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London has had the most amazing summer
(weather excluded) and Cornwall has been
a highly visible part of it. In just three
months we have seen the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations, the Olympic
Games and, as we go to print, the Paralympics. And there has been Cornish representation at all these events. Who will forget the
large Cornish flag flying on the Barnabus
when it took part in the Queen’s flotilla or
those Olympic and Paralympic medals?

events – or what we could do to make them
better. And please share your ideas for the
future. We want to provide a programme
which reflects your interests, but we need
your input to do this.
Talking of input, we urge you to give us your
ideas about the future of the LCA. Is there
a future for the Association? In the past
few years, several Cornish associations
around the world have had to close because of lack of support? Can the LCA buck
the trend? In the last newsletter, Past
Chairman, Dick Richards asked members
to send in their ideas for making the future
of the LCA more secure. Disappointingly,
only three people responded. Hopefully this
does not reflect our members’ views on the
importance of the Association. In this newsletter, Dick is making another plea for feedback. Please respond. This is your
Association, but we need your interest and
support if it is to survive. Please send your
ideas to Dick at the addresses below. We
really want to know your views.

Now, it is almost over and the lengthening
nights remind us that Autumn is getting
close. For those of us in the LCA, this
means the start of a new social programme.
The Social Committee has worked hard to
put together a really exciting and varied
programme with events ranging from a visit
to the National Army Museum where we will
have a chance to see the Duke of Cornwall
Light Inventory diary to a guided tour of the
Chelsea Physic Garden. Our popular Family History Days have, as usual, an interesting line up of speakers and of course, there
is our Annual Dinner in March when the
Principal Speaker will be Andrew George, We look forward to hearing from you and
seeing you at some of our events in the
Cornish MP for St Ives.
coming months.
The Social Committee has done its work –
now it is over to you. We encourage you to LCA bys vyken???
support the events and to give us feedback.
Please let us know if you enjoyed the

Visit to Society of
Genealogists
1st September
Family History Day
6th October
Annual Service
23rd October
Visit to National Army
Museum
12th December
Informal Lunches
17th September
15th October
Don’t forget …
127th Annual Dinner
16th March

Further details of these
events can be found on
page 2

In the last newsletter we raised questions about the future of LCA; asking for your input
on the type of activities that would secure its longer term role.
We're sad to report that only 3 members, out of 230, took the time and trouble to let us
know. Thank you to the 3 - you know who you are!
As usual our hard working Council Members and Officers came forward with their views,
but with such a pathetic response from the general membership body it does raise the
blunt question of
"SHOULD LCA EXIST IN THE 21st CENTURY? - IF SO FOR WHAT PURPOSE?"

Deadline for
the Winter
Newsletter
is

5th November

What ever you views and thoughts are on this, please let us know - last chance - nuff said!

Please send all
contributions to
The Editor at the
address on the
back page

Contact details for your responses:
Dick Richards,
25 Picklers Hill,
Abingdon,
Oxon OX14 2BB
Email: dickrichards10@hotmail.com
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A warm welcome is extended to non-members who would like to attend any of the
London Cornish Association events.
Visit to Society of Genealogists - 1st September

Visit to National Army Museum - 12th December

Time: 11am - Meet in Common Room
Time: Meet 12.30pm in the museum cafe from where we
Venue: 14 Charterhouse Buildings, Goswell Road,
will be taken to our lunch venue.
London EC1M 7BA (Nearest tube: Barbican - Circle, At 2pm there will be a talk and an opportunity to see the
Metropolitan, Hamersmith & City lines)
Duke of Cornwall Light Infantry War Diary.
Venue: Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea SW3 4HT - next
Booking essential as spaces are limited.
door to the Royal Hospital Chelsea. (Nearest tube: Sloane
Contact: Mary Timmins - 020 89978132/
Square - Circle and District line)
mary.h.timmins@btinternet.com
Contact: Graham G Norton - gpgn@lineone.net/
020 76246966

Family History Day - 6th October

Informal Lunches - 12 noon

Details of this event were in the Summer Newsletter but
here they are again (see the bottom of the page). It’s
never too early to book and I’ll be pleased to hear from
you. It’s also helpful to know if you can’t come as I then
won’t send you any further reminders (until next time
anyway!).
I hope you’re enjoying the summer.
Lorna Leadbetter (on behalf of the Family History Group
Committee)

Methodist Central Hall, Westminster
(Nearest tube: St James Park, Circle and District Line)
Contact: Francis Dunstan - 01494 531703/
lca@francisdunstan.plus.com
17th September
15th October

Annual Service - 23rd October - 5pm

New Year’s Lunch - 12th January 2013

Preacher: The Rt Rev Steve Wild
The service will be led by LCA Chaplain,
Rev Michaela Youngson

Guided tour of the Corporation of Trinity House 4th February 2013
127th Annual dinner - 16th March 2013

Venue: The Chapel, Methodist Central Hall,
The Principal Speaker at this event will be Andrew George
Westminster. (Nearest tube station – St James’s Park, MP.
Circle and District Line)
Light refreshments will be served in the Broadbent Room Details of these events can be found in the Yellow Book
as well as in newsletters and on the Association’s
after the service.
website - www.londoncornish.co.uk
Contact: Francis Dunstan, Tel 01494 531703
lca@francisdunstan.plus.com

LONDON CORNISH ASSOCIATION
FAMILY HISTORY DAY
Saturday, 6th October 2012
Speakers:
Dr Peter Forsaith – Tracing Methodist Ancestors
Dr Geoff Swinfield – Tracing Living Relatives and Missing People
Venue:
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
235 Shaftesbury Avenue
London WC2H 8EP
(nearest underground stations Holborn or Tottenham Court Road)
Time:
10am to 4.30pm
Fee: £15 for members (including LCA-affiliated societies and
Cornwall Family History Society)/£20 for non-members.
This includes coffee, pasty/saffron cake lunch and cream tea.
Vegetarian pasties can be provided if ordered in advance.
Booking essential
Contact:
Francis Dunstan (01494 531703/cornish@francisdunstan.plus.com)
or Lorna Leadbetter (0208 989 7634/leadbetter@lineone.net)
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This was a new venue for us.
The weather forecast was not good and on the Saturday
morning there were some heavy showers. Anyway, a
dozen of us made it to the Park and went to the centre’s
café. Some brought their own lunch while others, owing to
the weather, only had coffee as they planned on having a
pub lunch later.
Someone [Jackie and YvonneTrembath – ed.] brought a
bottle of Camel Valley wine and some saffron cake. It
stopped raining for a while and the members went outside
to some seats that had been kept dry by sun covers to
enjoy the wine and food which gave the day a real Cornish
feeling.
We had plenty of chat and when done, six of us went
home via the pub at Bakers Street Tube station. It was
very busy but after waiting a while, we managed to get a
table and had our meal, some having beer and wine.

‘Gardener’ at work in Regent’s Park although we can’t
think why he needed to water the plants!

Everyone thought it was a great day, considering the poor
weather.
Tony Wakeham

Ÿ

It is inert, non-allergenic and can be ingested without
harm.
It has a very high melting point of 1064°C.
It is conductile (can be drawn into fine thread), malleable (can be beaten into fine sheet), conductive to
electricity, and a good reflector of light.

