Cowethas Kernewek Loundres

www.londoncornish.co.uk
After the recent cold weather, it is encouraging to see signs of spring, at last. This is my
favourite time of the year, when the warmer
weather brings out snowdrops, daffodils blossoms and the tiniest green buds on the trees.
You will note from this newsletter, that the
LCA has had a busy couple of months – no
hibernation for us in the winter! Since December, there has been a visit to the Geffrye
Museum, a very successful New Year’s lunch
and a tour of the Royal Institution.
Our ‘social season’ ends in July and there is
still so much on offer before then. We will
shortly celebrate our 126th Annual Dinner in
its new venue and before the summer holidays, we have a Family History Day, a Mystery Tour, the Trelawny lecture and a picnic in
Regents Park – something for all tastes.
The Trelawny Lecture is one of the highlights
of our year and this year, we are thrilled to
have as our speaker, the Rev Dr Malcolm
White, our Chaplain, who will soon be retiring
after a long period of service to and support
for the LCA. He is an interesting and inspirational speaker and it will be a pleasure to hear
him on 13th June.
The AGM has traditionally been held on the
same afternoon as the Trelawny Lecture. So
will it be this year, but there are some important changes to the format of the afternoon: it
will be held at Bloomsbury Baptist Church
(where we hold the Family History Days) and
will start with a pasty lunch! Please let Francis
Dunstan know if you are coming so we can
order a pasty for you. You will find his contact
details on page 2 and in your yellow brochure.
At the AGM, we are always keen to get more
members involved in helping with the many
odd jobs which are required to keep any
organisation going effectively. If we have
enough people to help out, the individual
share does not need to be onerous. Our most
urgent need at present is for someone (or a
couple of people) who has access to a computer and email to help with Secretarial duties. This would enable our current Hon Gen
Sec, Francis Dunstan, to take up his rightful
place as Chairman of the LCA. During the last
year, we have spent some time reviewing the
HGS role and have trimmed it quite a lot so it
will be more manageable. We urge any members who might be interested in helping with
this job – or any other - to contact a member
of Council.

It is time for me now to thank those people
who have been sending in reports and articles for the newsletter. Your efforts are appreciated, and some of them have even been
quoted in the newsletters of Cornish associations overseas! I would like to repeat my
appeal for items. There must be many readers out there who have a ‘Cornish’ story to
tell. It does not have to be long – unless you
would like to prepare a mini-feature article! (I
would love some of those!!)
The Cornish seem to be great travellers. We
need only think about all those who left for
foreign climes in the 19th century when economic conditions at home became intolerable. But, travel did not only happen when
times were tough. My great grandfather was
on the Board at Levant Mine and, even
though he was living in South Africa at the
beginning of the 20th century, used to travel
back to Cornwall for AGM’s! The travel bug
seems to be in the Cornish DNA. You will
know from previous newsletters that the LCA
tries to link up with visiting Cousins. In a
couple of months, we are expecting several
visitors from Australia and one from the US.
We usually try to meet up for a meal somewhere in central London. If you would like to
join us at any of these events, please let me
know and I will put you on my ‘to-be-contacted’ list.
Reading the newsletters of Cornish Associations around the world, and looking at their
websites, is a constant reminder about the
many wonderful things Cornish people do to
foster an appreciation of Cornish life, heritage
and culture both ‘at home’ and in the far flung
corners of the world. One of the ways this is
acknowledged is through the award of the
Pewas Map Trevethan (Paul Smales Medallian). Nominations are now being invited for
the 2012 award. If you know of someone who
would be a worthy candidate, and who is
living outside Cornwall, make sure you send
your nomination to Hon Sec, Francis Dunstan
(address on flyer). By the 16th April please.
This newsletter brings with it, a reminder that
subscriptions are due for renewal. You will
find a renewal form inside (or attached for
those who get their newsletter by email).
Please complete it and return it to our Membership Secretary by 1st April 2012. If you
have a standing order, you can ignore this.
Kernow bys vyken
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10th March
126th Annual Dinner
21st April
Family History Day
15th May
London Mystery
Walk
13th June
AGM and
Trelawny Lecture
14 July
Annual Picnic

Informal Lunches
19th March
16th April
21st May

Further details of
these events can
be found on page
2

Deadline for
the Summer
Newsletter
is

5th May
Please send all
contributions to
The Editor at the
address on the
back page

A warm welcome is extended to non-members who would like to attend any of the
London Cornish Association events.
AGM and Trelawny Lecture
Wednesday 13th June

126th Annual Dinner
Saturday 10th March– 7pm (meet from 5.30pm)

Pasty lunch
Street, 1pm
2.30pm AGM
3pm
Trelawny Lecture
Meet from 5.30pm in the Albert Room for drinks and a ‘bit
Lecturer: Rev. Dr Malcolm White
o’ chat’ before dinner.
(Hon Chaplain, London Cornish Association)
Marble Arch tube station is 200yards away while for those
‘The Spirituality of Cornwall’
coming by car, an NCP garage is next door and there is
Venue: Bloombury Central Baptist Church,
discounted parking.
235 Shaftesbury Avenue (Nearest Tube
Contact: Lizzy Broughton, 50 Grovelands Road,
stations: Holborn or Tottenham Court Road)
Palmers Green, London N13 4RH
Cost:
£9.50

Venue: Thistle Hotel, Marble Arch, Bryanston
London W1H 7EH

London Mystery Walk and Meat Pie with ‘Sweeny Contact: Francis Dunstan (01494 531703/
cornish@francisdunstan.plus.com
Todd’
BOOKING ESSENTIAL - Please let Francis Dunstan
Tuesday 15th May 2012
know by 7th June if you are coming

Enjoy a leisurely stroll to see some London sights - and
then have lunch at the Old Bank of England Pub (and
learn about Sweeny Todd!) 194 Fleet Street, London,
EC4A 2LT

Annual Picnic - The Regent’s Park Community
Wildlife Garden
Members who do not want to go on the walk are welcome Saturday 14th July
to join us for lunch.
The garden is on the south side of Regents Park,
next to York Bridge and the tennis courts. (Nearest
Times: Walk - 10.30am
Tube station: Baker St)
Pub lunch - 12.30pm
Time: 12 noon

Meet: St Paul’s tube station - Exit 2 (St Paul’s Cathedral).
Meet by Caffe Nero.

Contact: Tony Wakeham (020 77037378)

Contact: Jackie Trembath (020 77386795/
treasurer@londoncornish.co.uk)

LONDON CORNISH ASSOCIATION
FAMILY HISTORY DAY
Saturday, 21st April 2012
Speakers:
Colin Chapman - Pre-1841 censuses and Population Listings
Sue Gibbons – Shopkeeper Ancestors
Venue:
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
235 Shaftesbury Avenue
London WC2H 8EP
(nearest underground stations Holborn or Tottenham Court Road)
Time:
10am to 4.30pm
Fee: £15 for members (including LCA-affiliated societies and
Cornwall Family History Society)/£20 for non-members.
This includes coffee, pasty/saffron cake lunch and cream tea.
Vegetarian pasties can be provided if ordered in advance.
Contact:
Francis Dunstan (01494 531703/cornish@francisdunstan.plus.com)
or Lorna Leadbetter (0208 989 7634/leadbetter@lineone.net)
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Please also indicate whether:
The London Cornish Association will, once again, have a You are a member of the London Cornish Association.
presence at the RCS. If you are visiting the show, please You are a member of the Society of Genealogists.
do come and say ‘hello’ and, if you can spare a bit of time You would like a free advice session after the tour.
to help this would be much appreciated by those manning You would like to use the library afterwards (search fee
applies). If you would like to use the facilities, please
the stall.
Dick Richards will be preparing another of his excellent indicate how long you would like to spend there – 2hrs
promotional displays for the Show. The theme this year (£5), 4hrs (£10) or full day (£18).

