
Master, Wardens, and Assistants of the Guild, Fraternity,
or Brotherhood of the most glorious and undivided Trinity,
and of St. Clement in the Parish of Deptford-Strond in the
County of Kent.’ The first Master was Thomas Spert,
Captain of Henry’s flagship Mary Rose. The name of the
guild derives from the church of Holy Trinity and St
Clement, which adjoined the king's new dockyard
at Deptford.

During 1952-53, the reconstruction of the House was
undertaken by Professor, Sir Albert E Richardson using
details contained in a number of 1919 photographs taken
from the Country Life Magazine, to reconstitute an almost
replica of the interiors. In place of the ‘old Ballast office’
that had stood to the east of Wyatt’s original building a
new wing was added that now incorporates the Library,
Reading-room, Pepys Room and the corporate offices.
This addition prolongs the line of the old building, however, it is subordinated to it, as the new extension is set back
and is differentiated by the use of brickwork in the upper
storey [see photograph]. Trinity House is a Grade I listed
building and was refurbished in 1990 and where possible
the decoration is very much in keeping with the 1790s
period.

For many years, Trinity House depots were maintained
in Harwich, Great Yarmouth, Penzance, Swansea, East
Cowes and on the Thames at Trinity Buoy Wharf which
closed in 1988. In December 2002 Trinity House announced that the Great Yarmouth, Penzance and East
Cowes depots would close. Today Trinity House's operational headquarters is in Harwich, supported by depots in
Swansea and a flight operations base at St Just. Its
operations are also supported by three vessels; the two
large tenders THV Patricia and THV Galatea, and the
Rapid Intervention Vessel THV Alert. A small secretariat is
Although the House today contains a number of interest- based at Tower Hill.
ing and valuable artefacts, instruments, furnishing, sculp- The Master of the Corporation (now an honorary title) is
tures and paintings; many others have been lost in the the Princess Royal. Previous Masters of Trinity House
fires of 1666, 1715 and 1940. In 1939 a dungeon at the
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She’s a Hero

have included the diarist Samuel Pepys, the Duke of
Wellington, and Admiral William Penn. Winston Churchill
gained his status as an Elder Brother of Trinity House as When Lorna wrote in the Winter Newsletter about her
a result of his position as First Lord of the Admiralty before Cornish cousin who was a patient in a London hospital
and during World War I.
over 100 years ago, and compared their experiences of
Trinity House is ruled by a court of thirty-one Elder knee problems, and hospital treatments then and now,
Brethren, presided over by a Master. These are appointed she had no idea that her part of the story would continue
from 300 Younger Brethren who act as advisors and and that she would have something else to relate to cousin
perform other duties as needed. The Younger Brethren Elga, if only they could meet today.
are themselves appointed from lay people with maritime
experience, mainly naval officers and ships' masters but
also harbour masters, pilots, yachtsmen and anyone with
useful experience.

Barts Health NHS Trust was formed in April 2012 and
includes the hospitals in which Lorna and Elga received
their respective treatments. It is the largest NHS Group in
the UK and serves a population of over one million in East
London, with a workforce of over 15,000. The Trust has
recently held its first ‘Health Heroes’ Award Ceremony to
recognise staff who have made an outstanding contribution towards the values it has set. Lorna told the Newsletter that the group of volunteers she works with (the ‘Joint
Information Group’, a support group for patients who have
had elective hip or knee replacement surgery at Whipps
Cross University Hospital) were delighted when they were
nominated for one of the awards.

A Cornish Connection
Sevenstones Lightship
The Sevenstones Lightship is moored off the Seven
Stones reef approximately 10 miles North East of the Isles
of Scilly, between the reef and the northbound shipping
channel. The Seven Stones has only ever had a lightship
- no-one has ever tried to build a lighthouse on the reef.

The lightship is now automatic, but in years past the They were thrilled to hear later that they had been shortlightship crew had featured in many rescues and also listed for the team award in the ‘Achieving ambitious
provided refuge for shipwrecked mariners.
results by working together’ category, and to be invited to
Thanks to modern technology these lightships, like the the celebration dinner. Further excitement was to follow
lighthouses around the coasts of the United Kingdom, are for, on the evening itself, JIG was declared the winner in
no longer manned. Instead, they are managed remotely. its category, and received an award from the Barts Health
Chairman and Chief Executive. Lorna recalls ‘We were
Weather data from the Seven Stones is transmitted live.
completely over-the-moon. I think it’s the first time I’ve had
a standing ovation. I was waving madly, grinning from ear
Much of the information in this article comes from:
to ear and jumping up and down’. Still slightly on cloud
1. Wikipedia - www.wikipedia.org/
2. Trinity House publication – ‘A history of the House nine, she wishes she could tell cousin Elga about the
experience and how wonderful and yet challenging it is to
and its Treasures
be in a group of ‘Health Heroes’.

156 Years on, but a familiar ring…
Thanks to Lorna Leadbetter for sending in this item.
From West Briton & Cornwall Advertiser of 6th Feb
1857
FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT - We have
now abundant evidence of the distress among the working
classes. For a week past, bands of unemployed persons
have been parading the streets in order to excite charity,
and their orderly and respectful conduct shows that their
case is one of real hardship. The unemployed consist
chiefly of bricklayers, carpenters, and painters; but since
the setting in of the frost, the list has been considerably
swelled by gardeners, and the field-labourers of the suburbs. It is supposed that so many as fifty thousand persons are now out of employment in the metropolis. No
danger to the state of order, or to property, has been
threatened as yet, but such a state of things cannot continue for any length of time without producing a popular
commotion. It is a very hard thing for men to starve in sight
of the wealth and abundance which are everywhere displayed in this capital. If no improvement take place in the
labour market, it will be necessary, for the security of
property, if not for the sake of the starving operatives, that
the government should devise some means of alleviating
the general distress. Public works have been talked of,
and possibly a remedy may be found in this direction on a

One of the treasures in the Trinity House library – a silver
model of the Bishop Rock Lighthouse dating from 1858.
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Pewas Map Trevethan
Award (Paul Smales Award)
2013:
Call for nominations

legitimate basis - many government building schemes
being already in contemplation. Such measures, however,
are not congenial to English ideas of the natural laws of
supply and demand; and it would be well if the cause of
the present derangement of affairs were fully ascertained,
in order that we may know whether it be due to an accident
of the moment, or some radical disease in our commercial
prosperity. The question is a momentous one.