During June and July, the Goldsmiths’ Company held an Ÿ
exhibition which celebrated the ‘Power and Allure’ of gold. Ÿ
Included in this were some items from Cornish museums.
Several members visited this remarkable exhibition and
have sent in their impressions.
Small wonder then that from early times gold has been
highly sought after and prized as a means of creating
Cornish Gold in London
artefacts to denote status and wealth, to decorate and
enhance (both objects and people), to indicate a religious,
From Lorna Leadbetter
mystical or symbolic significance, as a standard token of
Imagine over 500 gold objects ranging in date from as payment or reward, and in addition in more recent times
early as 2500BC to as recent as this year, varying in size for industrial and medical applications.
from tiny grains to huge and heavy cups and dishes, and Gold can be found across parts of the United Kingdom in
including clothing, false teeth and a mechanical mouse – rocks largely of Palaeozoic age. The richest gold-mining
all these items were on show in a fabulous exhibition area in the British Isles was centred on North Wales,
called Gold: Power and Allure, at Goldsmiths’ Hall during where deposits show some geological features in comJune and July. I understand that the exhibition was four mon with major gold deposits like the Ballarat-Bendigo
years in the planning and assembling as it had loans from gold field in Australia. Important deposits were also found
HM The Queen, numerous City Livery Companies, muse- in Scotland and Ireland. The traditional metal of Cornwall
ums in Scotland, Wales, Ireland and English counties and is tin but a survey dated 1602 describes how the tinners
cities, private collections and stately homes. Ten of the would occasionally find small pieces of gold among the
items came from the Royal Cornwall Museum in Truro.
ore. Native gold has been found in most of the Cornish
streams which flow to the south coast.

Before describing them, here are a few facts about gold
(Au) that I learned at the exhibition:
Ÿ It is a noble metal that resists chemical action, does
not tarnish in air or water, and is not easily attacked
by acids.
Ÿ It is a rare metal and its scarcity means it has a high
value in society.
Ÿ It is one of the densest metals (one cubic metre
weighs 19,300kg, compared to 11,340kg for the
equivalent in lead)

In the 18th century it became the fashion for the wealthy
to have their own personal mineral collections. A notable
Cornish collector was Phillip Rashleigh who, although
born in Aldermanbury, London, was never happier than
when at the family home, Menabilly near Fowey. He
began collecting in 1760 and continued until his death in
1811; thanks to his wealth, his knowledge of local mines,
and his good contacts with the mining companies he
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formed a large collection which is now housed part in the a badge of authority, or both. Fewer than 200 have been
Royal Cornwall Museum and part in the Natural History found in Europe, and it is thought that this one was made
in Ireland and imported into Cornwall.
Museum in London.
My final Cornish item was ‘exhibited’ as a picture. The
original can be seen at the British Museum and it is the
famous ‘Rillaton Cup’, found in 1837 during excavations in
a grave at Rillaton Manor, Bodmin Moor. The cup and
other finds were sent as Duchy Treasure Trove to William
IV very shortly before his death and remained in the Royal
Household until the death of King George V in 1936, when
the importance of the cup was appreciated and it was
loaned to the British Museum. Only one other such vessel
is known in Britain and this is also at the British Museum.
From Ursula Jeffries
London is so full of treasures that it is impossible to get to
see them all or even choose between them. For this
reason I was grateful to the London Cornish Association
for tipping me off about the Gold: Power and Allure Exhibition. The Guilds or Livery Halls can be mysterious, closed
institutions and I hadn’t even started to investigate their
role until this visit to the Goldsmiths’ Hall. I certainly
couldn’t have told you where this building was, despite my
interest in the City.

Goldsmiths’ Hall
On show in the exhibition at Goldsmiths’ Hall is a small
photo of the portrait of Phillip Rashleigh (“after John Opie”)
in the Royal Cornwall Museum, together with various
samples from his collection, a gold branch on milky quartz
from Catherineberg, Russia, a leaf of gold from Hungary,
crystallised gold from Romania and a water-worn nugget
from Wicklow, Ireland. By far the most impressive item
from his collection is a gold nugget, which at almost 2 troy
ounces (or 59grams) is the largest found in Cornwall. It
came from the Carnon Stream Works, Perranarworthal,
which has provided some of the greatest yields of Cornish
gold.

Gold itself, the alluring and immutable substance, links us
to untold generations in the past. Those works of art,
trinkets and coinage: we desire them as much today as did
our ancestors and from the symbols of church and state to
a well-bound book, gold still speaks to us of luxury and
heritage. Although I admire such things I was not prepared
for the beauty of many of the items on show which were
not just goblets and opulent shows of wealth but sometimes small and personal like the Alfred Jewel. The astonishing gold collars from maybe 2000 BC and the facts
about gilding will in future inform my view of Celtic history
and decorated manuscripts.

Other samples of Cornish gold are grains from the stream
at Ladock and a beautiful necklace made of gold from the
same source by jewellers Rundell & Bridge of London and
presented to the landowner Sir Christopher Hawkins of
Trewithen, near Probus. Having visited a cousin at
Ladock in the school holidays when we played beside and
threw twigs into the water flowing at the bottom of the
garden, I am very surprised to know that gold had been
found in “that thare strame”.

This treat was free and encourages me to consider going
to the Goldsmiths’ Hall open day in October. This would
be a chance to find out more about their activities and I am
sure there would be a warm welcome.
Cornwall did not prove to be a great centre of gold mining
but, I have to confess was the source of my favourite item.
A beautiful necklace with leaf motifs* caused me to stop
and stare in wonder; the craftsmanship and understated
decoration impressed me far more than the biggest nugget!

Two other items lent to the exhibition by the Royal Cornwall Museum are a small Roman ring incised with a
stylised palm branch and a James VI/I gold touchpiece.
The former’s diminutive size suggests it was made for a
child and, being incised with a stylised palm branch symbolising victory, it was believed it would help the wearer
reach the after-life after death. The latter is an example of
tokens given to persons touched by the King, an act
which, it was believed, would cure scrofula, a form of
tuberculosis affecting the lymph nodes in the face and
neck. Unfortunately I could find no explanation of where
these items came from or how they came to be in Truro.
By far the most impressive Cornish item on show was an
early Bronze Age lunula which was unearthed in 1862 at
Cargurra Farm, St Juliot by a workman cutting a ditch in
Hennet Marsh. Lunula is the term used to describe a
distinctive type of collar, shaped like a crescent moon, but
their purpose is uncertain, possibly for use in rituals or as

An excellent booklet 25 Facts about Gold was available for
only £5 and the illustrations, as befits a trade working with
one of the most valuable metals on earth, are of clarity and
impact. I am now keen to visit the sites in Cornwall to
discover how my ancestors (who lived not far away) could
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Pressure pumps and steam power meant deeper more
efficient mines but in the end the export of the new machinery brought competition from other parts of the world.
It was therefore these innovations which brought about
both the peaks and the decline of Cornish mining.

have made a fortune. There must be many more places in
London which offer the excuse of a Cornish link to make
us visit or talk about them. Please let the editor know if you
are aware of any locations or people which have not been
included so far in our programme.
Ursula Jeffries

The discovery of gold and silver in South America had led
for many years to great wealth for colonists who had
exploited the cheap labour available in developing this
industry. The Mexican War of Independence, however,
destroyed the infrastructure and many of the mines were
flooded. These mining communities needed renewal, investment, development and managerial expertise which
could be supplied by Cornwall which was already worldfamous for its knowledge. This opportunity to develop the
unexploited wealth attracted a group who formed the Real
del Monte Company in 1824 and who, despite the obvious
difficulties of such a long-distance project, formed a transport team in 1825. So it was that 4 ships sailed carrying
1500 tons of equipment, 9 steam engines, 150 wagons
and men, many of whom came from Camborne and Redruth. Having arrived on the Mexican coast they found the
main port still held by the Spanish (who had almost completely been defeated in 1821) and so had to anchor at
Mocambo beach. This caused 2 months’ delay and an
arduous journey across swamps and rain forest; thirty
Cornishmen and 100 Mexicans died of yellow fever and
there were more delays while they headed inland to the
mountains to escape the mosquitoes. Altogether the
whole process took a year from the time they left the
United Kingdom but it must have seemed worthwhile as
they were met by a colourful welcome party in Real del
Monte. The local community gathered in strength dressed
to celebrate the arrival of these strangers who would help
to revive their economy. These adventures were recorded
by John Buchanan an engineer, whose descriptions included both the hardships and triumphs as they built their
own roads. It took 14 months to cover 250 miles in what
became known as ‘the great trek’.