Royal Cornwall Show – 7-9th June

will celebrate the London Olympics and links with Corn- If anyone decides to become a member of the Society of
Genealogists on that day, any search fees they have paid
wall.. Do come and see it!
will go towards the membership costs.
We look forward to meeting ‘one and all’ at the Show.
Mary will be at the Family History Day on Saturday 21st
April 2012 and will bring some literature about the Society
Informal Lunches – 12 noon
of Genealogists. She will be happy to discuss the visit at
that event. If you are interested in attending but are not
Methodist Central Hall, Westminster
able to attend the Family History Day, please contact Mary
(Nearest tube: St James Park, Circle and District Line)
before then.
19th March
If you want to stay at the Society of Genealogists for the
16th April
afternoon, Mary suggests that you bring a packed lunch
21st May
with you as most of the shops and cafés in the area are
Contact: Francis Dunstan Tel: 01494 531703
closed on Saturdays. Costa Coffee and Starbucks will be
open and there is a drinks machine in the Common Room
at the Society of Genealogists.
Remember, booking is essential
Contact: Mary Timmins
(Email: mary.h.timmins@btinternet.com
Tel.: 020 89978132)

Visit to Society of Genealogists
Saturday 1st September – 11am

Find out more about the SOG at – www.sog.org.uk

Venue: 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road,
London EC1M 7BA
Family History Day
(Nearest Tube: Barbican on the Circle, Metropolitan and th
6 October - 10am
Hammersmith & City lines)
Another exciting programme is being planned for this
Meet: In the Common Room at 11am.
event. More details will follow in the Newsletter and on
the LCA website - www.londoncornish.co.uk
This tour is being organised by member, Mary Timmins.
The group is limited to 15 people. Priority will be given
to members of the London Cornish Association. If the
number of people wishing to go on this visit exceeds the
limit, we will try to arrange another visit later in the year.
Tunbridge Wells – 5th March (St Piran’s Lunch)
West Glamorgan – 10th March (Dinner)
West Somerset – 31st March (St Piran’s Dinner)
Midlands – 19th May (Dinner)
West Kent – 20th May (Lunch)

The programme for the day…
In the morning, there will be a free tour of the Library
starting at 11:15 am and finishing about 1 pm.
In the afternoon volunteer members of the Society will
hold half hour, one-to-one advice sessions for those who
have specific questions. Although these volunteers are not
generally professional researchers, they do have a lot of
experience in family history and can be of great help.
These advice sessions are free and will take place every
half hour after 2 pm. They must be booked in advance.

Contact Association Secretaries for more information.
Their contact details are listed in the Yellow Book

After the library tour you will have the option of using the
library. Members of the Society of Genealogists do not
have to pay for this. Other visitors will have to pay the
standard day search fees. Current fees are: £5 for 2 hours, We wish member and Hon Vice President, Norman
Bunney a very happy 90th birthday on 16th March. Nor£10 for 4 hours and £18 for a full day.
man has had a long association with the LCA having
Groups of six or more people will get a discount of 20%. served as Chairman in 1961-2 and Hon Gen Sec from
In order to get the special rates, Mary needs to submit a about 1968-1988.
list of the non-members who will be attending and then
Norman is still very active in the community. Not only is he
pay the fee in advance.
Secretary of the Homecomers, but he is organist at
If you are interested in attending this event, please Ludgvan Parish Church and accompanies the St Buryan
send Mary the following information:
Male Voice Choir.
Name, Address, Telephone No, Email address.
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The Geffrye Museum, Shoreditch, London E2
On 17th December I joined a group of LCA friends for our
Christmas outing and lunch, the venue this year being the
Geffrye Museum in Shoreditch. This museum started its
life as almshouses built in 1714 as the result of a bequest
by Sir Robert Geffrye, who was born at Landrake and
came to London at the age of 16. The Cornwall Family
History Society database has revealed that he was baptised at Landrake on 24th May 1613, his father also called
Robert. At various stages of a prosperous career Robert
junior was an ironmonger, Master of the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers on two occasions and was Sheriff of
London in 1674. He was knighted in 1673 and became
Lord Mayor of London in 1685
The purpose of the almshouses was to provide homes for
‘poor people of good character over the age of fifty-six’,
mainly widows of ironmongers. There were 14 houses,
each with four rooms, one room per pensioner, and a
shared area in the basement for them to keep their fuel
and do their laundry. There was also a chapel where the
resident chaplain conducted two services on Sunday,
attendance by the pensioners being compulsory. Many of
the original fittings have survived including the stone and
marble floor; I think the pensioners attending their two
services must have been very cold on Sundays in winter!
Sir Robert was 91 when he died in 1703; he and his wife
are commemorated by a marble monument in the chapel.

Robert Geffrye
I’m sure all of us who attended would like to thank Liz for
suggesting this wonderful venue and making the arrangements for our festive outing. At our own pace we wandered through the Christmas Past exhibition.
Eleven
period rooms were decorated in authentic festive style,
evoking some of the rich and colourful traditions and
celebrations of the past 400 years in English class homes,
from feasting, dancing and kissing under the mistletoe to
playing parlour games, decorating the tree and throwing
cocktail parties.
Here are a few of the ‘Christmas facts’ I learned on my visit:
The celebration of Christmas combines elements of pagan
and Christian belief, from the Saturnalian feasting centred
around the winter solstice (eating, drinking and revelry), to
the birth of Jesus, the visit of the Wise Men and the giving
of gifts. By the late 18th century Christmas was a pale
shadow of the feast celebrated 150 years before. Even in
rural areas the keeping of Christmas, when landlords
provided a large feast and charitable gifts for their tenants,
appears to have been less common and was a cause for
concern among those who felt the wealthy were not honouring their obligations to the poor. On a smaller scale,
however, Christmas was still about eating, drinking and
giving alms.

The almshouses built by Robert Geffrye, now the
Geffrye Museum

It is a popular misconception that the Christmas tree was
introduced to this country by Queen Victoria’s consort,
Prince Albert. It is more likely that it was Queen Charlotte,
the German wife of George III, who started the tradition for
their young family in the 1780-90s. Trees were originally
decorated with real candles (which were lit!), toy instruments and animals, flags and baskets of sweets.

The almshouses served their original purpose for almost
200 years, before new premises were acquired by the
Ironmongers Company for their pensioners in the Kent
countryside. In 1912 London County Council bought the
site in Shoreditch and converted it into a museum of
furniture, reflecting the fact that this area of London was
Although turkey was introduced to this country by the
then the centre of the furniture industry.
1530s, it did not replace beef as the main dish of ChristRobert Geffrye did not forget the county of his birth; he left
th
money in trust to provide free education and to teach the mas dinner until the late 19 century. Plum pudding, a
boiled
pudding
of
suet,
eggs,
flour and dried fruit, the
children of the neighbourhood of Landrake reading and
forerunner
of
Christmas
pudding,
was served on the plate
writing and to give them religious instruction. The Worwith
the
beef
rather
than
separately
as a dessert.
shipful Company of Ironmongers in London were appointed as Trustees to administer the trust. Sir Robert
Geffery’s School in Landrake, now part of the state education system, still has the benefit of the Trust and the
interest of the Ironmongers’ Company both as Trustees
and benefactors.

The Christmas card was an English ‘invention’. In the late
18th century children would sometimes give their parents
written seasonal greetings to show off their ability at
handwriting. The first commercial Christmas card was
devised by Sir Henry Cole in 1843, who sent a greeting to
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until he went along to one of Humphry Davy’s lectures at
the Royal Institution and was so enthused that he became
Davy’s assistant. Michael Faraday later succeeded him at
the Royal Institution and developed the understanding of
electricity and magnetism. It also mentioned the experiments on ‘electric’ torpedo fish which give electric shocks
to its predators to protect itself. I was pleased that I had
seen these programmes because I felt as though I could
The first ‘Christmas message’ by a member of the Royal follow what was going on.
Family to the nation was made by King George V in 1932 Graham Gendall Norton had arranged the visit and when
on the wireless, and his speech was written by Rudyard the 16 of us had assembled we went into the library for the
Kipling. The first televised Christmas message was made presentation. This was given by Professor Frank James,
Professor of History of Science and Head of Collections.
by Queen Elizabeth II in 1956.
His main research involves editing the correspondence of
Lorna Leadbetter
Michael Faraday. He has always had a strong interest in
the relations of science with other areas of society and
culture - such as the military, art, religion and technology.
I thought this was going to be a scientific talk but it included science, poetry, politics and art. Sir Humphry Davy
wrote poetry and the presentation included his manuscript
poems read by Wahida Amin, a PhD student doing a
thesis on Davy’s poetry.
his numerous business and social contacts to save writing
individual letters. It was not until the 1860s that the
custom of sending cards became more common, first
among the upper and middle classes. With the introduction of a cheap rate for postcards and unsealed envelopes
in 1870, the sending of cards increased greatly. In Victorian times there could be 6-12 postal deliveries a day,
including on Christmas Day itself.

The presentation was specially prepared for the London
Cornish Association as we could see on the corner of the
screen.
Humphry Davy was born in Penzance in 1778. He was
responsible for discovering or separating nine elements.
These were mainly the alkali elements – Potassium, Sodium etc. Apparently he was able to make electro-chemical
lectures sexy (don’t ask me how!) Contemporary illustrations show that the lecture theatre, which could hold 1,000
people at a squeeze, would be packed when Davy gave
his lectures. Ladies and gentlemen arrived in their carriages and the traffic was so congested that Albermarle Street
became the first one way street in London!