The Paul Smales Award is given
to a Cornish man or woman, not
currently living in Cornwall, who
has made an outstanding contribution to the enhancement of the people and heritage of
Cornwall. In 2012, the award was given to Flora "Tommi"
O'Hagan (Myrgh an Vermayl: Daughter of the Vermillion).

Congratulations to our Cornish Cousins
Anyone with even a small drop of Cornish blood would
have been very pleased and proud to see the large
number of ‘Cornish Cousins’ who were included in the
2013 New Year’s Honours List. We congratulate them all:

Nominations are invited for the 2013 award.
Nominations, with supporting evidence should be sent to:
Hon Gen Secretary of the LCA, Dr Francis Dunstan
26 Sharrow Vale, High Wycombe, Bucks, HP12 3 HB

Knighthood
Ben Ainslie was knighted for services to sailing after
becoming the most decorated Olympic sailor in 2012.

Closing date is Monday 15th April 2013

OBE
Carleen Kelemen, director of the Convergence Partnership Office for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, for services
to social justice and economic inclusion.

A reason to visit…

This is our new column which highlights some of the links
MBE
between Cornwall and London.
Lieutenant Commander Christopher 'Damage' Canning,
who led the 771 naval air squadron between March 2010 For some time, two of our members – Cilla Oates and
Tony Wakeham – have been trying to trace the mark
and March last year.
made by the Cornish on London and several of our other
Paralympic gold medal swimmer Jonathan Fox.
members have supported this project by letting us know of
Helen Glover, from Penzance, half of the rowing pair who discoveries they have made. We hope ultimately to use
the information we gather to create a leaflet for Cornish
won Team GB's first gold of the Olympics.
cousins visiting London.
Dr Melissa Hardie-Budden, for services to heritage and
If you know of any Cornwall-London links - these could be
the arts in west Cornwall.
anything from a piece of granite to a building or from a
Lugina Oates, for services to the community in west
person to an event - please share them with us so they
Cornwall.
can be included in the collection. You can send them to
Kevin Penhale, customs officer, for services to border The Editor, who will pass them on: the email and postal
protection.
addresses can be found on the back page of this newsletDavid Williams from Wadebridge for services to regional ter.
cinema.

This time, we focus on Spitalfields. One of the Cornish
connections in that area is the Whitechapel Library which,
BEM
in 1892, was donated to the community by the Cornish
Lynn Bartlett, for services to the community in Polruan.
philanthropist John Passmore Edwards. For information
Alison Bevan, director, Penlee House, Penzance, for
on this, and other things you can see in this fascinating
services to cultural heritage in Cornwall.
corner of London, take a look at the Spitalfields Life
Dorothy Fisher for services to animal welfare and the website - http://spitalfieldslife.com/
community in Cornwall.
Amanda Kimmins, for services to the community of St
Agnes.
Phyllis Madron for services to maritime safety.
Pamela Richards, for services to the community in
Foxhole.
Barbara Snowling, for services to the community in
Crafthole.

Don’t forget…
… to submit your nominations for the

2013 Pewas Map Trevethan Award
Closing date for nominations is 15th April

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Whitechapel_public_library_1.jpg
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The Cornish Federation of Male Voice Choirs

Cornwall Sings

presents

Music lovers have some treats in store in the coming
months, when they will have the opportunity to hear
Cornish male voice choirs at two exciting events – the
International Festival of Male Voice Choirs in Cornwall
and a charity concert at the Royal Albert Hall.

A Massed Male Voice Choir Charity Concert

60 choirs 50 events 40 venues…
Sixth Cornwall International Male Voice Choral
Festival – 2nd – 6th May 2013

Royal Albert Hall, London

At the
7.30 Pm, 2nd November 2013

Imagine! A massed choir of at least 650 voices drawn
from the 25 member choirs of the Cornish Federation of
The Cornwall International Male Voice Choral Festival Male Voice Choirs and 2 associate members…something
celebrates the fine tradition of male voice singing of which guaranteed to produce that renowned Cornish male voice
Cornwall is so proud! Cornwall has more male voice choir ‘wall of sound’.
choirs per head of population than anywhere else in the The choir, which will perform at the Royal Albert Hall on
UK, and one in every 200 men in Cornwall sings in a choir nd
2 Novermber, will be conducted by four very expericompared to a national average of one in 1700!
enced and well-respected Musical Directors of Cornish
The Festival, which is the largest male voice choir compe- male voice choirs - Stephen Lawry, MD of Mousehole
tition in Europe, brings together male choirs (both young Male Voice Choir (accompanist Annette Turton), Judith
and older) from across the world to celebrate this wonder- Pinguey, MD of Newquay Male Voice Choir (accompafully rousing and emotional art form. Nothing can surpass nist Chris Bennett), Elaine Tangye, MD of Nankersey
male voice singing, whatever the language.
Male Choir (accompanist George Smith) and Phil Taylor,
Over sixty choirs will participate in the Sixth Cornwall MD of Burraton Male Voice Choir (accompanist Elizabeth
International Male Voice Choral Festival which will take Sidebotham)
place in May. Nearly thirty of those choirs will be from The programme on the evening will reflect both the tradiCornwall with others coming from England Wales Scot- tions and heritage of male choral singing in the Duchy,
land Australia, Lithuania, the Czech Republic, Holland and will mix popular and well known male voice choir
Russia, France South Africa and Germany.
favourites with more modern pieces – and will hopefully
Nineteen concerts will be organised, one in almost every include one or two surprises as well!
major town across Cornwall and there will also be con- Amongst the performers who have confirmed their prescerts in Truro Methodist Church, Truro Cathedral and The ence are, organist Jonathan Delbridge, the Cornwall
Hall for Cornwall. Each concert will feature both local and Cambiata - a choir for boys whose voices are changing,
international choirs. The full programme and arrange- and the Cornwall Youth Orchestra This reflects the Fedments for buying tickets can be found on the Festival eration’s commitment to encouraging, supporting and
website - http://www.cimvcf.org.uk/.
promoting young musicians in Cornwall.
LCA member and President of the Federation of Old The compere for this very special evening will be The Rt
Cornwall Societies, Duncan Paul Matthews will be the Revd Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro.
compere at the St Neot concert on 2 May.
Cornish Choirs have presented concerts at the Royal
During the day, choirs will sing at many of the tourist Albert Hall on four previous occasions, 1983, 1988, 1994
attractions in Cornwall including Lanhydrock, Heartlands and 2000, the last three of these being organised by the
(a new development celebrating the Cornish Diaspora), Federation. On every occasion it has been a most reThe Lost Gardens of Heligan, The Eden Project, Penden- markable event, full of unbridled Cornish passion. A
nis Castle, the National Maritime Museum in Falmouth previous chorister has commented, ‘What we put on at
and the Tate in St Ives. Choirs are also being encouraged the Albert Hall is not so much a concert but an experience!’
to do some impromptu singing wherever they are, whethTickets for the event can be bought from the Royal Albert
er in a town centre or on the beach!
Hall box office or online at http://www.royalalberthall.com..
If you need further information, visit the Festival website Approximately three thousand have already been sold, so
- www.cimvcf.org.uk or contact the Festival Director, Pe- make sure you book yours soon to avoid disappointment.
ter Davies - peter@cimvcf.org.uk.
The major beneficiary of this year’s concert will be the
RNLI, but funds will also be donated to Cornwall Hospice
Care and the BBC Radio Cornwall Appeal.
If you want to find more details, visit the website of the
Cornish Federation of Male Voice Choirs - www.fedcornishchoirs.org.uk or contact the Publicity Officer, Jim
Christophers at Jimc49@hotmail.co.uk