* This necklace is the same one which Lorna mentions in her
article as being manufactured by Rundell & Bridge of London
from gold found in the stream at Ludock. Lorna further established that Sir Christopher Hawkins of Trewithen, owner of that
necklace, was a distant relative of Michael Galsworthy, the
present owner of Trewithen, who is also Vice Lord Lieutenant of
Cornwall and, coincidentally, a former Prime Warden of the
Goldsmiths Company.
From Tony Wakeham
Goldsmiths’ Hall London Exhibition – Gold: Power and
Allure.
Gold is found in many streams which flow towards the
south coast. It is also sometimes found with tin in Cornwall.
I saw three lanulas, one of which was from Cornwall. It
was found in 1862 at Cargurra Farm Hennet Marsh, St
Juliot. It may have come from Ireland.
From the Royal Cornwall Museum in Truro was a gold
nugget which was found at the Carnon Valley Stream
Works in 1808. It is the largest gold nugget which has
been found in England.
There was also a necklace made from gold found in the
stream at Ladock. It was given to landowner Christopher
Hawkins of the Trewithen Estate.
_____________________________________

The town clock in Pachuca chimes like Big Ben and there
are some thirty pasty shops in the streets of Real del
Monte, the highest town in Mexico. These strange details
might suggest a comic scenario but are, in fact, evidence
of the Cornish diaspora with all its resonance for family
history and its many absorbing travellers’ tales. The 23rd
Rosyer Lecture was the opportunity to find out the influence of some, like those 250,000 Cornishmen who left
their homeland between 1861 and 1901, and who made
a lasting mark on distant communities.
On 13th July this year an audience (which included at least
5 LCA members) gathered at the City Lit to hear from
Richard Williams MBE, UK representative of the Cornish
Mexican Cultural Society. It was Mr Williams who in 2008
went to Mexico with a group of 30 people who wanted to
trace their ancestors’ steps and who continues to foster
links which can be beneficial to both Mexico and Cornwall
while continuing his work on the history of Cornish mining.
Sadly he was unable to appear in person but his place was
ably taken by Mark Trevethan who made an entertaining
and informative presentation. We heard that the first evidence of tin mining in Cornwall has been dated as early as
1800 BC. The industry made continuous advances but it
was the developments of the early nineteenth century
which brought radical change and greater investment.

Cornish style mining in Mexico
The Cornish engineers found a very different culture from
their own. There were ladders made of tree trunks and
workers who carried leather bags for ore and worked bare
foot exposing them to the perils of ‘jiggers’ in the soil. The
changes they brought can still be seen in the Mexican
landscape: red corrugated pitched roofs, engine houses
and chimneys reminiscent of the Cornish scene. The
English Cemetery in Real del Monte (which has been
designated a ‘magical town’) has many protestant graves
with headstones facing towards Britain with names still to
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be found in the community. ‘Blessed are the dead who die
in the Lord’ an inscription proclaims over the gateway and
this lovely peaceful place is still attractive to visitors and
tourists. (The group in 2008 were greeted by ‘Abide with
me’ in Spanish). It seems that the Cornish brought several
lasting traditions with them to this area including football 1900 saw the first game in Mexico - wrestling, hymn
singing and the baking of pasties. The popularity of the
pasty (with many local variants, including the spelling) has
resulted not only in many pasty establishments but the
‘International Paste Festival’. This year the fourth festival
is being held from October 12 to 14 with support from the
State Government of Hidalgo and a week of visits includes
pre-Columbian archaeological sites, the Cemetery and
several mines.

We know from family papers (mainly money order receipts
dating from 1898) that before his marriage at Hendra
Wesleyan Church, Stithians in September 1901, Grandfather worked as a miner for a few years in Central
City/Russell Gulch, Colorado. It came as a surprise to
learn from the US 1900 census that he had been in the
USA for eight years; was he in Colorado for all those
years, or elsewhere? It is the coin/brooch that makes me
wonder whether any of the missing years could have been
spent in Mexico, although I have to keep in mind that it
could have been bought or given to him anywhere on his
travels. I would love to find some evidence one way or the
other, hence a feeling of anticipation in advance of the
Rosyer Lecture.

The lecturer, Richard Williams, was awarded an MBE in
the 2012 New Year Honours List for his work in building
strong links between the UK and Mexico. A former miner
at South Crofty, some years ago he travelled to the state
of Hidalgo in north east Mexico to advise officials how best
to preserve their mining heritage, and he has since been
working to develop lasting ties between the two countries.
He was instrumental in forging links between Camborne
and Redruth and two towns in Hidalgo. Camborne is now
twinned with Pachuca, the state capital of Hidalgo, and
Redruth with Real del Monte. On his first visit to Hidalgo
he visited an old cemetery and was astonished at all the
The presentation provoked many questions. It is extraordi- Cornish names carved on the gravestones, and found that
nary to imagine shipping engines, boilers, ropes, crucibles even today Cornish surnames are still common among the
and staff all over the world but also to contemplate pasties people.
containing pineapple and hot chilli sauce. Apparently the Unfortunately Richard was unable to come to London to
Mexicans like to wash theirs down with pulche which has deliver the lecture as planned, but it was ably presented
been described as a fearsome local hooch made from the on his behalf by Mark Trevethan who painted a very
leaves of the agave cactus. It reminds us all of a time graphic account of the first arduous transportation of Corwhen it was said that ‘a mine is a hole anywhere in the nish men and equipment to Mexico as long ago as 1825world with at least one Cornishman at the bottom of it’.
1826. Since then Cornwall has been leaving its mark on
the Mexican landscape, economy, community and culture
Ursula Jeffries
with buildings, mining activities, Methodist chapels, even
football and pasties. The fourth International Paste (yes,
that’s the word!) Festival is taking place in Real del Monte
I was very excited when I heard the subject of this year’s in October this year.
Rosyer Lecture at the City Lit – would the speaker be able I contacted Richard after the lecture and was encouraged
to give me any advice on how I could establish whether or to hear that he thought there was a reasonable chance
not Grandfather Harris had ever been to Mexico? Gran- that Grandfather had worked in Mexico as it was not
ny’s brooch hints that he might have been there, but I can unusual for miners to go first to the United States and then
find no evidence, and of course it’s now too late for me to to Mexico or the other way around. He passed my enquiry
ask her or my father. Widowed with three children after on to another researcher who has assembled a great deal
only ten years of marriage, Granny was not the kind of of information about the Cornish in Mexico. To my disapperson who would have been interested in or could have pointment, although she has a significant number of men
afforded exotic jewellery, so I feel this brooch must have with the surname of Harris, there is no mention of Grandhad some special personal significance. Converted father. In the newspaper cuttings she has assembled is
somewhat crudely from a 10 dollar coin, the brooch is this quirky story about a William Harris of Pachuca who
1.5inches in diameter and the front shows the Mexican made the interesting discovery that “petroleum applied to
coat-of-arms of a golden eagle perched on a prickly pear the cranium caused the hair to grow, which is evident by
cactus eating a snake, and the date 1885 appears on the the extent of his flowing locks”. Apparently he sold his
back. Where did the brooch come from?
secret on and it was then ‘generously made public for the
benefit of the world at large’. Among those using it were
a Capt. Tom Pengelly - and we can guess where he came
from!.
Some Cornish names have survived like Skewse and
Trevethan but the Mexican Revolution of 1911 caused
chaos in that country. The community shrank but buildings
like the Methodist Church funded by Francis Rule still
stand as do houses and hotels which have a European
style. The football club left a legacy all of its own for
sporting history and road and house names in Redruth
and Camborne may bear witness to those who returned or
who kept up the system of home remittances so vital to the
home economy. Certainly it was remittances from Mexico
which built the Wesleyan Chapel in Redruth.