After their visit to the Museum, the group enjoyed
lunch in the restaurant. Several chose the special
‘Christmas’ meal which came complete with pastry
star!

Professor James’ presentation covered Davy’s scientific
achievements, his connection with the Royal Institution as
an immensely successful lecturer, being made a baronet,
and becoming President of the Royal Society. He was
New Year lunch
renowned for his invention of the miner’s safety lamp. His
It was a fair day and about 25 members made it to the travels in Europe were also recounted, including a special
clearance by Napoleon to visit Paris in 1813 to receive a
lunch at the knight’s Templar.
French scientific honour at the height of the Napoleonic
Everyone enjoyed a good meal and chat: after the Christ- Wars. He died and was buried in Geneva in 1829.
mas and New Year hols, there was a lot of chat to catch
At the end of the presentation Graham thanked Professor
up on!
James and Wahida Amin and gave each of them (and also
Members were thanked for coming by Lunch Leader, Tony Jane Harrison later) a copy of the latest Newsletter of the
Wakeham and Liz Broekmann, Chairman, also spoke and Friends of the Penlee Museum in Penzance. This congave details of future events in 2012.
tained a reproduction of a watercolour by Davy of Mount's
Everyone thought it was a really good day [and it was! Ed.] Bay from Ludgvan, done when he was about 18. This was
acquired by Penlee last year. By a very happy co-inciTony Wakeham
dence, the PowerPoint presentation began with another
such view by Davy from the Royal Institution archives.

Visit to the Royal Institution

Then Jane Harrison, the Archivist, gave us a tour of the
Royal Institution, First we saw the reception area, which
was new, but had various mementoes on the walls depicting Davy’s lamps. Then we went to see the Lecture Theatre on the first floor. It now has 300 seats. Fire regulations!
In past years it had no seats, only benches. It did look
familiar from the RI Christmas Lectures. Jane talked about
the famous people who had given lectures there, too many
to mention. At this point Francis Dunstan told me that he
had once given a lecture there, or to be more exact, he
had done a demonstration of an infra-red spectrophotom-

Every Christmas my husband watches the Royal Institution Christmas lectures for children. When I told him that
the London Cornwall Association were organising a visit
to the Royal Institution he was very enthusiastic and
wanted me to book it as soon as possible.
In preparation for this we watched the series Shock and
Awe: The Story of Electricity on BBC 4 in January. Part of
this included Humphry Davy and his experiments with
electricity. It told how Michael Faraday was a book binder
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eter. I was impressed that I was in such prestigious company!
Jane showed us a large portrait of Sir Humphry Davy
which was hung on a wall next to a staircase as it was the In the immortal words of The Scaffold, thank you very
much, thank you very very much, thank you very very very
only wall which was large enough for it.
very much!
Jane explained that there was a theme for each floor:
Thank you for your part in more than 80 events that have
1st Floor – Communication – this is where the lecture
taken place this year, to mark the centenary of the death
theatre is.
of John Passmore Edward, the Cornish Carnegie.
Ground Floor – People – this is where the restaurants, bar
Thank you for the floral displays; the memorial gardens;
and café are.
Lower Ground Floor – Experiments – the laboratories the invitations to talk to more than 40 groups; the appearance of the Truro Town Crier on the day of his birthday;
used to be here but now there is a museum.
the open days; the family history days; newspaper suppleWe saw a model of an electric (torpedo) fish.
ments, numerous news reports and magazine articles,
It is believed that Mary Shelley might have attended the and a host of other events. Just as Edward’s bequests
lectures on electricity here as she lived nearby, but it spread form St Ives to Herne Bay, so did the celebrations
cannot be proved. It is thought that the lectures gave her to mark the life of this extraordinary Cornishman.
the inspiration to write the book on Frankenstein, who was
Thank you to the hundreds that came to Truro Cathedral
a monster brought to life by electricity in an experiment.
in June for the Civic Service, welcoming nineteen deWe also saw some Humphry Davy safety lamps which I
scendents of both the Edwards and Passmore families,
remembered from my school days.
from across the UK, Australia and the USA and marking
Finally, as a tribute to Humphry Davy discovering nine the anniversary of the occasion of Edwards being presentelements, and another element discovered by someone ed with the Honorary Freedom of the City in 1893, the first
else at the Royal Institution, there was the Elements person to receive the honour.
Game. A copy of the Periodic Table was displayed on the
Edwards’ contribution to political reform was recognised
wall. There was a song about all the elements (which I had
by a well supported Early Day Motion in Parliament and by
never heard before). As each of the ten elements discova reception at Westminster and I thank the MPs who gave
ered was mentioned, its position in the Periodic Table was
their support, and in particular Sarah Newton, MP for
lit up for a few seconds. The idea is to press the button for
Truro and Falmouth.
the element while the light is on and before the next
element is mentioned. I was fascinated by this and we had A big thank you also goes to those who supported the
Centennial by hosting an exhibition, more than twenty
a go and scored 5.
taking place, and to those who also gave talks, both in the
I am currently reading The Disappearing Spoon by Sam
UK and in the US and to those that just came along to
Kean about the discovery of all the elements in the Periodlisten and, hopefully, enjoy.
ic Table, but I have not got to grips with this yet, as often
the chemical name e.g. Lead and the Chemical Symbol No matter in what way you took part, whether your contribution was large or small, I thank you all for a most
Pb, are different. I shall have to return and try again.
enjoyable year.
At the end of the tour Graham thanked Jane for all her
Dean Evans
work which made this a splendid afternoon.
The visit ended with tea. Jane had also arranged for us to
have scones with jam and clotted cream because of our We offer our congratulations to Dean on the success of
Cornish connection. This gave us another opportunity to the Centennial year.
socialise with members of the London Cornwall Association.
It was a very enjoyable and informative visit. Thanks to
Graham, Jacqueline (LCA Treasurer) and Francis for their
part in organising it.
Christians Aware, an organisation wish aims to develop
multicultural understanding and friendship is planning a
week long tour of West Cornwall in May. It will include
visits to places such as Zennor, Truro and Madron and
there will also be walks to Loe Bar, on the Lizard and
across the dunes to St Piran’s Oratory. The group’s visit to
Cornwall will coincide with Helston Flora Day and there
will be a chance to participate in the festivities.

Mary Timmins

John Brenton, a Cornish artist living in Sennen Cove will
be holding an exhibition of his Cornish landscapes at
Panter Hall and Gallery, Bury Street, St James at the
end of March. There will be a private viewing on the
20th.

A copy of the tour brochure can be downloaded from their
website – www.christiansaware.co.uk. This will provide
more details and a booking form.

If you would like more information or a catalogue, please
contact the artist directly at: Tel: 01736 871671 or via
his website: www.johnbrenton.co.uk.
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What a wonderful concept Cuntelles Kernewek was: a
biennial meeting for Cornish exiles - members of all the
Cornish Associations outside Cornwall, as well as the
Homecomers.
These meetings, which began in 1966, were originally
held at Cirencester Agricultural College. What happy
memories I have of tea-making in corridors, feasts at
night, singing in the bar to accordion accompaniment,
home-made entertainment and, in the dining room, doorsteps of bread and cans of beer shaken by the student
waiters with disastrous results!
There was one CK at Cheltenham College before the
venue changed to Torbay. The Torbay Cornish Association ran the weekend in 1986 and Bristol was responsible
for 1988, still at the Livermead Cliff Hotel. In 1990, when
no Association would take on the responsibility for the
organisation, Liz Lane and I resurrected it with a new
format. This continued until 2010 when Mary Watters, our
indefatigable Secretary organised the event.
As the Homecomers could not, for various reasons, undertake CK 2012, a little seed was sown by a very good
gardener, a green fingered lady and member of Torbay
Cornish Association, Liz Lane. Having held CKs at the
Livermead Cliff Hotel since 1986, the choice of venue was
obvious and arrangements were made to close CK with a
bang – a morning event and a lunch on Sunday December
4th. It was my privilege to organise this but there were
frequent phonecalls to Liz – free I might add!
It was good to welcome 60 to this event. They came from
London, Thames Valley, Tunbridge Wells, Bournemouth,
The Midlands, Gloucester, Bristol, West Somerset, the
Homecomers and Torbay.
Photographs of past CKs and Cornish banners were on
show, giving everyone something to look at and ‘chat’
about, though meeting up with old friends was the main
aim of the day.
We are grateful to Margaret and Norman Woolcock and
Michael and Heather Evans of the Homecomers for providing a Cornish Quiz. This showed how much (or mostly,
how little) we knew of Cornwall and its celebrities!
After the quiz, a short meeting was held to, officially, close
CK. During this, the two cups were given to deserving
people: Shirley White (Bournemouth) was given the Lella
Probert cup which was awared for the ‘Best in Crafts’ as
she had been its first recipient and the Pasty Cup was
given to Mary Watters (Torbay).
An excellent Christmas lunch followed, starting with
mulled wine, followed by four courses and finishing with
mince pies. A suitable completion for Cornish folk who like
their food!
It has been a great privilege to be the coordinator-cumorganiser for so many years, but sadly all good things
come to an end. My sincere thanks go to Liz Lane and
Mary Watters who have been towers of strength throughout. Thanks too to all the others, too many to mention, who
have assisted in the past, and thanks to all those of you
who have attended over the years.
Who knows – CK might be resurrected at some future date
– let us hope so.
Ena Hocking
Torbay Cornish Association
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The gang who gathered to give CK a good send-off