Stythian’s Male Voice Choir, one of the choirs participating
in the Cornwall International Male Voice Choral Festival
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names they are looking for, but other details which will put
‘flesh on the bones’. Lorna Leadbetter, one of those involved in the project writes:

Tragedy Strikes the Fisherman’s Friends
It was with great sadness that we heard recently of the
deathsof two members of the Fisherman’s Friends following an accident at a concert venue in Surrey. Our thoughts
are with their fellow choristers, their families and their
friends.

CFHS would like to enhance the website by recording not
just names, places and dates but by including other details
and in particular photographs of individuals, memorials,
headstones and other personal information. This is where
you can help! Do you have a photo of a family member
or a headstone or some other item of memorabilia that you
would be willing to have copied for inclusion in the website? Do you have a little snippet of information that might
link up with another and help to paint a fuller picture?
Very often war casualties were recorded on more than one
memorial, in the parish of residence and at an official
Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery or
memorial, or elsewhere. There are many instances of
casualties being recorded far from where they were born
and lived. As an example, I am currently researching the
case of a man who was born in Cornwall, emigrated to
Canada, served in a Canadian regiment, died in East
London and is buried in the City of London Cemetery at
Manor Park.

Amongst Heroes: The Artist In Working
Cornwall
The Winter Newsletter gave details of this exhibition,
running from 26th January to 14th April at Two Temple
Place – see http://www.twotempleplace.org/index.html
There are some talks and other events associated with the
exhibition that may be of interest to members – see the
above website and click on Events Calendar for more
details. The following may be of particular note:

If you would like to know more about the Cornwall’s War
Dead Project, or if you have any names, information or
photos that you would be willing to share, or even if you
would like advice on the suitability of material, please
speak to me at one of our events or phone
02089897634/email: leadbetter@lineone.net. I will then
put you in touch with the project leaders in Cornwall.
CFHS will treat all material in a careful and considerate
manner. Wearing my LCA and my CFHS hats, I’ll be very
pleased to hear from you.

Friday 1st March, 5.30pm - Industry in Cornish Art:
1880-1950 Free
A symposium on the representation of industry in the work
of the Newlyn and St Ives schools. Hosted by the Courtauld Institute of Art. www.courtauld.ac.uk/researchforum
for more details. Free

Thursday 7th March, doors open at 6.30 for 7pm, £8
Cornwall as inspiration for Henry Scott Tuke
Author and freelance curator Catherine Wallace explores
I recently had the opportunity to look at the database and
Tuke’s fascination with Cornwall
found the names of three of my family who died in World
Thursday 21st March, doors open at 6.30 for 7pm, £8
War 2. I was amazed at the information which had already
An evening of Cornish Song and Theatre
been put in, including details that I did not know - like
A moving evening of traditional Cornish folk song and where one who was shot down in Germany had been
tales from acclaimed duo Peter Berryman and playwright buried - and this convinced me what an incredibly useful
Pauline Sheppard.
resource this database will be for family historians. I enThursday 28th March, doors open at 6.30 for 7pm, £8
courage you to contribute any information you have and
Hard Rock: memories of a Cornish Tin Miner.
help the Society to achieve its aims of creating a database
Celebrated historian and former tin miner Geoff Treseder which is both useful and interesting.
investigates the history of Cornish mining.
Book tickets to all events at:
twotempleplacegallery.eventbrite.co.uk. Pre-booking is
advised to avoid disappointment. For all additional information please see www.twotempleplace.org or telephone A new stained glass window which will soon be installed
0207 836 3715
in St Cleer’s St Clarus Parish Church, St Cleer will be
dedicated early in June.

New Window For St Clarus Church

The four panel commemorative window, which is a memorial to the Honeycombe family, portrays a number of
ancient monuments found on Bodmin Moor – the Cheesewring, Long Tom, Trethevey Quoit, St Cleer Holy Well and
mine engine houses. What is unusual about it is that it also
In our last newsletter, we mentioned an exciting project includes honey bees and the Cornish bezants on the
being undertaken by the CFHS who are compiling a list of Honeycombe family take the form of a honeycomb.
Cornish war casualties from the First World War. The
database already contains over 5 000 names and the This window is thought to be the only one in the UK which
Society estimates that that number could more than dou- portrays bees.
ble. The plan is to launch a website where the information Duncan Paul Matthews
would be freely available to anyone who wants to use it.
President, Federation of OCS
The society is appealing for help from anyone who has
family members who died in 20th century wars. It is not just

Cornwall’s War Dead: Can you help with
this project?
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A card for all those special notes

Interesting ceremony at Penzance

The LCA has recently commissioned a card with a Cornish theme which is ideal for writing notes or using for
birthdays or special greetings. The picture on the front,
which was designed by Kim Vousden, shows Old Porthwikkel Harbour.