Unfortunately the mystery about Grandfather’s mining
exploits and the origin of the Mexican coin/brooch is for
the most part unsolved, and I fear it will probably remain
so.
Lorna Leadbetter
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Today's computer analysis has proved that the nineteenth
century engineer was far more advanced in his engineerThe Probus Club recently heard a talk on the restoration ing skills than had been acknowledged!
of the Royal Albert Railway Bridge. It was given by Mr During the bridge’s construction in 1856/7, the men who
Peter Cook, the Senior Engineer working on the bridge dug down to the river bed to find a firm foundation for the
which crosses the River Tamar, ‘Cornwall's frontier’.
central pillar worked in a water-tight, compressed air cylinder (caisson). On returning to the surface, they had to go
through decompression to avoid getting the bends. The
centre pillar was an ingenious invention as, by putting
pegs and peg holes into it, it was possible to raise the
multi-ton structure from the barges in the river to their
standings 100ft above. The Duchy of Cornwall, still claims
a moderate annual rent for the land on the river bed where
the pillar sits, as all river beds throughout the country are
Crown Property !

This magnificent piece of engineering, which was completed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel in 1857, is undergoing a
multi million pound restoration that will take until Oct 2013
to complete. The entire structure will be inspected and
restoration needs determined. It was interesting to learn
that the south facing side of the bridge is in far better
condition than the north. The south side although being
exposed to the Atlantic gales and high winds, is in the sun
and can dry off. The north side is sheltered and permanently wet.

The chain links for the Royal Albert Bridge were originally
made for the Clifton Suspension Bridge at Bristol but as
that project went bankrupt, they were recycled and used
to cross the River Tamar. But, they were not quite long
enough and so extra chains were made at Copperhouse,
Hayle. The bridge was built in two sections on the Devon
side of the river. They were then floated across into their
The first coat of paint to be put on after the sandblasting lifting position. The lifting took place in complete silence
has to be done within hours of the metal being exposed to overseen by Brunel, using a code of whistles.
the air and it has to be applied at a controlled temperature Although so close to Plymouth and her naval dockyards,
and humidity. The paint itself has to be pliable to enable it the Royal Albert Bridge suffered no damage from enemy
action in the Second World War. At that time, the bridge
to cope with the bridge’s constant movement.
As each area is worked, it is covered with a plastic materi- was planked over between the rails so that in the event of
al which enables the temperature and humidity to be enemy action within Cornwall, an army could be moved
controlled so that the new paint can be applied in a across the River Tamar in haste. The steam ferry was too
suitable environment. It is also designed to fold if the wind small and slow to be used. The telegraph to the old
becomes too strong, thus preventing it from putting too Saltash steam ferry is now in the Saltash Museum. Unlike
much pressure on the bridge structure. And, it is sound- the Titanic with its ‘Full Steam Ahead’, ‘Stop’ etc, this one
proofed in order to reduce the noise level for local resi- just has 'Devon' and 'Cornwall'!
The restoration work will include sand blasting of the
bridge’s entire surface to remove the effects of 155 years
of exposure to all weathers as well as ten coats of paint.
The lead paint dust and the rust will be vacuumed up and
sent to a special plant in Swansea, Wales for safe disposal.

Readers may be interested or amused to note that as
The workmen’s scaffolding, hangs between 100ft and each train passes over the bridge at present, passengers
150ft above the river. It is hung from the bridge rather than are requested not to flush the toilets, as there are men
connected to it to reduce the effects of the movement working beneath the track!
caused by passing trains, especially the china clay and This major restoration job will help to ensure that our
cement trains and also from the wind and changes in famous chain suspension bridge will be safe and serviceable for many more centuries
temperature.
dents.

Many of the steel strengthening stanchions which were Duncan Paul Matthews
put into place during the 1960s re-structuring, are to be (Liskeard OCS)
removed because they have made the structure too rigid
and this has caused damage. The engineers involved in
the 1960s scoffed at Brunel's idea of crossed or diagonal
stanchions saying they were unnecessary and excessive.
We welcome the following new members who have
recently joined the LCA:
Kevin Werry
Mark Nankivell
Do you know anyone who has Cornish connections –
whether by birth, descent or marriage? Why not encourage them to join the LCA? They can obtain an application
form from:
The Membership Secretary
17 Trellyn Close
Barming
Maidstone
ME16 9EF
or on the website: www.londoncornish.co.uk

Royal Albert Bridge, Saltash
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A report by Rosemary Goss on her visit to London after winning a
London Cornish Association student essay competition
and said how glad she was that new life had been put into
it by the formation of an active Junior Section – the
Trelawny Club.

Saturday March 11th 1961 must have been a momentous
day for Paddington Station – the Cornish Riviera was
twelve minutes early. It was also a memorable day for my
two friends and myself who had come to London as the
guests of the London Cornish Association as a result of an
essay competition. We were met by two members of the
Trelawny Club (the Association’s Junior Section). We had
been told that, for the purpose of recognition, we were to
carry a West Briton and they would do the same. So when
we saw a cheerful young man advancing towards us
brandishing a West Brition, and wearing a dinner jacket,
we knew it must be Mr Graham Pearce. With him was
another member of the Trelawny Club, introduced to us as
‘Diana’. After we had identified ourselves as Vicky
Williams, Rosemary Goss and Roger Haine, we transferred to a luxurious blue saloon which, unfortunately,
turned out to be the wrong one. Mr Pearce’s car was
eventually found, craftily concealed behind about fifty
others and we drove off to our hotel, arriving in time to
change into our evening dresses (or in Roger’s case, a
dinner suit) and then on to the Park Lane Hotel where the
Cornish Association were holding their seventy-fifth Annual Dinner and Dance.

There was some difficulty when it came to drinking to ‘Our
Guests’ because so many people were referred to as
‘distinguished guests’ in Sir Anthony Hawke’s proposal of
this toast, that there were few people left who were entitled
to drink the health of these guests. However, this was all
as it should have been for that night, everyone felt they
were the honoured guests of the London Cornish
Association.
At about a quarter past twelve, after dancing for over two
hours, we were driven back to our hotel. Our impressions
of the evening were so many and varied that we could
hardly remember the names of all the people we had met
and talked with. All that emerged clearly was that we had
not attended some rigidly formal ‘Dinner and Dance’ and
had spent the evening in delightful surroundings, amongst
friendly people who had been genuinely happy to meet
together in this way.

A great many of the guests had already assembled and
were standing, looking charming or distinguished, according to sex, in the hotel foyer. We mingled inconspicuously
with them feeling rather rustic and misplaced. But we need
not have worried: blood, as they say, is thicker than water
and the Cornish blood flowing through the veins of everyone present made us all ‘one big happy family’. We were
introduced to a large number of people and were sunk in
luxurious arm chairs when someone announced, in sonorous tones, ‘Dinner is served’.
The glasses shone: the white serviettes lay in starched
perfection: the room was filled with the odour and scent of
the flowers sent from Cornwall especially for the occasion.
We took our places at one of the long tables and glanced
at the other guests. Mrs Coles, the Chairman of the Association, was at the head of the table not far from our own.
We saw the Association’s President, Sir Anthony Hawke,
Viscount Amory and craned our necks in a vain attempt to
see the French Ambassador and Madame Charvel who
entered a few moments later and took their places at the
top table.

Some of the guests, including the essay winners, at the
75th LCA Dinner-Dance in 1961.

We spent Sunday touring London with three members of
the Trelawny Club – Graham Pearce called for us at ten
o’clock, despite the fact he had been up till four the
previous night (or morning). Sunday was obviously the
best day for driving through London as we did not have to
wrestle so hard with the traffic lights. It is still a mystery to
us as how a driver can ever find his way through the maze
of forbidding notices: ‘One Way Traffic’ or ‘No Entry’
seemed to be posted up on every other turning.