Memories flooded back at the final Cuntelles Kernewek
Lunch held at the Livermead Cliff Hotel, Torquay, in December 2011. For the few of us still able to recall the early
days of this very special biennial event, the first memory
must be the drive leading to the venue in early spring with
the host of golden daffodils showing us the way to the
Royal Agricultural College. I recall, prior to my first visit,
telephoning Beth Lugg and seeking information about
what to expect. Back came the reply, ‘Liz, all I can say is
that it’s an experience.’ How true those words were.
The accommodation matched what one would expect
from an Agricultural College - primitive student rooms,
curtains hanging somewhat haphazardly, scatter rugs (if
you were lucky) on wood floors and the wardrobes unfolding unmentionable posters. Then there was Trent Lodge,
often occupied by ‘The Liverbirds’ from Merseyside. One
always knew when they had arrived by the decorated car
and all the paraphernalia they brought - one could say, all
but the kitchen sink! The four girls were great entertainers.
Having unpacked, one headed to the bar, excited to meet
up with friends from other Cornish Associations and to be
greeted by the sound of Mr Cuddy playing his squeeze
box. Also, the singing led by Bert Thomas.
Competitions included darts and table tennis. All the other
categories were well supported especially the cookery
sections. Those were the days when we were able to
sample the cakes, pasties and biscuits, to name but a few
of the delicacies, when at midnight, we gathered for a cup
of tea in the room of anyone who had remembered to bring
kettle, teapot etc.
I must mention the Saturday Night Concert when each
Association took part. The entertainment brought much
laughter and joy to those of us who remember similar
home spun events in Cornwall.
Sunday Morning Service will be remembered for Norman
Bunney playing the organ and good Cornish voices filling
the air.
I could recall so much more, but it is time to close. I hope
this will inspire anyone else who remembers those days
to put pen to paper and record those glorious occasions.
Liz Lane
Bournemouth Cornish Association
It is a gathering of the Clan, where friendship becomes
real, where you become a ‘body’, not individuals.
Comment made by a delegate at CK 2010

Nobody likes to see something like CK end, but the reality
is that with an aging membership it has become difficult to
sustain it. A great institution has ended but everyone who
has ever been involved, will take away special memories.
Among these must surely be quiz books, an abundance of
food, walks and fun. Our memories might be unique to us,
but there is one thing we all have in common – we have
enjoyed some wonderful times together.
Liz Broekmann

A good number of Cornish folk – or folk with a Cornish
connection - were recognised in the 2012 New Year
Honours List. They are:
Bertie Ross, Secretary and Keeper of the Records,
Duchy of Cornwall was awarded a KCVO in recognition of
his services to the Royal Family.

There was time to relax in the beautiful surroundings at
the Livermead Hotel
It would have been nice to think that think that Dr Rupert
Coles (a past Chairman of the LCA), the person who
originally conceived the idea of CK, and the group of
Cornish friends who planned the first event were looking
down on the 4th December as we gave this great institution a good send-off.

MBEs were awarded to:
Mary Irene Butler – for services to the community in
Launceston
Robert Hughes Gaskin – for services to the voluntary
sector in Cornwall

I wonder if they ever thought that the biennial gatherings
they started would continue for so long. In these days
when everything seems so transitory, 23 CK weekends is
no mean feat. But good things do often come to an end,
and so does the era of CKs. We can be so proud of all that
has been achieved over the years. It is just a pity that Pat
Snow could not have been there for the big send-off. She
attended the first CK and proudly told me a couple of years
ago that she had not missed a single one since 1966.

E V Thompson, author, for services to literature. Although
not born in Cornwall, he has a deep love of the County
which features so prominently in his historical novels. He
is a Bard of the Gorsedd and is President of the Cornish
Literary Guild.

These gatherings have given us a wonderful opportunity
to meet up with members of other Cornish associations to
celebrate our Cornish heritage and have some fun. I
attended 3 and would not have missed them for anything.

Margaret Ellen Winser - Chair of the Board of Governors,
Truro and Penwith College – for services to Further and
Higher Education.

Helen Jenny - a retired teacher from St Ann's Chapel
near Gunnislake, for services to Dartmoor National Park
and to young people in Devon and Cornwall.

Richard Williams, Managing Director of Poldark Mine. He
received an MBE for services to UK/Mexico relations. In
addition to his responsibilities at Poldark Mine, Richard is
the UK representative of the Cornish Mexican Cultural
Society. Richard’s passion has helped strengthen links
between Cornwall and Mexico’s Hidalgo State which was,
and still remains, strongly influenced by Cornish heritage
and culture.

Rupert Coles and his team started with a wonderful idea,
but others have worked hard to ensure it continued. For
many years, this job was undertaken by Torbay Cornish
Association and particular thanks go to them, and especially Ena Hocking for all they did to keep the gatherings
going.

As Cornish people, we take pride in their achievement and
offer them our congratulations.

Richard Williams (on the left)
was awarded an MBE
CK was famous for its challenging quizzes!
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I first met Elwyn at my second social meeting after joining
the London Cornish Association. It was at World’s End,
Chelsea and I was not too sure where I was going (my first
meeting had been in Soho.) As I approached what I
thought might be the right bus stop, I saw three people
walking purposefully along the pavement. The lady was
carrying a shopping bag and my immediate thought was
‘She looks like someone from home!’

On Fri 13 January, the Liskeard OCS had a full house
when Mr Geoff Provis (Lansun) presented an excellent
illustrated and informative talk on Port Isaac (Porth Isa =
Port of Bread) and its Fishing Industry.
Geoff, had an envious collection of nineteenth and twentieth century photographs of the Port's fishermen and their
boats, the salting places, the life boats and their crews and
the village itself. His family had lived at Port Isaac for many
generations and had worked as fishermen and harbour
masters.
He spoke about the methods adopted by fishermen to
ensnare the herrings coming from the north and the pilchards coming from the west: they used drift nets which,
tied together, extended several thousand feet wide across
the bay. He explained how they used geometry to identify
the best position for their nets. Through bisecting angles
between prominent landmarks, they were able to set their
nets in a position which took into account the tides and the
expected direction of the incoming shoals.
The twentieth century brought the petrol engine. The
gunnels of the fishing luggers were now raised so that the
boats might venture further out to sea and catch the white
fish that were needed to sustain the community when the
larger shoals were not running.
When the boats returned to Port Isaac, the community
helped to shake the fish from the nets, auction them and
salt them. After the fishing, the boats, all of which were
Penzance registered, were hauled up the beach on trollies
to a point above the high tide mark. In stormy weather,
they were raised up through the narrow village streets for
safety.
Although the Port Isaac Railway Station was some miles
from the village, it did enable the fish to be sent further
afield, considerably increasing the wealth of the village.
However, other fishing ports also benefitted from this and
the competition eventually killed the fishing trade.
The presentation concluded with examples of Port Isaac’s
colloquial fishing dialect, (fast disappearing from our
shores), and the many superstitions which were linked to
the fishing industry. For example, the fact that a boat
should never be painted green or that it should never go
to sea if a Minister of the Church came to the quay, or that
one should never whistle at sea or say rabbits.
Although the village women worked at the boats, shaking
or drying and repairing nets, they never went to sea.