Thanks to John Carbis for sending this item in.
From: The Royal Cornwall Gazette – Thursday January
24, 1867
A public meeting, convened by the mayor, was held at
Penzance, on Tuesday evening ’for the distribution of
rewards to the crew of the Richard Lewis lifeboat, for the
very gallant services rendered during the recent gales’.
The proceedings were of a very interesting character, and
the gallant fellows were loudly cheered.

The cards (with envelopes) are approximately A6 in size
and can be bought for £1.25 each or at a special rate of
£5 for 5 cards.
We will have some cards for sale at LCA events but if
you want to place an order, please contact the Publicity
Secretary, Ursula Jeffries at
publicity@londoncornish.co.uk

Mr. D P Le GRICE made the following address:'Brave crew of the Richard Lewis - I attend here this
evening as one of the committee of this borough of the
National Lifeboat Institution to return you personally my
best thanks for the honour you have conferred on this
lifeboat station, by the manner in which you discharged
your duty at the late wreck.
We, your neighbours, being anxious to shew you how
sincerely we appreciate your conduct, have made a collection and presented to each of you a small sum of
money, but you must not for a moment suppose that we
consider that as a reward adequate to your services. The
only adequate reward you can receive must be from your
own breasts, the proud consciousness of having risked
your lives to save those – of your fellow human beings –
lives not of your friends and neighbours, but of utter
strangers, for aught you knew foreigners, nor was this
heroic act the result of any momentary excitement.

The Cornishman goes Digital
BRITAIN’S most westerly weekly paper, which covers
Penzance, St Ives, Hayle, Land’s End and the Isles of
Scilly, has launched an online edition for the first time in its
130-year history. This new digital page turner will be
aimed at Cornish expats who live away but are still interested in keeping up with the local news in their former
community and, because it eliminates postage costs, a
subscription becomes more affordable for those living far
from Cornwall .

For you, my noble fellows, have deliberately pledged
yourselves to face the dangers of the deep, whenever this
committee may think proper to require you so to do. May
the Richard Lewis ever have so brave a crew.'

The rewards were the society's silver medal to Mr. Samuel
HIGGS, Jnr and the following amounts to others, part from
the society and part from the public:- Thomas CARBIS,
William HIGGINS, Thomas SINGLETON, Thomas ADAMS; John LAY, William GRIFFITHS, and Edward
HODGE, £5 19s, each; Alfred WILLIAMS, Thomas
HAWES, and James LEE, £5 each; Thomas SMART, and
James PENGELLY, £3 each; George GWYTHERS and
Thomas ANCELL £2 10s, each; Richard HARVEY 32s;
The online version of the newspaper can be viewed on a Henry TREWHELLA, Samuel WILLEY, and John DAPC, laptop or tablet device and will contain the same mix VIES, 10s each; in all £71.
of news, sport, entertainment, property, motors and classifieds as the newspaper.
One digital copy of The Cornishman will carry the same
cover price as the paper, at £1, with discounts for long
term subscriptions.
Editor Jacqui Walls said: ‘Cornwall has a huge diaspora,
with more Cornish people living in Australia than currently
live in the county itself.
Taking this into account, plus the prohibitive cost of postage for some of our readers who live outside the area,
encouraged us to start looking at ways in which we could
get the paper to them.’
To see what the online edition looks like, log on to
www.cornishman.co.uk.
If you need any further information, please contact the
Editor at:Jacqui.walls@c-dm.co.uk or The Editor, 13/14
Market Place, Chapel Street, Penzance, Cornwall, TR18
2JB
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Thomas Carbis circa 1866, Penzance harbour pilot and
Coxswain of the Richard Lewis lifeboat

A St Piran’s Day message from the Grand
Bard, Maureen Fuller
Sent in by Tom and Libby Luke (Bendigo, Australia)
Dhe Gernowyon yn pub le, Dy’ Goel Sen Piran da dhywgh-hwi oll! To Cornish people everywhere, a Happy
Pirantide to you all!
This year we have had many more requests than ever for
the Grand Bard to support various activities, celebrating
St. Piran throughout Kernow. This is wonderful news and
its good to see the events multiplying and being spread
out over several days, so that I can travel the full length of
Kernow. Even so, some events clash and we have sent
out the past Grand Bards and the deputy Grand Bard to
help and join in with these extra events. If we carry on
growing, then St. Piran’s Day MUST become a public
holiday, a chance for everyone to celebrate!
We are lucky to have a saint who enjoyed feasting, so
celebrating his life by having a good time seems appropriate and enjoyable. He was also a man of the land, living
amongst the dunes, collecting firewood for the fire that
ended up smelting tin and living on fish from the sea. It is
also said he decorated his cell with crystals that he found
whilst out walking in our historic landscape.
But most importantly, St. Piran was a man who had values. He stuck to what he believed to be right and was
prepared to die for his beliefs. He connected well with
everyone, earning their respect. He was courteous, selfeffacing, witty, inventive and thoughtful for other people,
community minded. In these respects, he is a good role
model for Cornish children.
Life has always been hard for Cornish people; they are
survivors and the difficulties have formed their characters.
Cornish scientists, inventors and others have made their
mark not only on Cornwall, but the world. Men like Humphry Davy and Richard Trevithick have changed people’s
lives for the good. Materially, Cornish people had little in
life, but the most important thing they had was their creativity, the will to improve their lot in life.
In these present times of austerity, it is important that we
keep our confidence up, so celebrating St. Piran’s Day is
incredibly important. We will survive through our creativity, by using what is within us and costs nothing. We will
invent and create NEW ways of survival, which is what we
have ALWAYS done and history proves it WORKS.
In the latest Census, Cornish people have shown themselves to be present all over the UK and more school
children identified themselves as Cornish in this year’s
PLASC survey, Junior section. This augurs well. We also
remember today all those people throughout the world
who had to leave Kernow to earn a crust of bread and took
their skills worldwide. Their descendants remain in the
Diaspora, but their homes will be forever Cornish. To you
all, wherever you live, ‘Be Proud to be Cornish; stand up
and be counted.’
I wish you all a very Happy St.Pirantide, enjoy all these
events happening throughout Kernow and in the Diaspora,
in memory of our much loved saint. Make sure our
children know about St.Piran and how we celebrate his life
every year and that Kernow is a unique and special place,
one that we cherish and must keep safe for future generations, the inheritors of our Earth.
Dy’Goel Sen Peran Da dhywgh-hwi oll arta, Kernow bys
vykken.