There was nothing particularly Cornish about the menu
which was written in French and composed of various
English dishes! Although taking place in such expensive
surroundings and attended by so many distinguished
personages, this London Cornish Association Dinner and
Dance combined formality with a friendly and hospitable
atmosphere. We felt we were not among strangers, but
friends. A newspaper report described the occasion as a
‘meeting of exiles’: the London Cornish are certainly the
happiest exiles I have ever seen. Everyone was put in
such good spirits by a rendering of ‘and shall Trelawny die’
by the entire company, that we were prepared to forgive
Viscount Amory when he confessed in his after-dinner
speech that he was, in fact, a Devonian. Mrs Coles spoke
about the beginnings of the London Cornish Association

We had visited London before, but I have never enjoyed
‘sight seeing’ so much as I did that Sunday. Our friends
from the Trelawny Club were lively and amusing company
and were the ideal companions for a trip that was far from
the conventional tour around ‘places of interest’. We were
informed that there were two sorts of people in London –
those who went to Church on Sunday and those who went
to Petticoat Lane. We went to Petticoat Lane. Cornwall
has no equivalent to this famous haunt of the Sunday
morning crowds who drift slowly past the stalls or stand in
suspicious or animated groups around the motley assortment of misleadingly genuine-looking Persian carpets,
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known commentator, Bryan Johnson (we had got up early
that morning to hear the first broadcast on ‘Today’). I was
to go to Fleet Street where I would be shown around a
newspaper office by Mr Bickford, the London Editor of the
Western Morning News. All this had been arranged by the
London Cornish Association who must have gone to a
great deal of trouble to make it possible for us to have this
We drove past the Law Courts, the Old Bailey and Fleet opportunity. Mrs Coles called for us at ten o’clock and took
Street and arrived at St Paul’s Cathedral. We had carefully us by taxi to our various destinations.
timed our arrival so that our visit should not coincide with When we all met on the train to Truro, we discussed our
a service: at Westminster we were not so lucky and were morning: Roger had been shown around the research
forced to sneak through rather shamefacedly in the rear of laboratories, had had an interesting talk with Professor
Price and had seen a lecture in progress. Vicky had had
the choirboys.
A policeman regard us with curiosity as we stood adorning lunch with Bryan Johnson in the BBC staff canteen and I
the gates of the Houses of Parliament: a car park official had been given a chance to try my hand at giving a
looked at us with faint distrust as we cruised round the commentary on an imaginary procession: while I had been
Festival Hall looking for a free space where we could slip lucky enough to have been shown around the Daily Exin without worrying him. The Traitor’s Gate at the Tower of press offices by Mr Bickford and Mr Drake. I saw the
London had a certain fascination for us all: it was only too efficiently laid out office where a great many people were
easy to imagine the poor unfortunates who had passed quietly and purposefully getting on with the task of producing material that would finally become one of the great
this way to the Tower and perhaps to execution.
‘national dailies’. I was also taken around the printing
We had lunch in Leicester Square at the ‘Chicken Inn’. works and was amazed at the size of the huge machines
The amount we ate can be guessed from the words of the through which hundreds of thousands of newspapers
waiter who cheerfully handed over the bill with a gay passed daily. I saw how pictures were ‘telephoned’ and I
‘Good Luck’!
was told of the long and arduous building up of news items
The high spot of the afternoon was a long visit to London from the bare facts to the finished story.
Airport. It was the first time we had been there and we As we talked over our experiences the train pulled out of
were somewhat taken aback by the size and the large Paddington Station and we were on our way home. Renumber of aircraft that were ceaselessly arriving and gretfully, we watched London fade into the distance. The
taking off. We spent a long time standing watching this weekend was over and we were leaving with a host of
never ending flow of traffic but at half past five we had to happy memories.
leave. We watched one final take-off, sadly waving farewell to an imaginary Aunt Mabel, and retraced our steps to And a note from Graham Pearce:
the car park.
Expenses for Entertaining the three Essay Prize Winclothing of various shapes, sizes and senility: not to mention handbags coat-hangars, sticky sweets and lollipops
and carrier bags which, we were assured by the old lady
selling them, would ‘always come in useful’. We carefully
avoided these dubious bargains and returned to the car
passing, rather regretfully, by a man with a monkey and
parrot which we felt would have made unusual souvenirs.

_________________________________________________________________

Before returning to the hotel for dinner, we strolled along
by the Serpentine, disturbing a solitary artist who was
sketching by the light of the pale and fleeting moon. Apart
from him, the seats were deserted. Some of them had
given up the struggle and were floating in an abandoned
sort of way in the dark waters of the gently lapping Serpentine.

ners on March 11th and 12th 1961

Hire of car and petrol
Cloakroom and tips
Photos at the dinner
Postcards
Lunch (12th March)
London Airport
Parking
Entrance to roof gard’n
Brochures
Underground fares
Coffee
TOTAL

£
4
1

s
0
6
1
3
5

d
0
0
0
11
7

Finally, we concluded the evening by going to ‘see the
3
lights’. This is the best example I know of the truth of the
old slogan ‘familiarity breeds contempt’: although we could
2
0
have stood watching these ever changing illuminations
12
0
advertising Coca-Cola, Australian tinned fruit, Lyons
1
6
Swiss rolls, or proclaiming that ‘Guinness is good for you’,
3
0
it was obvious that their charm soon palls for those who
5
0
see them every day, for the hundreds of other people
10
0
0
jostling along the crowded pavements passed them by
without a glance.
Float agreed by Council: £10
We returned to our hotel after a day that cannot adequate- Total expenditure: £10
ly be described as ‘extremely enjoyable’. We had seen
more of London than ever before and the friendliness of How times have changed. Imagine being able to entertain
our cheerful companions would have made us view even 5 people for two days for only £10!
a graveyard through rose-coloured spectacles. As it was,
their company had given added enjoyment to a day that
Important reminder…
was in itself unforgettable.
We want to hear your views on the future of the LCA.
Monday morning saw the parting of the ways. We were all
Please tell us what activities you think we should offer,
three to meet leading personalities in the careers we
what you think should change, and any ideas you have
wished to enter. Roger was to visit King’s College where
for helping us to attract and retain more members. Send
he wanted to be a lecturer in Physics. Vicky to the Shepyour ideas to Dick Richards whose contact details are on
herd’s Bush Studios where she would meet the well
the front page.
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and lives with his family near St Austell. He trains with
Newquay’s Cormorants swimming team.
Cornwall can feel justifiably proud of the important role it
played in the recent London Olympics. The Cornish input
started at the very beginning, when the Olympic flame left
Athens in a modified version of a Humphry Davy lamp. It
then began its 8000 miles torch relay at Lands End, with
the first runner being Ben Ainslie who, although not Cornish, has strong Cornish connections. And that is not all a Cornish sportsman and woman contributed to Team
GB’s haul of gold medals.

Good news for Cornish Olympic supporters

As the Olympics approached, word soon spread that
Cornish folk would not be permitted to wave their St
Piran’s flags in support of the Cornish competitors. It was
believed that no flags, other than those of participating
nations, would be permitted at the Games. England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland were seen as participating nations so their flags could be flown. Cornwall,
however, was considered to be part of England and not a
nation in its own right, so it was assumed that flying its flag
Helen Glover
would not be permitted. Fortunately however, LOCOG
Helen, a Cornish sportswoman and her team mate, Heath- clarified the situation by stating that flags such as the
er Stanning, won the coxless pairs in rowing, gaining Cornish standard would be allowed to be waved at all
Team GB its first gold medal at the London 2012 games. events.
Their win also gained them another first – they are the first
British female rowers ever to win an Olympic medal.
Helen was born in Truro, the daughter of former Cornwall
rugby captain Jimmy Glover (who was at school with our
Membership Secretary, Graham Pearce!). She attended
Humphry Davy School in Penzance.

Ben Ainslie
Although a Hampshire boy by birth, Ben was educated at
Truro School. As a youngster, he learned to sail in the
waters around Falmouth and he is still a member of
Restronguet Sailing Club.

Having a history seminar at Kernewek Lowender, is now
a well-established and successful tradition. Recent topics
have included Cornish Settlements in Australia and The
Ingenious Cornish: Inventions, Enterprises & Exploits.

The next seminar will be held in Wallaroo on 23rd May
2013 and its theme will be “Cornish Life Beyond the
He became the most successful Olympic sailor of all time Mines”
after winning gold medals in four consecutive Olympic
The CASA committee is now calling for papers. The comGames.
mittee’s intention is to focus on Australian contexts and
Ainslie was the first person to carry the Olympic torch at events in most of the papers selected for presentation.
the start of its journey around the UK and he was chosen But, it is also intended, if possible, to feature one or two
to carry the flag for Great Britain at the closing ceremony. papers based on the Cornish in Cornwall, as a way of
If we can ‘adopt’ Ben Ainslie, what about Usain illustrating similarities and differences in Cornish life in the
two societies.