Off the bus and following at what I thought was a discreet
distance, just in case they were not going where I hoped,
I got to World’s End. I heaved a sigh of relief and, at that
moment, the lady turned, looked directly at me and asked
if I was going to the Cornish meeting. She introduced
herself and her family, asked where I came from and told
me she was from Camborne, a fact of which she was very
proud.
From that moment, Elwyn kept an eye out for me, although
for years I only every called her Mrs Carter. After all, she
was a good Cornish woman of that generation! I knew she
appreciated that formality when I realised that she always
addressed the LCA Chairman by their title, even if being
called ‘Madam Chairman’ for the first time did make me
stop and think. There was a certain civility about that
generation.
For many years, Elwyn was a member of Council and had,
at one time, been its very active Social Secretary. She was
a great supporter of the LCA and all things Cornish,
always travelling by bus, often changing bus several times
and still arriving in good time for the meetings, wherever
they were taking place in London.
Sadly, the circumstances surrounding Elwyn’s death at
eighty nine were not straightforward. It was at her funeral,
conducted by the Reverend Prebendary Philip Douglas
that I was to discover what had taken her away from her
beloved Camborne. In his very moving eulogy, her son,
John, told us that she had been born in Camborne and
attended Basset Road School. She had then gone on to
become a qualified shorthand typist. However, at the age
of twenty one she had joined the WRENS and risen to the
rank of Chief Petty Officer. It was on her demob that she
had decided to go and work in post war London. She met
Nick Carter at an exhibition of Mexican art at a London
museum and as they say, ‘the rest is history!’
She was laid to rest next to her parents in Penponds
churchyard on one of those typical Cornish ‘funeral weather’ days. The Camborne Maid was home.
Priscilla Oates

Duncan Paul Matthews
Liskeard and Looe OCS

We have lost two long-standing and hard working members since our last Newsletter. They are:
Elwyn Carter – who served on the LCA Council for many years and was for some time, the Association’s Social
Secretary.
Marie Wolfe – who served on the LCA Family History Group for many years.
We were also saddened to hear of the death of long term member, Dr Kaspar Hocking who died recently at the age
of 99.
All members will be greatly missed. We offer condolences to their family and friends.
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From the West Briton of 7th September 1855
SAVE YOUR WAR TAXES By Buying At NORTON'S TEA
& GROCERY WAREHOUSE, 7 King Street, Truro.
In calling the attention of the Public to the advantages
offered at this Establishment, we wish it to be borne in
mind, that we do business for Cash only. We keep no
Books, and have therefore no losses arising from bad
debts; we are thus enabled to buy well and sell cheap.
From our large stock of Teas we select the following as
being those generally used:- Common Congou, 2s.6d.
Sound and Useful Congou, 2s.10d. and 3s. per lb.; Good
Family Mixed Tea, 3s.4d.; Choice ditto, 3s.8d.; and at 4s.
we are selling a splendid Pekoe Flavoured Souchong,
which will be found unrivalled for strength and flavour;
Green Teas, from 2s.10d.; the finest Pearl Leaf Gunpowder imported, 6s. per lb. (such Tea as this is rarely to be
met with, it is some of the old fashioned sort.) Fine West
India Sugars, 4d. and 4½d. per lb.; Refined ditto, 5½d.
Currants, 4d.; Good ditto, 6d. per lb. Fine Figs, 4d. per
lb.; Best ditto, 5d. Fine Smyrnas, 3½d. per lb. We are
offering a hard Brown Soap at 2d. per lb., which for many
household purposes will answer as well as the best. A
very cheap Rice, 2d. per lb; best Ground Rice, only 4d. per
lb. And all other Articles at similar rates. An intimate
acquaintance with the London markets, combined with our
system of doing business, enable us to offer Goods at the
above prices. Country orders, accompanied by a remittance, will be forwarded on the same day. Parties visiting
Truro may save a great portion of their travelling expenses
by purchasing their Teas, Coffees, and Grocery, at NORTON'S, 7 King Street.

From West Briton of 12th Oct 1855
EARLY CLOSING - The booksellers of Truro have arranged to close their shops at seven o'clock during the
winter months. The grocers and tea-dealers have been
endeavouring to come to an agreement to close their
shops in future at seven o'clock throughout the year, fair
and market days excepted. The cabinet makers of Truro
(with one exception) have resolved to allow their men to
leave work at six, instead of seven o'clock, during the
winter.
Thanks to Lorna Leadbetter for sending in these items.

We welcome the following new members who have
recently joined the LCA:
ŸRt Rev Tim Thornton, the Bishop of Truro, who has
become a Vice-President
ŸVictor Lawry, a member by descent.
ŸAllan Merrifield, another member by descent.
Miss Helen Hancock, originally from Bugle
Do you know anyone who has Cornish connections –
whether by birth, descent or marriage? Why not encourage them to join the LCA? They can obtain an application
form from:
The Membership Secretary, 17 Trellyn Close,
Barming, Maidstone, ME16 9EF
or on the website: www.londoncornish.co.uk

An Guntelles Keltek – Kernow (The Celtic Congress –
Cornwall) is a non-sectarian, non-political registered charity whose aims and objectives are to preserve and promote the history, language and cultures of the Celtic
countries and of Cornwall in particular. The Cornish
branch was founded by Henry Jenner and was admitted
to membership of the international body in 1904.
The Congress is made up of six countries - Wales, Ireland,
Isle of Man, Scotland, Brittany and Kernow. The responsibility for organising the Annual Conference rotates and in
2013, it is the turn of Cornwall. The Conference will take
place from 1st to 6th April 2013.
The theme of the Conference will be ‘Youth and the future
of the Celtic culture’, acknowledging the importance of
engaging with the younger generation if the Celtic Congress is to survive in the 21st century.
The programme for the Conference will include talks, visits
to places of interest, ceilidhs and concerts. The intention
of the Cornish branch is that the entertainment will be
provided mainly by young people. This will fit in with the
general theme and will also provide an opportunity to
showcase the very best of young Cornish talent.
The Cornish and Breton branches lack the degree of
self-governance which is enjoyed by the other branches
and this makes it more difficult to obtain funding. They are
therefore very busy fund-raising themselves at present but
anticipate a shortfall and so are hoping for donations. If
you know of anyone who would be interested in helping
them, ask them to contact the Honorary Treasurer, Mr
Jeremy Rogers, 17 Chiltern Road, Sandhurst, Berkshire,
GU47 8NB.
If you would like to join the Cornish Branch of The Celtic
Congress, you can find details and an application form on
their website: www.celticcongresscornwall.co.uk. Or, alternatively, contact the Honorary Treasurer.
Tony Piper, Chairman

Four members of the Regulatory Council for the Cornish
Cultural Heritage of Real del Monte, Hidalgo Mexico,
visited Cornwall in November, their purpose being to
further strengthen links between organisations in Cornwall
and Real del Monte, to study the differences between
pasty production in Cornwall and Mexico and to gather
information for the new Paste Museum being built at Real
del Monte.
The group met with Mark Muncey, Chairman of the Cornish Pasty Producers Association, where they discussed
the protected status of Cornish pasties and the development of the Paste Festival at Real del Monte.
The group visited Berryman’s Bakery at Redruth, one of
Cornwall’s oldest family pasty makers. During their visit
members crimped pasties and explained the way in which
they were made in Mexico. They also visited one of Cornwall’s largest pasty makers, Crantock Bakery.
With its rich Cornish heritage, which includes two mine
sites containing Cornish engine houses, Real del Monte is
one of the international sites listed in the Cornish Mining
World Heritage Site document.
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CornishJacks and Jills around the world will celebrate St
Piran’s Day early in March in many different ways. Some A St Piran’s Day celebration in Westminster attracted
of those of which we have heard are:
MPs, members of the House of Lords and government
Bodmin
ministers from across the UK who came to learn more
Bodmin’s thirteenth St Piran’s Day celebrations will fea- about Cornwall’s unique culture, heritage and identity.
ture the traditional parade. The new Lord Lieutenant, Performer and educator Will Coleman and Cornwall CounColonel Edward Bolitho will join the parade to Mount Folly. cillor Bert Biscoe joined Dan Rogerson to inform ParliaChildren from all of Bodmin’s schools will take part in the mentarians about Cornwall, its history, heritage and the
march and will also participate in some dancing and sing- challenges facing the Duchy today.
ing.
MAGA, the Cornish Language Partnership, provided
As in previous years Bodmin is expecting Cornishmen and some Cornish lessons, and were joined by representawomen from London, Bournemouth and around the coun- tives of community interest company Azook.org.uk which
try to join in the celebrations.
involves Cornish communities with their culture and heritBodmin Lion Kevin Marshall, who chairs the organising age, London Cornish Rugby Club and Pauline Giles from
committee said, ‘What makes Bodmin so special is that we Par who runs the BosomBuddiesUK breast cancer charity.
base our day around our children who are the future of In addition, information was available from Visit Cornwall,
Cornwall. Their enthusiasm is infectious bringing Corn- Business Cornwall, Cornwall Arts in Health and Cornwall
wall's traditions alive in a unique way not seen anywhere World Heritage Site.
else’
Parliamentarians also got the chance to sample some
Illinois
great Cornish produce, with pasties and hog’s pudding
The Illinois Cornish Association will link up with the Mil- being generously provided by Ann’s Pasties of The Lizard
waukee Cornish Association for a celebratory afternoon in and Sharp’s Brewery at Rock offering samples of their
which they will watch two Cornish films – an episode of famous Doom Bar beer.
Wycliffe and The Mousehole Cat - meet other Cornish
friends and share some pasties.
Grass Valley
Cornish folk will gather in the City Hall parking lot for a
series of events including flag raising, the Pasty Olympics,
a Cornish Market and a ‘Best Pasty’ competition.
Toronto
Members of the Toronto Cornish Association will raise a
St Piran’s flag at the Toronto City Hall where they will also
sing the Cornish ‘national anthem’, Trelawny. The event
will end with chat over hot drinks in a local café.
We look forward to getting reports on all the celebrations.