From the newsletter of the Cornish Association of
New South Wales

Publications
Sampans and Saffron Cake
By Richard Lewis
Kenwater Books, 2012
ISBN 978-0-9571-832-0-9
Richard Lewis tells the story of his grandfather Fritz, a
marine engineer based in Falmouth and born in 1872.
Using Fritz's diaries he takes us on a journey encompassing not just Cornwall but Norway and China; for while this
book records a particular thread of family history it engages the reader in many broader issues.
Fritz Lewis travelled far from Cornwall and had a wide and
interesting career and the author achieves the difficult task
of broadening out from the experience of one man to the
social and industrial history of the day. Anyone particularly
interested in the details of these themes will find a clear
and useful index plus appendices and a bibliography so
that we are not only sure that there has been thorough
research but are also encouraged to set off on our own.
The book is divided into four parts: Norway, Cornwall,
China and Falmouth - Norway because that was the land
of Fritz's birth into a Cornish family. Once again we are
reminded of the distance workers expected to travel to
make their way and support their families and we learn
about industrial and social change (including the workhouses and the waterworks) through the eyes of a particular Cornish town. There is no doubt that Falmouth
residents and family members will find this well-produced
book informative and intriguing but there is plenty there to
engage a wide range of readers.
Ursula Jeffries
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It is with sadness that we report the death of member
Michael Ball. Michael was a proud Cornishman from the
Rame Peninsula and was an important member of the
Family History Group at the LCA. He will be missed at
future Family History events.
We offer our condolences to Michael’s friends and family.

a body of knowledgeable (and younger) Celtic enthusiasts.

USA

The Southwest Wisconsin Cornish Society will celebrate St Piran’s Day in a very Cornish way, with a pasty The Society’s website now has a new-look. It s easy to
navigate and the pictures which show their Cornish actividinner.
ties look really good. Check it out at - www.cousinjack.org.
Members of the Society will have the opportunity to learn
Cornish during March and April when the well known
authority on Celtic studies, Dr Benjamin Bruch will guide
Canada
them through the basics of the language.
Like so many Cornish Associations, the Cornish Heritage The Christmas festivities of the Toronto Cornish AssociSociety East is calling for officers to support its work. ation were, once again, a great success, with members
Their President, Lewis Pehall is now stepping down and and visitors enjoying a wonderful selection of delicious
their longstanding Secretary, Sylvia Hadowanetz is also Cornish (and not-so-Cornish-but-equally-tasty) cheeses,
savoury spreads, freshly baked pasties, saffron cake and
leaving after seventeen years.
buns as well as a selection of irresistible sweets. This was
In his final ‘President’s Message’, Lewis Penhall outlines all washed down with cranberry punch, brandied eggnog,
what he sees as the benefits of CHSE membership (which wine and Sleeman’s beer.
could equally apply to any other Cornish association):
There was plenty of entertainment too. Heather Dale and
CHSE permits us all to be exposed to a wonderful variety her bandmate SJ sang a couple of songs, ending with
of insights, stories, songs, perspectives and friendships Trelawny and then Ann Burke had everyone chuckling as
that otherwise would not occur. To be Cornish is to know she shared her memories of her Cornish childhood and of
pasties, saffron cake, clotted cream, ‘spot on’, ‘proper job’, her more recent visits to Cornwall.
the Cornish tartan, ‘Hail to the Homeland’, the ‘Pirates of
Penzance’, Land's End and other distinctive features of Members of the Association do not limit their enthusiasm
our culture. Thus we gather........thus we are all enriched. and hard work to Cornish activities. Two of their members,
Diane Buckell and Ann Crichton-Harris had their commuSo many people gain so much from being a member of a nity work acknowledged in the recent Diamond Jubilee
Cornish association but, if these benefits are to continue, Awards. Diane Buckell received her award for the role she
it is important that they give something back in turn – for played in helping to save High Park Zoo, while Ann Crichinstance, by helping out with some of the background work ton-Harris has worked tirelessly with others on the rejuveand by attending the events which their association organ- nation of the Roncesvalles neighbourhood following city
ises.
construction projects which caused major disturbance to
The CHSE meets four times a year. In December, fewer business and residential areas.
than usual attended the annual Holiday Meeting, but those
who were there enjoyed a sumptuous meal and some
Australia
good chat.
They will celebrate St Piran’s Day by eating pasties and The biggest event in the coming months is Kernewek
Lowender which will be held from 20th to 26th May 2013
watching a film on Cornwall.
The California Cornish Cousins will celebrate St Piran’s in the Copper Coast region of the Yorke Peninsula in
Day in Grass Valley. There will be a Cornish flag raising South Australia. There is special excitement this year as it
ceremony and the ever-popular ‘Pasty Olympics’ – a is 40 years since the first Festival in 1973. Ros Paterson
series of games involving the staple of the Cornish diet. writes that during those years, they have ‘discovered our
One of the highlights of the ‘games’ is the competition Cornish heritage and its many customs that had been lost
between the mayors of Grass Valley and Nevada City who over the years’
Most of the Festival activities start on the Tuesday but
The CCC Gathering will take place at the end of May. there is a Spiritual Retreat, Praying with the Cornish
They hope for a good turnout at this event which honours Saints – and beyond starting on the Monday at the historic
Moonta Mines Church.
the Cornish heritage of the area.
will fight it out for the Mayor’s Award’.