Holt?
Usain was born in 1986 in Trelawny, a parish in Cornwall The topic is intentionally broad to allow different interpreCounty in northwest Jamaica. The capital of this county is tations. Some examples are:
– What did the Cornish do to earn a living after the mines
Falmouth. Is he a ‘Cornishman’?
closed down? How did they and/or their communities
These gold medal winners were not the only Cornish ath- cope?
letes to compete in the Games. The Cornish Association – Many did not work as miners – what other occupations
of New South Wales has compiled the following list of all were they known for and/or skilled at?
– What notable examples are there of Cornish people
Cornish competitors:
participating in civic life, religion, literature, art and music?
Olympics:
Expressions of interest should be submitted by Monday
Ben Ainslie - Sailing (Men's Finn class)
Louise Bond-Williams and Sophie Williams – Fencing
28th October and should include an abstract of no more
(Women’s Sabre)
than 250 words. Notification of acceptance by the Seminar
Helen Glover – of Newlyn/Penzance – Rowing (Women's Sub-committee will be posted or emailed by 25 November
Pairs)
2012.
Wendy Houvenaghel – Cycling (Women’s Team Pursuit)
For more details, and for a Seminar Registration Form,
James Honeybone – of Truro – Fencing (Men’s Sabre)
contact Dr Jan Lokan, Seminar Coordinator, PO Box 515,
Jemma Simpson – of Polgooth - Running
McLaren Vale SA 5171, email jan.lokan@acer.edu.au.
Annie Vernon – of Wadebridge – Rowing (Women’s
Eight)
Paralympics.
Matt Whorwood – of Newquay - Swimming
Jonathan Fox – of St Austell - Swimming
As we go to press, we have just heard that Jonathan Fox
won Britain’s first swimming medal at the Paralympics
when he competed in the S7 100m backstroke. Fox, who
was born in Plymouth, was educated at Cornwall College
10

From time to time, a some of the LCA members living in
East London meet for lunch at a local pub. In July, eleven
members met at The Eagle in Snaresbrook. New member Alan Merrifield was a welcome addition to the group.
Don and Catherine Foster are the coordinators for these
events.

Each year, the London Cornish Association compiles an summer. The festival is dedicated to showing the diverse
annual publication, affectionately known as the ‘Yellow cultures of the Celtic nations. They held their Annual
Book’, which includes contact details for Cornish Associa- Meeting and picnic in July.
tions around the world. We try to contact all associations
each year in order to check that the details we have for
them are correct. This is, however, proving quite difficult
as many emails bounce back, some letters do not get a
response and some websites do not appear to be live. If,
when you get your copy of the brochure in September, you
notice any details which you know to be incorrect, please
do let us know.
You can either email
editor@londoncornish.co.uk or write to the address on the
back page of the newsletter.

USA
We were saddened to hear of the recent death of Sue
Pellowe. Sue, who was a Bard of the Cornish Gorsedd
and co-founder, with Jim Wearne, of the Illinois Cornish
Society was a great advocate for Cornwall and all things
Cornish. Several of us had the privilege of spending an
evening with her when she was in London a couple of
years ago.
Members of the Cornish Society of Greater Milwaukee
and the Chicago Cornish joined together in March to
celebrate St Piran’s Day with a pasty lunch. While waiting
for the pasties to heat, they watched the film, ‘The Mousehole Cat’. Jim Wearne provided further entertainment with
commentary, news stories and illuminating narrative.

CANADA
At the June meeting of the Toronto Cornish Association, Richard Bond gave a presentation that was both
personal and poignant, about his Cornish relatives who
had sailed on the Titanic. This was supplemented by a
display of numerous newspaper articles and pictures,
dating back to the tragedy, that had been collected by him
and his family during their research. At the end of the
meeting, the group sang ‘Nearer my God to Thee’, sung in
memory of those who perished. This well-known hymn
was played by the brave Titanic musicians as the ship
went down.

The Greater Milwaukee’s 2012 Annual Pasty Lunch was
attended by thirty-one people, not all of them members.
One young man had read about the event in the paper and
had dropped in simply because he likes pasties! And, a
couple dropped in because they wanted to buy two pastIn July, Philip Rodda, on a trip to Canada, gave a talk on
ies!
‘The Family History of the Rodda Creamery in Redruth’
The speaker at this event was Tom Rusch, CAHS Presi- and in August, they held their annual picnic and bbq.
dent who talked about the challenges facing societies,
particularly the decline in numbers of people participating
in them.

AUSTRALIA

The 21st Gathering of the California Cornish Cousins Our congratulations go to Julie Wheeler (Southern Sons
was held in June in Mono County, an area where many of Cornwall) and Peter Mundy (Bendigo) who will be
Cornish miners worked.
admitted as new Bards at the Gorsedd in September.
On the Saturday, the delegates met for a pasty lunch in At the end of October, the third Cornish Cultural CelebraBodie State Park, prior to going on a tour of the area. tion will take place in Shoalhaven in New South Wales.
During the tour, they were told that there were originally The aim of the event is to celebrate and promote the
three churches in the town but there were sixty saloons! It unique Cornish culture in Shoalhaven. The Southern
must have been a pretty wild place as there were gun- Sons of Cornwall, who are organising this event, have
fights and uproarious behaviour on Saturday nights when put together a very exciting programme. There will be two
the miners had money in their pockets and the next day speakers from Cornwall – Nigel Pengelly who will speak
off.
on Cornish communications and keeping in touch with our
Next Year’s Gathering, which will have the theme ‘Coming cousins in the 21st century and Sharron Schwartz who will
home to Humbug, will be held from 31st May to 2nd June at talk about the Cornish in Latin America. Other speakers
are Viv Martin, Tom and Libby Luke, Julie Wheeler, Chris
Humbug, in Nevada County
Dunkerley, Dennis Goodland and Shauna Hicks. Their
The Cousins will hold their Northern California Annual Fall
talks will be on subjects as varied as tracing mining ancesPasty lunch in October.
tors and Cornish involvement in Australia’s development.
For the first time, members of the Pacific Northwest There will also be Cornish cookery and jewellery making
Cornish Society participated in the Newport Celtic Festi- demonstrations. For those feeling adventurous, there will
val in June. They sponsored a very successful booth be an opportunity to do some whale watching from a boat.
which has inspired them to be a presence at three more And of course, no celebration would be complete without
festivals and games in Oregon and Washington states this a Bardic ceremony.
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preservation of this area of natural beauty through the
Woodland Trust. Fortunately, the weather was reasonable
and they were able to go ahead with the visit. Hugh
Jenkins, a Woodland Trust member gave a short talk on
how woods are maintained. This was followed by a walk
Members of the Cornish Association of New South and then a good pub lunch.
Wales enjoyed a talk on the Historic Sites of Sydney Members of the Thames Valley Cornish Association will
Harbour at their June meeting and they had a pasty day in hold their annual lunch in September. This year they will
July. They will welcome spring with a September wild be unable to meet at their usual venue at Eton Dorney
flower walk and picnic at Muogamarra Nature Reserve because it will still be recovering after being used as an
and in November/December, they are planning a day out Olympic venue.
to Old Government House and Paramatta Park
In June, members of the Torbay Cornish Association

Anyone who is interested in attending the Celebration, or
who wants to find out more about it, should contact Julie
Wheeler by mail, (PO Box 15, Nowra NSW 2541) or by
email at jngwheeler@bigpond.com (please put Cornish
Cultural Celebration in the subject line).