Some of those who attended the event

Horatio Collins, an uncle of
LCA
member,
Rosemary
Dean, went to Pittsburgh in
1908 to work as a blacksmith.
He later went to work on the
copper mines in Michigan, near
Lake Superior. In 1911, he
went to South Africa, possibly
to work for his uncle, Albert
Collins. This gentleman had
made a fortune and, together
with William Mountstephens
(another Cornishman), endowed St Stithian’s School,
one of the top schools in South
Africa. Rosemary’s cousin sent
her a copy of a song sheet from
the Cornishmen’s Association
of Pittsburgh, PA. Can anyone
tell us more about it?
11

Rev Barrington Bennets from Falmouth, died
on Christmas Eve. What made him unique
was that, in addition to his duties as assistant
priest at Falmouth Parish Church and mayor’s
chaplain, he was landlord of the Seven Stars
pub in the town. This pub has been in his
family since the 1870s and he became landlord after the death of his father in 1975.
Thank you to Val Harris for alerting us to this
story.

del Monte commended the organisers on the event and
The Spring newsletter of the Cornish American Heritage declared the Festival a formal State event which in future
Society contains an interesting article on the Cornish will receive the full backing of the State Government.
Pump Engine and Mining Museum at Iron Mountain, Mich- Over the years, the number and size of events at the
igan. The Chapin Mine in Iron Mountain, which was dis- Festival has increased. One of the most interesting events
covered in 1879, was one of the wettest iron mines ever last October was the making of a giant paste. All the paste
to be worked. This problem became worse as the mine got exhibitors contributed ingredients and helped prepare the
deeper. The Cornish Pumping Engine which was used to large paste – which fed 300 people!
drain the mine was so named because it was modelled on The world’s first Pasty Museum is being built at Real del
the engines used in Cornish mines.
Monte. It will include an activity centre where visitors will
Members of the Cornish Heritage Society East will celebrate St Piran’s Day with singing, waving St Piran’s flags
and filling out migration forms to be registered with the
Cornish Global Migration Programme. One of their members, Mary Toye, recently celebrated her 105th birthday
with a special cake.

be able to try their hand at paste making. The Museum will
open in March 2012.

At their February meeting, members heard John White
give a biographical presentation entitled Reflections on a
Cornish Childhood in which he described his childhood
and youth in Cornwall.

meeting. Members brought food for the event and the
result was a sumptuous feast. There was rousing singing
of Trelawny and community carol singing.

The talk at the Cornish Association of Victoria’s February meeting had an intriguing title – writing a Non Boring
The Fall/Winter newsletter of the Cornish Association of Family History. We’d love to hear more!
Greater Milwaukee has a detailed report on the 16th In March, there will be no meeting as members will be
Gathering of Cornish Cousins which took place in Mineral attending the Eaglehawk Dahlia and Arts Festival. This will
Point in August. One thing which made a great impression have a Cornish display. On the Saturday there will be a
on author Jerome Trewyn was a visit to an old lead and street procession, a Bardic ceremony and a Cornish conzinc mine in Platteville. He comments that ‘Everybody with cert while on the Sunday, there will be a Cornish church
Cornish roots should go down into a mine and get a feel service.
for the cold, the work, the rock, the dark.’
In April, members will hear a talk entitled Army Service
One of the speakers at the 21st Annual Gathering being World War Two: A Chaplain’s Role and in May the theme
organised by the California Cornish Cousins will be is about growing up in Cornwall.
Michael Kiernan, director of the Cornish Global Migration
Programme. His passion is burial grounds and he has The CAV is organising a tour to Cornwall at the end of
visited many cemeteries around the world, recording April and the LCA is hoping to meet up with some of the
where Cornish miners were buried. These have provided travellers when they are over here.
valuable information for the CGMP database. The Gather- The Geelong Branch of the CAV had 40 people at their
ing will take place in Bridgeport/Bodie from June 8th to annual dinner, including CAV members from Melbourne
and Ballarat. Grace was said in Cornish by their Patron,
10th.
Bill Philips. The toast was proposed by member Richard
Oates who talked about his grandfather who, along with
At their December meeting, members of the Toronto fellow Cornishman John Deason, unearthed the famous
‘Welcome Stranger’ gold nugget.
Cornish Association heard Gary Vivian read the 16th
century Cornish legend of Tom Bawcock and his cat, The Ballarat Branch of the CAV will be meeting at a new
Mouser who lived in Mousehole and saved the village from venue this season. This venue has more space for the
starvation during a terrible storm. This event is celebrated library which will enable members to browse more easily.
today with a special festival, just before Christmas, when Their meetings all have a short Cornish segment or a short
Star Gazey Pie is eaten. After the reading, Heather Dale family history segment presented by a member and then
sang Tom Bawcock’s song and this was followed by a a speaker, followed by a shared ‘high tea’.
sing-a-long of Christmas carols.
Forty seven members attended the Branch’s Christmas

During a ceremony held in October at the new Mexican
National Museum of Football and FIFA’s International Hall
of Fame at Pachuca, Richard and Pam Willams of Poldark
Mine presented the Museum with the only known winner’s
medal from Mexico’s first international football tournament. This was held at Pachuca in 1902. The medal had
been awarded to J M Rule, a miner form Camborne. The
medal will have pride of place in the National Museum of
Football, being the very earliest artefact from Mexico’s
national game.
The third International Paste Festival was held in Mexico
in October. In his opening address, the Governor of Real

In April, CAV members are invited to join Ballarat members when they meet David Holman from Cornwall.
The Cornish Association of Bendigo & District was
one of the first Cornish Associations in the world to put up
a Facebook page. Although the Association is not operational at present, their Facebook page is still being used to
promote activities in the area and to showcase events and
achievements from the Association’s past.
The page has been revamped and amended since the
closure of the Association and is now called Cornish in
Bendigo. It will be used to provide regular information on
the forthcoming Cornish Festival which will be held as part
of the 2012 Dahlia & Arts Festival in Eaglehawk.
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If you have an interest in what has occurred in Bendigo
over the past 25 years, and / or would like to keep up to
date with future Cornish endeavours in the area, go and
visit their Facebook page.
You will find it at:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cornish-inBendigo/298679213880

Members of the Bournemouth Cornish Association
held their Christmas Party on the same date as their
inaugural meeting in 1921. The idea of forming an association was suggested by Mr Richard Quick who went to
Bournemouth in September 1921 as the first Curator of
the Russell Coates Art Gallery and Museum. He was a
Cornishman, descended from a St Ives family and became the first President of the Association. He remained
an active member until his death in 1939.

Just before Christmas, some members of the Cornish
Association of New South Wales journeyed to Byng to
join in a carol service, followed by afternoon tea. In January, nine members braved the very wet weather to attend
the Celtic Festival in Sydney.
At this year’s event several members dressed in period
At their February meeting, members went on a ferry trip to costume and the President, Mrs Barbara Hancock, and
watch historic wooden 18 foot boats. This also gave them the Vice President, Mrs Anne Parsons cut a birthday cake
a chance to enjoy the beautiful harbour views. Towards to celebrate the anniversary.
the end of March, they will visit the Australian Institute of
Celtic Studies in Newcastle where they will see the music
gems of the Centre and also go on a walk to see a little of
early Newcastle, including the Cornish Dock and Fort
Scratchley.
The editor of the newsletter, Chris Dunkerley, has asked
members to let him know of local Cornish names – streets,
businesses, towns etc. The last two newsletters include
photos of Polmear Lane in Beechworth, Victoria and Lamorna Avenue in Hornsby, NSW.