Grass Valley has strong Cornish connections, something
of which the Cousins are very proud. One of the ways they
have demonstrated this is by producing a brochure about
Grass Valley’s Cornish Carol Choir. This was distributed
throughout Grass Valley during the Christmas festivities.
It will be available to members at the June Gathering and
will also appear on the society’s Facebook page www.facebook.com/pages/California-Cornish-Cousins

The Ballarat Branch of the Cornish Association of
Victoria will celebrate St Piran’s Day with a flag raising
ceremony in front of the Town Hall and wreath laying at
the Gold Monument, after which they will gather for lunch.

The 17th Gathering of the Cornish American Heritage
Society in 2014 will be hosted by the Cornish Society of
Greater Milwaukee. Milwaukee offers a rich, urban setting with multiple opportunities while the university offers

In February, members of the Cornish Association of
South Australia heard a talk on What’s new in Kernewek
Lowender’ which must have whetted their appetites for the
Festival which takes place late in May. They will celebrate

The Branch’s Christmas meeting was a joyous occasion
with much good cheer, good company and good food. The
grace before the meal was said in Cornish by Patron Bill
Phillips.
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St Piran’s Day in March with a talk on a very Cornish New Zealand
theme - Fish, Tin and Copper
For a decade, the Cornish Interest Group of the New
The Association choir’s busy year, ended with a Christmas Zealand Society of Genealogists has been collecting
concert early in December. They sang some of the items data on the Cornish who went out to New Zealand and
they sang during the year and ended with Cornish carols. now, they have a successful Cornwall-to-New Zealand
Margaret Johnson explained why the choir so enjoys database. The details in the database are valuable, says
these carols by saying that ‘they really highlight our choir’s CIG Convenor Keith Vautier but what is important now is
male voices. The Cornish certainly know how to harmo- to expand ‘these facts to encompass the full history of
nise and the end result is the glorious sound of mixed these migrants, either as simple cameos or hopefully fully
researched family histories’.
voices.’
Members of the Cornish Association of New South The New Zealand Cornish Association celebrated its
Wales attended the Australia Day Celtic Festival on 26th 50th anniversary in 2012 by producing a small book about
January where they enjoyed some first rate music and the achievements of the Association and its individual
dancing. The special guest community this year was Ja- members.
pan – and their dancers ‘really provided some energy!’
The Taranaki Branch of the Association held its quarterly
The February meeting of the Association started in the
perfect place for a Cornishman – outside Cousin Jack’s
Pasty Co in Bondi Junction. Members were able to buy
their choice of pasy before taking a bus to their picnic spot
in Bondi. The more energetic had an opportunity to go on
a short coastal walk after lunch.

meeting in November. To celebrate the 50th birthday of the
NZCA, it was decided to do something a bit different and
so they invited ex members to the meeting. President
Gary Wellington welcomed everyone and then, after taking time to remember those who had passed away or who
couldn’t attend because of ill health, everyone tucked into
The St Piran’s Lunch will be held at the Ryde Leagues a finger-food lunch, followed by a slice of the special
Club where there will be a ‘time of good and plentiful food Jubilee Cake.
and enjoyable friendship!’ Members are encouraged to The speaker for the afternoon was member, Dale Oswear Cornish colours.
borne, who talked about the NZ Founders Society, their
The March meeting of the Association will involve a ferry arrival in New Plymouth and the difficulties they faced in
trip to Cockatoo Island where there will be an opportunity the early days.
to walk and picnic. I feel quite envious as this lovely island At the October meeting of the Christchurch Branch of
with its beautiful setting is where a group of us was taken the Association, Allison Button read a poem written by her
(many years ago) for a picnic after being awarded our great grandmother in 1880. She came to New Zealand
‘Queens Guide’ certificates at Government House.
from Cornwall as a governess and, in just one afternoon,
CANSW faces the same problems as so many associa- wrote the poem in which she praised the beauty of Corntions – the impact of an aging membership, and the wall. Perhaps this was an indication of how homesick she
distance some members have to travel. Although their was.
numbers have stabilised after a drop, they, like others, are The guest speaker at the meeting was the Rev. Graham
having problems recruiting office bearers.
Button who, with his wife, Allison, manages the Te Waiora
The Foundation Day Luncheon of the Queensland Cor- Trust house at Hororata. This is a Christian retreat for all
nish Association was most successful and the meal very denominations. Their original home was a 1910 vicarage
enjoyable. The Special Guest was Grace Roberts who which was badly damaged in the recent earthquakes. That
building has now been replaced by another and members
represented the Celtic Council of Australia.
were invited for a visit.
The highlight of the day was a presentation by member
Sally Blake who talked about her experiences as a volun- In November, the Branch went to ‘The Tea House’ in
Lincoln Township where they enjoyed a ‘High Tea’. The
teer at the London Olympics.
tea was served in silver pots and poured into bone china
Longstanding members of the Association, Paul and Lynn cups. The assortment of savouries, cakes and scones
Lashmar are obsessed with Volkswagen camper vans. (with strawberry jam and real clotted cream) were served
Their latest adventure involved buying a 1970 version, on antique cake stands.
stripping it down and then bringing it up to new condition.
In their determination to give it a Cornish look, they spray
painted the exterior in black and yellow and covered the
United Kingdom
seats in Cornish tartan.
There was a good turnout at the February lunch of the
The highlight of the past few months for the Southern
Thames Valley Cornish Association despite the freezSons of Cornwall was the Cornish Cultural Celebration at
ing weather and threat of snow. Everyone who attended
the end of October. From the feedback and from the
agreed that it was a really good event. Their next meeting
pictures in the newsletter, this seems to have been a most
th
successful event. ‘The committee fulfilled all their will be the AGM on 17 April.
expectations…The first ever Bardic Ceremony was well The members of the West Somerset Cornish Associareceived and the speakers gave very interesting and well tion heard a talk on the Reminiscences of a Black & White
prepared talks. The dinner at Worrigee House was, as Minstrel at their February meeting. In March, Mike Bolton
always great… Another first was the Celtic concert, which will regale members with stories about Forgotten Somerwas also a great deal of fun.’
set. Their St Piran’s Day Dinner will be held in early April.
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We offer our condolences to Bournemouth Cornish
Association whose Vice-President, Roger Pope, passed
away recently. He will be greatly missed by members and
friends of the Association.

amount of money is needed to enable the work to be
carried out.