In May, members of the Cornish Association of Victoria
heard Tren Harvey talk of his childhood in St Just during
the war years. He showed pictures of a plane which had
crashed in a paddock near his home and school and told
how he and his brother hunted for bits of aircraft around
the area. He also showed pictures of a ship struck at sea
just out from St Just. The family used the space under the
stairs as an air raid shelter until they had a more substantial one Two girls joined the family as part of the evacuee
program and the family enjoyed their company for two
years.

celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee with a cream tea in aid of
the Friends of Torbay Hospital. Later in the month, they
heard a talk on Dogs for the Blind. Their new social
programme starts off on a musical note with guitar playing,
and song and piano recitals. Their annual dinner will take
place at the beginning of December.

At their AGM in June, members of the Ballarat Branch of
the CAV heard Neil Thomas talking about his trip to the
UK in 2011. In October, there will be a coach trip to
Berringa where they will see a display prepared by the
Historical Society and Les George will speak about the
locality, the church and the organ.

London Cornish Association

The West Somerset Cornish Association have had an
interesting programme in the past few months including a
sing-along and a talk on living with a guide dog. Their
AGM started with a supper. Thirty three guests attended
their St Piran’s dinner at the end of March including visiAt their AGM in June, President Neil Thomas stepped tors from the Bournemouth and Bristol Cornish Associadown after his two years in post. He was replaced by Rev tions.
Prof. Robert Gribben. Several members of the LCA will The Bournemouth Cornish Association will hold their
remember meeting Neil Thomas for dinner when he was harvest supper in September and a pasty supper in Octoin London last year after he had been admitted as a Bard
ber. On 3rd November, they will celebrate their annual
at the Cornish Gorsedd .
dinner.
In July, they heard from Moira Drew. An archivist by
profession, Moira has been working on The Overland Gold
Project, trying to un-fathom the journey from South Australia to the goldfields of Victoria in 1851/52 (mainly BendDon’t forget to contact the London Cornish Association
igo and Castlemaine) which was undertaken by many
and let us know when you are coming. If possible, we
thousands of miners and their families.
would love to meet you.
At forthcoming meetings, they will hear talks on What’s
Contact The Editor
new at FamilySearch?, Your Methodist ancestors: which
Email: editor@londoncornish.co.uk
variety?, Cornish Miners and the Castlemaine Diggings
National Heritage Park and Bendigo, it’s Cornish
A warm welcome awaits you at the

UK
Sadly, another Cornish association has closed down.
Tunbridge Wells Cornish Association decided at its
AGM in April that it could not continue because of a
shortage of numbers and the ill health of some of its
members. They will continue to meet informally as a
group of Cornish ‘friends’ including the celebration of St
Piran’s Day with a lunch on 5th March, an event to which
others are warmly invited.

We offer our congratulations to LCA member Flora
‘Tommi’ O’Hagan who will be awarded the Medal Bras
Map Trevethan (Paul Smales Award) at the Open
Gorsedd in September.

The small group of members of the Midland Cornish
Association continue to meet on a fairly regular basis.
The weather for their outing to Pepper Wood did not look
promising and they were concerned that the outing would
have to be postponed. The outing had been planned
because one of their late members, John Mawditt, had
been involved in working in the wood and helped with the
12

Tommi was a Past President of the Cornish American
Heritage Society. Her award was given for maintaining
world-wide contacts for a ‘Cousin Jack or Jenny’
throughout the Diaspora, enabling people to visit libraries in the USA to access microfilm copies of the ‘West
Briton’.
A list of other award winners and new Bards can be
found at
http://www.gorsethkernow.org.uk/english/competitions/a
wards12.htm

From the newsletter of the Southern Sons of Cornwall

Boscastle
Did you know that St Juliot’s Church near Boscastle was
restored by Thomas Hardy? His training was as an architect, and in 1870 he was commissioned to work on what
was then a dilapidated wreck of a building. While doing
this he met Emma Gifford, sister-in-law of the rector, who
Barnabas is the only survivor of the thousand strong fleet in 1874 became his wife, and a great encourager of his
of lug rigged seine and drift net fishing boats which were ambitions to write.
registered at Cornish ports at the turn of the 19th century.
She is very similar to the Spirit of Mystery which was Helston
sailed to Australia by Pete Goss. She was built for Barna- Did you know that the Goonhilly complex near Helston
bas Thomas and was originally registered in 1881. Her was the site of the first parabolic satellite antenna on
number SS 634 is said to have been chosen because earth? That disc, installed in 1962 and dubbed Arthur, was
number 634 in the English Methodist Hymn book was the built to monitor Telstar. It is now a Grade II listed structure.
Arthur handled the first ever TV broadcast made via satelhymn, ‘Will your anchor hold in the storms of life?’
lite. At one time the station was the largest of its kind on
Barnabas continued to fish until 1954 when she was sold the planet with more than 60 such dishes.
as a yacht. She was given to the National Maritime MuseDid you know that the first China Clay deposits found in
um Trust in the 1970s and in1985 she was restored.
Britain were discovered in 1746 at Tregonning Hill near
You can find out more about this boat at
Helston? Local wholesale pharmacist, William Cookworwww.cornishmaritimetrust.org/#/thebarnabas/
thy, noticed that miners were using clay to repair furnaces.
4537219866.
He had read a book by a Jesuit missionary about porcelain
making in China; and the year before had been visited by
clay exporters from Virginia hoping to work with him. He
experimented with ‘moorstone’ until he had a formula
suitable for porcelain manufacture, and in 1768 was granted a patent for it.
This picture shows the Barnabas, the only boat from
Cornwall to join the flotilla for the Queen’s Jubilee Pageant
on the Thames. She sailed 450 miles from Cornwall to
London to take part and, with her huge St Piran’s flag, she
stood out among the boats and barges.

Mousehole
Did you know that the first written mention of Britain
detailed tin dealing on St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall?
Pytheas, a Phoenician from Marseille, travelled to Cornwall in 325BC on a trading mission and recorded this: his
text was lost long ago, but its information was quoted in a
later Greek history. Some say the use of saffron in traditional Cornish cookery results from exchanges made with
the Phoenicians.

This photograph comes from the Cornish Maritime Trust
website. Visitors to Paddington Station can also see a
photo of the Barnabas on the concourse at present.

Newquay
Did you know that at Perranporth - just south of Newquay
– the remains of what is probably the oldest Christian
church in Britain lie buried in the sand? St Piran, for whom
the village is named, was a 5th century saint thought to be
of Irish origin. He built an oratory just beyond the beach,
Author EV Thompson died at his home in Launceston in whose sands centuries later overwhelmed the building –
July. He will be remembered for his historical novels, as they did its 10th century successor.
many of which were set in Cornwall.
Padstow
Thompson was born in London and as a young man, Did you know that the immortal lines They shall grow not
served with the navy in many places including Hong Kong, old, as we that are left grow old were written on the cliffs
Japan and Korea. It was while working in Rhodesia as the above Polzeath (nr Padstow) by Laurence Binyon in 1914.
chief security officer for the Department of Aviation that he Redruth
made the decision to move to Cornwall and become a Did you know that the first domestic residence in the world
writer.
to be lit by gas was in Redruth - installed by William
The early days in Cornwall were not easy, and Thompson Murdock in 1794? He was also the originator of the term
had to take a menial job at the English China Clay works gasometer.
at Par to earn an income. He wrote in his spare time and Did you know that in 1842 Cornish Engineer Michael
became a very successful novelist. His novel ‘Chase the Loam gave a demonstration of the country’s first ever
Wind’ was translated into fourteen languages.
elevator at Gwennap near Redruth? The so-called CorAlthough not born in Cornwall, Thompson had a great love nish Man Engine was installed at Tresavean Mine to
for the county which provided the setting for so many of transport miners between the surface and the workings,
saving an hour’s climbing a day.
his novels.
In recognition of his contribution, EV Thompson was appointed an MBE in 2012 New Years Honours List.
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Zennor
Did you know that D.H. Lawrence and his wife Frieda
were expelled from Zennor in 1916? He wrote much of
Women in Love there. They first stayed in the local pub,
then rented a cottage in spite of the writer’s loathing for
the Cornish. Their noisy rows, and the community’s suspicions about Frieda (cousin to German flying-ace von
Richthofen) which included a belief that her red underwear drying on the line was signalling to U-Boats as well,
no doubt, Lawrence’s nasty beard, led the local rozzers
to order them out in 1917.