The major event for members of the Southern Sons of
Cornwall this year will be the Cornish Cultural Celebration
Members of Bournemouth Cornish Association
at the end of October. Sharron Schwartz and Nigel Pengcelebrate their 90th anniversary at their
elly from Cornwall and Shauna Hicks from Australia will be
amongst the speakers. In between, there will be time for For the Midland Cornish Association the season began
some sightseeing and a chance to socialise.
with a talk on special teas of China and included a demonTheir Christmas event saw 28 people tuck into a sumptu- stration on the art of making tea. Members have also
ous feast which had been contributed by those attending. enjoyed an illustrated talk on the Redruth area by new
Reports are that ‘The desserts were something to die for!’ member Andrew Brown - who also spoke about his
experiences as a lifeguard on the nearby beaches - and
Every year, the Association holds an art competition which a talk on her life experiences was given by Liz De Olivera.
reveals the artistic skills of many of their members. This There has also been a visit to the Blue Cross Sanctuary at
year, the theme is a painting or drawing with a hint of Bromsgrove.
something Cornish.
The Association will hold its annual Dinner/Dance on 19th
May. If you would like to book for this event, or would like
find
out
more,
contact
Alison
Spencer
Forty members of the Christchurch Branch of the New to
or
Zealand Cornish Association attended their Christmas (0214276345/maryalisonspencer@hotmail.com)
party in December. The Gordonaires got the proceedings Daphne Stone (01217845165)
off to a cheerful start with songs with a festive theme. Next The entertainment at the November meeting of the West
was the eagerly awaited performance of Cinderella, com- Somerset Cornish Association was a one-man act by
plete with ‘a gorgeous Cinders, an impressive Fairy God- ‘Farmer George’, a Devon character with a broad accent
mother and a dashing Prince along with the world’s two and some hilarious stories. In December, they had a pasty
ugliest sisters; all ably played by members of the supper, followed by a slideshow on Rural England, given
Committee…Combined with appropriate boos and hisses by the Chairman. In January they enjoyed an audiovisual
from the audience, it was a hilarious pantomime’. Father presentation entitled Wandering the Countryside and also
and Mother Christmas later arrived to cut the Christmas their ‘After-Christmas-Dinner’ at a country pub. This event
cake and hand out presents to all.
included visitors from the Scilly Islands and Liskeard.
The Cornish Interest Group of the New Zealand Socie- The Thames Valley Cornish Association celebrated the
ty of Genealogists will be attending the Thames Family start of the New Year with lunch at a restaurant in Old
History Expo at the end of March. They will hold their AGM Windsor which overlooks the Thames.
in June when the Combined Interest Groups holds its
Research Day. The Group’s Convenor, Keith Vautier urges all its members to think of their Cornish-ness. He says,
‘It behoves us to take up the cudgels and practise our Don’t forget to contact the London Cornish Association
culture so as to pass something of it on to our descend- and let us know when you are coming. If possible, we
ants. For some it is wearing a kilt or tossing the caber. It would love to meet you.
might be as simple as remembering and commemorating Contact the Editor on Editor@londoncornish.co.uk
a national day, baking some national dish, practising an
A warm welcome awaits you at the
art, learning a language, or all of the above.’

London Cornish Association
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Another season at London Cornish RFC draws to a close,
and since I last wrote I have covered the length of breadth
of both our country and seemingly the globe, having
travelled to Australia and New Zealand over the festive
period, then Cornwall for a fortnight in February, before
last week a 7 venue work visit to the Highlands & Islands
of Scotland taking in a spectacular few days on the isles
of Lewis, Benbecula and North and South Uist! Whilst this
travelling has been part work and part pleasure, I am
finding the travelling on the increase for the former, and for
this reason I am afraid this will have to be my penultimate
newsletter update as I have often become the reason the
newsletter is late out and this will only get worse in the
coming years. I think it has been over 6 years that I have
been reporting so I hope you feel you have been given a
flavour of the club in that time! I may well contribute some
other pieces from time to time if allowed and if I have the
time, so you may not have heard the last of me even after
the next piece!
What of our various teams? Well, they are all still gunning
for their highest ever respective finishes; the 1s are currently 5th in London 2 South-West, the 2s 3rd in RugbyTech
Shield Div 3, the Choughs top of Middlesex Merit Table
Div 4, and the Choughs 2nd in Surrey Combination Division
1. It really is fantastic to reach this stage of the season with
so much to play for, though as mentioned last time we may
need to add some more coaching depth to take the 1s on
to the next level. To this end, I have offered the role of
Head Coach to someone who shall remain nameless until
he confirms his acceptance. He is Cornish and a former
county player, and he has travelled home this weekend to
talk the role over with his father before giving us his
answer next week. I will let you know his reply and his
name next time, but I can confirm that the Committee have
found the budget to make this role the first paid role the
club has ever had.
We had one real scare a short time ago when one of our
players, lock Phil Ridsdale had a heart murmur during a 1st
team match at Old Reigatians. I took him off and instructed
him to get it checked out by a doctor. Within a week, he
had been diagnosed with a serious heart condition requiring an operation, and he is booked in for this in the next
few weeks. He has been told that without the op he could
have dropped down dead at any time, so we are all
thanking our lucky stars that we caught it in time – once
treated, he may actually be able to play again, but it does
put the rugby into some kind of perspective when you
experience these things.

most refreshing drink I have ever had, and the food at the
venue is as good as the staff are knowledgeable about
their subject matter; we are definitely going back the next
time we are down. Tintagel Castle is also an astonishing
venue, steeped in history and steep of cliff too! The amazing hall has stood the test of time and the sense of being
around something truly amazing is heightened by the
crashing waves down below; another venue to which we
shall return. I don’t know the north Cornwall coast that
well, so we took the chance to take the short ferry from
Rock across to Padstow to sample some of Rick Stein’s
Fish & Chips. In short, these are not to be missed and
probably a more certain way of ensuring you will catch the
ferry home than his more well appointed restaurants! I
noted a Pirate FM car in the car park nearby, so popped
an LCRFC Fixture Card under their wipers as they have
never covered our matches thus far!
Returning to our sponsors Skinners, I am delighted to
report that are keen to extend their deal with us next
season to include a completely new set of ground equipment. This covers post protectors, flags, poles and a
scoreboard, all of which will make us look a very slick outfit
indeed – here’s hoping the team matches up in what will
be our 50th Anniversary Season. We will be running an
event at the Hotel Bristol in Newquay on Oct 6th 2012 to
celebrate the achievement – you can download details
from our website on www.lcrfc.co.uk . My wife has actually
landed a part in a play that will be running in the week
leading up to that day at the Hall for Cornwall. The show
is called Wah Wah Girls, and is one of the 5 Olympic
Plays, each one celebrating a different continent. They all
run in London before heading out on tour to various parts
of the country, so I am going to be able to combine the
rugby and the arts all in one week!
Well, that’s all for now folks! Would love to know if you
have enjoyed the ramblings – as I say, I hope to contribute
again in the future but for now, the next edition will be my
last rugby update.
Yours, in rugby
Dickon.
We are most grateful to Dickon for his tremendous support
over the past 6+ years. From the comments I have received from various members, his reports have been
greatly enjoyed. I will miss ‘working’ with him but hope he
will keep in contact and will send in the odd item from time
to time.