Don’t forget to contact the London Cornish Association
and let us know when you are coming. If possible, we
would love to meet you.

To find out more about the organisation and how to join it,
visit www.cornwallheritagetrust.org

Although the Trust can apply for grants to help with its
work, it still needs to put in a large amount of money itself.
One way in which it hopes to achieve this is by recruiting
more members to support its work. The cost of Corporate
Membership is £30 a year, while individuals pay £15.

Contact The Editor
Email: Editor@londoncornish.co.uk

A warm welcome awaits you at the
London Cornish Association

A little bit of Cornwall at a Westminster
Abbey Christmas Service
Before Christmas, my daughter Jackie successfully applied for tickets for me and both my daughters to attend
the Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols which
was to be held in Westminster Abbey.

http://www.cornwallheritagetrust.org/images/history_industrialre
volution/image17.jpg

The doors opened at 3pm and after having joined a long,
but quickly moving queue, we got to our seats with time to
spare.
We were drinking in the magnificence of the building and
listening to the superb organ playing while watching as
more and more people poured into the Abbey, when
Jackie spotted a familiar figure – our President, Sir David
Brewer CMG! We had been given service sheets when we
arrived and on perusal, discovered that he was due to
read Lesson Five – St Luke 2, v8-16 - from the Great
Lectern (each reader read from a different place)

Art From Old Wellies

We felt somewhat short-changed when we realised there
were to be only seven lessons and carols, not the usual
nine we had anticipated, but that small lack was more than
compensated for by the whole experience and the added
bonus of the Cornish connection.

Examples of his work can be found in many parts of the
country, including London. Some of them display a delightful sense of humour. One example, which can be
found in Redruth, is this set of Tinner’s Hounds which are
made from old boots! They are seen here with their creator, David Kemp.

Artist David Kemp was born in London but for the past 20
years has lived in Cornwall. He works in a variety of
materials including timber, steel and bronze, but, he is
also known for the works of art he creates from recycled
material. He says, ‘I make things out of things, big things,
little things, old things and new things. I like to recycle
The second lesson was read from the Nave Pulpit by Wing things, and find new uses for things that have been thrown
Commander Richard Pattle, Master of the Prince of away. Some things say something about their surroundings, and other things become something else.’
Wales’s Household - so a link with our patron.

A truly splendid prelude to Christmas Day.
Yvonne Trembath

Cornwall Heritage Trust
The Cornwall Heritage Trust is a small charity dedicated
to maintaining Cornish Heritage in its widest sense. They
own or manage some sites in Cornwall and also give small
grants to help other Cornish organisations in their projects.
In doing this, the trustees try to support as wide a range of
ventures as possible including gig racing, Cornish wrestling, oral history projects, community productions and
local history research.
One of the Trust’s present priorities is the Treffry Viaduct,
a miracle of 19th century engineering. This landmark is in
need of extensive restoration and repair and a massive
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http://www.davidkemp.uk.com/works/view/6.html

Here we are, into another year. A slightly belated Happy
New Year to you all. Christmas has now passed and the
next one is only ‘a few months’ away. I hope you had a
good and memorable time.

you receive this Newsletter, you will have decided on the
answer. I wonder how many got it right. Were your
speculations correct?

both yourselves and me. Thanks also to all those members who pay up promptly. To those who pay annually by
cheque, postal order or cash, please make a note in your
diary or on your calendar to remind you that London
Cornish Association Annual Subscriptions are due at the
beginning of April - and please remember to pay on time.
I do hate having to chase members with further reminders
and then, if there is no response, having to cancel their
membership.

Last year we did have a lot of rain and the media kept
saying, ‘It was the wettest year since records began’. The
records to which they keep referring only started in 1910,
rather a short time compared to the existence of our planet
Earth! Have they forgotten such things as the Thames
freezing over to a depth of 11 inches in 1676 and again in
1683/4 and later in 1814? Then there was heavy snow in
1858 and 1929, and again in 1947 and 1962. Have you
noticed that these winter weather similarities appear to be
in fairly regular cycles of approximately 12 to 13 years?
Hot summers were recorded in 1911, 1933, 1947, 1990
and 2009. These appear to be in approximately 7 year
cycles. When these cycles coincide, they seem to give
another climatic variation. The media have now been
reminding us of the ‘heavy rain and flooding’ of 1953. Was
it 1963 or 1964 that the Promenade at Penzance was
badly flooded by a storm? How is your mathematics?
Does anyone want to predict the next hot summer or cold
winter and what is the yearly cycle for heavy rain? Before
anybody asks, I do not remember any of the times the
Thames has frozen over!

We often hear the expression ‘climate change’! Surely
Regarding our membership status, it has remained at 241. over many thousands of years the world’s climate and
weather goes through various cycles and some of these
We have had no new members or resignations.
Our Annual Subscriptions payment time of April is now cycles are of hundreds and thousands of years.
rapidly approaching. Thank you to everybody who pays by Historically we have heard about the ‘Ice Age’, and with
Standing Order as this makes things so much easier for the tilting of the earth, the Arctic and Antarctic are melting.