When I was in Cornwall last month, I took the opportunity
to pop in to see BBC Radio Cornwall in Truro, and was
surprised to be invited on for a live interview by the Sports
Desk! Suffice to say, I managed to plug the club as much
as I could, before heading just down the road to our
sponsors Skinners for a brewery tour. I was not aware that
Skinners alone amongst the main Cornish brewers use
only Cornish hops in their beer! I also did a spot of sightseeing when back in God’s Country, taking in both The
Eden Project and Tintagel Castle. I can highly recommend
both, though suggest you need to allow for a full day visit
for the former. If you have the opportunity (and disposition)
to enter the Rainforest Biome, be sure to try the Baobab
drink on offer for a £1 a glass – it was without doubt the
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Dickon’s Boys!
http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/londoncornishrfc/

Best wishes for 2012 and I hope that your New Year’s Cornwall or around its coast and also buying property in
Cornwall. Cookery programmes sometimes involve Cornresolutions, if you made any, have not been broken!
I can report that our membership at the end of January is wall or its chefs.
242. We are pleased to welcome the following new mem- After the gale that hit Cornwall and the south west last
autumn, I saw a reference to the ‘Great Storm of 1703’
bers:
which occurred on the night of November 26/27 that year.
· Rt Rev Tim Thornton, the Bishop of Truro, who
A ship that was moored in the Helford River was torn free
has joined as a Vice-President in the steps of his
of its moorings and blown, with its crew, 200 miles to the
predecessor, Bishop Bill Ind.
Isle of Wight. It didn’t say how large the ship was or how
· Victor Lawry, a member by descent and resident
many crew were on board, but that must have been a gale
in London SW9.
to remember. As people often say, that was before my
· Allan Merrifield, also by descent and now living at time’! But weather does go round in cycles that are considBarking in Essex.
erably longer than our life-spans. For example, when did
· Miss Helen Hancock from Bugle and living at the Thames in London last freeze over?
Teddington in Middlesex.
Fortunately, we didn’t have a freeze in mid-January when
Let us hope that we can continue to recruit new members. Jenny and I joined other members for the LCA New Year’s
Cornwall and our Cornish connection is something of Lunch which was held on a Saturday, well attended and
which we are all very proud, so please do what you can to enjoyed by all. Thank you to Tony Wakeham for organisencourage other people to join the Association. Encour- ing the event.
age them to at least consider meeting, mixing and enjoySadly, today people do not appear to be joining, not only
ing personal friendships.
Cornish Associations, but other organisations as well; just
I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you look locally and you’ll find numerous clubs closing due to
to all our members who have generously included lack of support and interest. It is generally known that this
donations to the LCA when paying their subscriptions. is one of the results of modern technology, computers, the
Sadly, two of our members have died since my last ‘Mean- internet, mobile phones, I-Pods and similar technology.
You even hear of local football clubs struggling and in
derings’:
some cases collapsing. Some people say ‘this is
· A long serving member who has been a great and
progress’. We all look back and say ‘our childhood was in
loyal supporter of the LCA for many years, Mrs
better days’ – but was it? Our parents say, or would have
Elwyn Carter, died just before Christmas. She
said, the same thing about their childhood days. Would we
joined the Association in 1948. We offer our greathave agreed with them?
est sympathies to her son, John, who in the later
years, always ensured that his mother was able to Whoever we are, we all remember our childhood, our
school days and living at home without all the domestic
attend our meetings.
· We also offer our sincere condolences to the hassles that we generate today. Things progress and
family of Mrs Marie Wolfe who also died just change so rapidly nowadays. Most people have cars,
before Christmas. She became a member in televisions, computers and many other technical devices
that have been introduced and developed over only a few
1998.
decades. In a few years much of this could be out-of-date
Last year I mentioned that there was to be a Cornish pasty technology!
festival in Mexico. I have since heard that there is also to
be a Pasty Museum at a town in Mexico. It will open in As with everything else, this has contributed to declining
March (I wonder if it will be on St Piran’s Day!). In prepar- memberships of Cornish Associations and several are
ing for the opening, I understand that a team of five bakers therefore struggling. It seems difficult to attract new memvisited Cornwall last year to learn some of the essentials bers and in particular, Cornish enthusiasts who are willing
about pasty making – such as crimping and getting the and able to help with the organisation and running of
right shape. Is anybody going to Mexico? If so, please let functions. As I have said so many times before, we don’t
me know if you found the Museum and if you sampled and like seeing declining memberships and hope that Cornish
enjoyed their pasties. Last year, I did ask if the Cornish Associations, particularly ours, will continue into the fuMexican Cultural Society could enlighten us on this and ture.
provide us with more information. My request still stands. So, again I ask, if you know of any Cornish people or
Regarding pasties, I read recently that there is to be a Cornish descendents who you think might be interested in
World Pasty Championships. It will take place at the Eden joining, give them details of the LCA or of your local
Project on 3rd March 2012. I understand that they will be Cornish Association. We hope that they will be interested
complying with the protected status given to the Cornish in joining and becoming one of our new members. Tell
Pasty under EU law in 2011. I do not know exactly what them to contact me at the address below, or send me their
the event will be, but I do understand that entries from names and addresses so that I can send them a Memberabroad will be cooked at the Eden Project by cooks from ship Application form. Fingers crossed, we could see an
various countries, therefore qualifying as ‘cooked in Corn- increase in membership. As you will have read earlier in
these ‘Meanderings’, we have recruited four new memwall’.
bers who will, I hope, encourage more people to join.
I am sure that many of you watch various television programmes, particularly any in which Cornwall features. Did you have an enjoyable Christmas and New Year?
These include many documentaries on travelling through Doesn’t time fly? Easter is rapidly approaching – and so it
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is time to remind you that subscriptions are due on 1st have any recipes which you could contribute, please
April. [A subscription reminder is included in this newslet- contact Mike at:
ter – ed.]
Mike Smith, An Wouyon, Hockin's House, St Cleer, Nr
I hope you have enjoyed these ‘Meanderings’. If you have Liskeard, Cornwall, PL14 6EE
E Mail mighalangov1@tiscali.co.uk
any comments, please contact me.
Kernow bys vyken

Camel Valley Vineyards applies for PDO status

Graham Pearce, ‘Pengwyth’, 17 Trellyn Close, Barming,
Bob Lindo, joint founder of Camel Valley Vineyards in
Maidstone, ME16 9EF (Tel: 01622 727167
Cornwall, has submitted the UK’s first single grower application for Protected Designation of Origin (PDO)
recognition. The PDO has been applied for a small area
known by the historic field name of Darnibole. Darnibole
vineyard has an ancient slate sub soil, a steep south
facing slope, and grows Bacchus grapes of exceptional
What is ‘Crowdy Crawn’?
quality.
In Cornish traditional music, the Celtic ‘bodhran’ drum, a
skin covered wooden form is called a ‘crowdy crawn’. The The Lindos have set very strict criteria: 100% Bacchus
use of this instruemt to store odds and ends led to the from Darnibole, no acidification or de-acidification, no
name also being used to mean ‘miscellaneous’. (From sweetening, higher natural alcohol, hand picking, must be
made at the adjoining Camel Valley winery and most
Toronto Cornish Association)
importantly, it must be compared with previous vintages
to ensure typicity.

Cornwall Blind Association’s Stride for Sight

A sponsored walk, in aid of the Cornwall Blind Association, will leave from The Screech Owl Sanctuary at
10.30am on Saturday 24th March. The trail will take place
in the ancient mining area of Goss Moor and there will be
a ‘Find the Chough’ competition during the walk to keep
mini walkers motivated.

Said Bob Lindo: ‘All previous vintages of Darnibole Bacchus have won a Gold medal and critical acclaim, so there
is something that we consider to be special about that
small area. It produces intense, steely Bacchus with a
delicate restrained aroma.’

Cornish Pasty Coin

The walk is suitable for all ages and all levels of fitness!
Bob Caddick and his business partner, Traci Parkin have
Even children in buggies, wheelchair users and well berecently produced a 1000 'Cornish Pasty Coins'. They
haved dogs are welcome!
have featured in the Cornwall Today magazine - business
It will be launched by James Churchfield of BBC Radio news section.
Cornwall and the participants will be led by Olympic Gold
Their company, 'A Token Gesture' was primarily set-up to
Medallist, Ed Coode.
produce a coin for each of the 92 counties in the UK and
Cornwall Blind Association was established in 1856 and Northern Ireland, something they understand to be
has been supporting the visually impaired Cornwall – unique. As both have strong Cornish affinities, they decidcurrently estimated to be 15 000 - since then.
ed that Cornwall should have the first coin. The final
product is shown in the following picture.
You can register for the Stride for Sight Walk by:
Visiting www.cornwallblind.org or call the Association
If would like to know more about this Cornish coin, go to
Phoning 01872 266709 or
their web site - www.atokengesture.co.uk
Emailing
cgreenwood@cornwallblind.org.uk
or
dhenshaw@cornwallblind.org.uk

Birds magazine celebrates the continued success of the Chough Project
Members of the RSPB will have been interested to see an
article on the Chough Project in the Spring issue of Birds.
In the article, Cornwall Project Officer, Claire Mucklow
gives an update on the Project and highlights the successes achieved so far. The numbers have been increasing, and some new blood has appeared, a key to the
future viability of the population.
If you can’t get hold of a copy of the magazine, you can
find out more about the Project on the RSPB website:
http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/projects/details/223656cornwall-chough-project

Can you help? Cornish recipes needed
Mike Smith, from St Cleer, is compiling a Cornish cookery
book – in the Cornish language and he is looking for
traditional Cornish recipes which can be translated. If you
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The deadline for the next issue of the
LCA Newsletter is
5th May
Please send all contributions to:
Liz Broekmann
The Editor
1 Stephenson Drive
Windsor
SL4 5LG