We always hope that we can recruit new members. I
repeat what I always ask: ‘Please do what you can to
encourage other people to join the Association’. We know
that Cornish people are always very proud of being Cornish and similarly, those with Cornish connections, be it by
marriage or descent are equally proud of Cornwall. So try
and encourage them to come along to functions where
they can meet, mix and enjoy personal face to face friendships with other Cornish people. Membership is not about
age, it is about our pride in being Cornish by birth, descent, marriage or connection. So tell them to join the
London Cornish Association and come along to a meeting.
You never know who you might meet, perhaps someone I was phoned from the Eden Project to say that they are
from your home town or it may be someone you knew from organising another ‘World Pasty Championships’ which
your school days. Life can be interesting.
will be held on 2nd March 2013 at the Eden Project. To my
In a previous ‘Meanderings’ I reported on the Olympic understanding they will again be complying with the
Games and the fact that the first Gold Medal was won by protected status given to the Cornish Pasty under EU law
Helen Glover from Newlyn who rowed and won in the in 2011. I do not know the exact details of the event, but I
Women’s Pairs Rowing Competition. I must congratulate do understand that entries from abroad will be cooked at
Helen again, this time for being awarded an MBE. Also I the Eden Project by cooks from various countries,
congratulate Sir Ben Ainslie who has been awarded a therefore qualifying as ‘cooked in Cornwall’.
Knighthood following his success in the Finn Class in Now on to a more serious note. We are always looking
sailing. He has become the most decorated Olympic sailor back in time. We know that we can learn from history, but,
of all time. His Cornish connections are in Falmouth where surely we must look forward and generate a future which
he lived and where he joined the Restronguet Sailing will then, at a later stage, become history. We are trying to
Club. Again, I say congratulations to them both.
do this with regards to the London Cornish Association
Did you watch the TV cookery programme ‘The Great and its future. Come on! Have you got any ideas or
Comic Relief Bake Off’ and see Helen Glover taking part suggestions on how to encourage people to join us so we
in the competition? Although I thought she did very well, can continue as an active and useful Cornish Association?
she sadly didn’t win – but you can’t win everything. At least As you know Cornish people are proud of their Cornish
ancestry, as they should be and, I am sure, always will be.
she had a go. Well done.
This is an example of past history that we must encourage
Talking about TV programmes, we were watching a
if we are to continue in the future.
programme on Industrial Inventions and suddenly we saw
a Cornishman who, some years ago, was Chairman of the This leads me to my regular question. Do you know any
Tunbridge Wells Cornish Association. He moved back to Cornish people or descendants who could be interested in
Cornwall and is now very involved with the Trevithick joining us. If so, then please give them details of the LCA
Society and steam engines. He is Kingsley Rickard. A or of your local Cornish Association. There is the
number of you will remember Kingsley; a few years ago he possibility that they might be interested in joining and
becoming one of our new members. Tell them to contact
gave the LCA Trelawny Lecture at the AGM.
me at the address below or, send me their names and
You may remember that in the last Newsletter, I said ‘we
addresses so that I can send them a Membership
have another winter approaching: Will it be wet? Will it be
Application form. Hopefully we could then, in the future,
dry? Will it be very cold? Will we have any snow?’ When
see an increase in membership.
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Again, I hope you have enjoyed these ‘Meanderings’ and Anyone who would like to know more about the event in
April, or the Charity itself should contact the Chairman, Mr
that they encourage you to continue your membership.
Alan Cooper on (01726) 813554
Kernow bys vyken
Graham Pearce, ‘Pengwyth’, 17 Trellyn Close, Barming,
Maidstone, Kent ME16 9EF
Telephone: (01622) 27167
The charities who benefitted from The Telegraph newspaper’s Christmas 2012 Charity Appeal included Shelterbox.
__________________________________________
By early January, the Cornish charity had already been
allocated £136, 406, which will be invaluable in providing
the resources needed to support people in need around
the world.

The Telegraph Christmas Charity Appeal

World Pasty Championships

University College Falmouth becomes
Falmouth University

On 2nd March, the Eden Project will host the World Pasty
Championships. The Championships, which are in their
second year, provide a wonderful opportunity to celebrate Cornwall’s most famous dish and give bakers in
Cornwall and beyond the chance to show off their skills.
The winners will be announced at the Oggy Oscars Ceremony in the evening.

The University College Falmouth has recently been granted full university status, making it Cornwall’s first independent University with its headquarters in Cornwall.

The University began as a small art school in 1902 and
Aspiring pasty makers will be able to watch a pasty dem- today is renowned as a multi-arts university, offering
onstration by Martin Chiffera ex-head pastry chef at the courses in art, design, media, performance and writing.
Savoy Hotel and will then have a chance to participate in
pasty workshops. Those who just want to enjoy a ‘Cornish’ day will be able to listen to live music and comedy.

Heligan produces the world’s most
expensive pineapple

We would be interested in hearing from any of our readers
who attend this event. Please send in your impressions
A pineapple grown at Heligan might look like an ordinary
and photographs.
pineapple but it is worth about £10 000!
It took two years to grow, using traditional Victorian gardening techniques which involved keeping it in a special
pineapple pit under a large amount of horse manure and
regularly soaking it in horse urine!
Heligan’s manure-heated pineapple pit, which is thought
to have been built in the eighteenth century, is probably
the only one in Britain which is still operational.
Pineapples were a status symbol in Victorian times and
the gardens used to rent them to wealthy Victorians as
dinner table decorations.
There are currently eight pineapples growing at Heligan
and because growing them is so labour intensive, it is
estimated that they have cost about £1 200 each to grow.
If auctioned, they could raise as much as £10 000 per
pineapple. But, the Heligan pineapples are not sold. Instead, they are cut up and shared between the staff.

Eden’s Senior Sous Chef Tony Trenerry and Events and
Hospitality Manager Di Smith show off the giant Cornwall-shaped
pasty made to celebrate the World Pasty Championships!

40 Years of ‘Chat’ to be celebrated in
St Austell

The deadline for the next issue of the
LCA Newsletter is

Cornwall Tapes for the Visually Impaired and Housebound will celebrate their 40th Anniversary on Saturday
13th April with a social gathering at Fraddon Village Hall,
Mid Cornwall at 2.30pm.
This Charity provides regular and individually tailored
conversation tapes for its users throughout Cornwall and
the UK, at no cost to the recipient. These ‘Chat Tapes’ are
compiled by the 26 strong ‘Chat Team’. One of the team
is Mrs Darcie Billing who has compiled in excess of 1000
such Chat Tapes, while still finding time for her other job
as Local Preacher for the St Austell Methodist Circuit.
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5th May
Please send all contributions to:
The Editor
55 Brownell Place
London
W7 3AZ
Or email to editor@londoncornish.co.uk