Reminder: Appeal for stories of wives left
behind by 19th century emigrant Cornishmen
The Summer Newsletter carried an appeal for family
stories of wives who remained in Cornwall when their
husbands ventured across the world. This is a reminder
that Lesley Trotter is still looking for such stories, which
will be used as part of her PhD research. If you have a
story to share, please send it to:
Lesley Trotter – Email: ljt210@exeter.ac.uk
Postal address: Lesley Trotter, The Institute of Cornish
Studies, Peter Lanyon Building, The University of Exeter
– Cornwall Campus, Penryn, Cornwall TR10 9EZ

Lost Gardens Of Heligan
In 2013 it will be 21 years since the Lost Gardens were
opened to the public and a nostalgic exhibition is being
planned to celebrate this anniversary. As part of this, a
team from Heligan is seeking memories from people
who knew the house and ardens during some of the
“lost” years of the 20th century. They would love to hear
from anyone who was born, lived, worked or visited
there and can recall names of staff, jobs, plants and animals, or have stories to tell or photos, documents or artefacts of the Heligan of former times.
Contact: memories@heligan.com or Lost Memories
Project, The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Pentewan, St
Austell, Cornwall, PL26 6EN.

From the newsletter of the Southern Sons of Cornwall

track of them . So if you do see choughs, your sightings
would be much appreciated, please email them to
cornishchoughs@rspb.org.uk
More exciting news...
Finally, after 11 years of debate and wondering, we are
excited to share the original origin of Cornwall’s choughs.
As you know in 2001 three unringed choughs arrived on
the Lizard, after being extinct in Cornwall for nearly 40
years. Two of these birds settled at Southerly Point and
have bred there for the last 11 years successfully raising
44 chicks. A project carried out by researchers at the
University of Aberdeen has compared the DNA found in
chough feathers from across Europe,. The results of their
research strongly suggest that the original pair of choughs
came from Ireland. For more information visit University of
Aberdeen’s website http://www.abdn.ac.uk/news/details12997.php
All the best from the
Cornwall Chough Project
www.cornishchoughs.org

Earlier in the year, the sinking of the Titanic on 15th April
1912 was commemorated. Of the approximately 2000
people who were on board the ship when it hit an iceberg,
about 1500 died. Among these was a group of Cornish
miners who were setting off in the hopes of finding work
and building a new life in America at the time when the
mining industry in Cornwall had declined. The Cornish
miners who died were:
Ÿ Frank Andrew, 25, Redruth
Ÿ Frederick Banfield, 28, Helston
Ÿ William Berriman, 23, St Ives
Ÿ Ernest Cann, 21, Penwithick
Ÿ Willie Carbines, 19, St Ives
Ÿ Harry Gale, 38, Harrowbarrow
Ÿ Shadrach Gale, 33, Harrowbarrow
Ÿ Stephen Curnow Jenkin, 33, St Ives
Ÿ Joe Nicholls, 19, St Ives
Ÿ Frederick Pengelly, 19, Gunnislake
Ÿ William Saundercock, 19, St Austell
Ÿ Samuel Sobey, 25, Porthallow
(List compiled by Lynne French, BBC News, Cornwall)
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Cornish photographer, David Brown, is based in St
We have some exciting news, which will hopefully make Austell. He creates a range of greeting cards, prints, calup for our lack of updates over the past few months. It has endars and fridge magnets and there are over 500 imagbeen an extremely busy and exciting season.
es to choose from. You can see some of his work on his
2012 has been a hard breeding season for many birds, but website - http://www.ripplingwaves.com. He also has a
fortunately the unseasonal weather has not affected the Facebook page to which he uploads a new Cornish imchoughs too badly and they have had another fantastic age each day.
season. This year there were 5 nests to monitor across With Christmas just around the corner, it may be time to
Cornwall. The fantastic news is that from these 5 nests, 18 think about calendars. His A4 calendar has 12 images
chicks have fledged successfully, another record breaking and costs £4.99. Check the website for more information.
year. We are delighted to see yet another year with 100 %
fledging rate and we couldn’t do it without the help of all
Do we have your correct email and mailiing addresses?
the staff and volunteers involved in the project, many
Please let us know if you change your address.
thanks. All of the young have taken to the wing very well
Contact the editor on editor@londoncornish.co.uk or at
and are spreading further along the coast. As they find
the address on the back page
their independence it is getting increasingly hard to keep
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Thank you to all who have paid their Annual Subscriptions
on time and particular thanks to those who also made
generous donations. One member apologetically responded to my reminder by paying their subs for two years! Only
one member has not responded to reminders, even to
messages I have left on their phone so, sadly, I have now
had to remove them from the membership list. Nevertheless, this is the lowest number of ‘lost’ members due to
subs default that we have had for many, many years.
I can report that our membership at the beginning of
August is 241. We are very pleased to welcome the
following two new members:
Kevin Werry whose parents are from St Austell
and who lives in Southborough in Kent.
Mark Nankivell who now lives in London, E12.
Remember, if you are married, your spouse is also eligible
to become a member of the LCA.
Sadly, we have had some resignations.
Let us hope that we can continue to recruit more new
members. As I always ask, please do what you can to
encourage other people to join the Association. Cornish
people and those with Cornish connections are always
very proud of Cornwall. Encourage them to come to functions where they can enjoy face to face meetings with
other Cornish people. I know that these days many people
depend on the electronic world for a great deal of their
communication. What will happen if there is a major electricity power failure?
Regarding the weather, which has not been very popular
this year, it is now forecast, as of the end of July that the
‘jet stream’ is returning to its ‘normal position’ to the north
of the UK so our weather will improve for the Olympic and
Paralympic Games! When you get this Newsletter, you will
know whether they were right or wrong. We look forward
to a pleasant summer not too wet, not too hot and not too
humid.

Here is an example from the Trelawny Club programme
for 1961:
Weekly events – Skating, swimming, dancing.
Other events over a month – Visits to museums, theatre
shows.
These were in addition to the main LCA programme which
included monthly rambles, literary meetings, pasty lunches and various other social gatherings.
We now have the Olympic Games and, as reported in my
last Meanderings, the Torch started its tour around the UK
from Lands End, after the flame was flown over from
Athens in a Humphry Davy lamp. Now, isn’t it very appropriate that the first Gold Medal won by Team GB was
awarded to a Cornish girl from Newlyn who attended the
Humphry Davy School in Penzance. She was one of the
team who won the Women’s Pair Rowing Competition.
This was the first ever Olympic rowing Gold Medal that
Great Britain has won. I was very interested when I saw
that her father was a Jimmy Glover from Newlyn who was
of the same age as me. The name rang a bell as I was at
the Humphry Davy Grammar School in Penzance with a
Jimmy Glover from Newlyn. I wondered if Helen was his
daughter. I have been able to confirm that this is true. I
give congratulations to Helen from myself and the London
Cornish Association for her success and also three cheers
for other Cornish participants in the Olympics. This includes Ben Ainslie who won Gold in the Finn Class Sailing
and has become the most decorated Olympic sailor of all
time. He lives at Falmouth and is a member of the Restronguet Sailing Club where, I believe, he did most of his
practising. Well done and congratulations.
These awards come after a report in the newspaper where
it was said that the St Piran’s flag was banned from being
waved at the Olympic Games! Why? We got not only the
first Gold Medal but a second one as well!
Talking of flags, did you notice that for both the Jubilee
and the Olympics some of the Union flags the people were
waving as well as some that were raised on buildings,
were flying upside down? Even the flags people had
obviously bought had been sold upside down! Are people
aware these days of what an inverted flag means? It
means ‘emergency’! I know the Cornish flag, because of
its design, can be flown any wayt up – does that mean that
Cornish people are not worried about emergencies?

In the last Newsletter, there was an article regarding ‘The
Future of the London Cornish Association’ by a Past
Chairman, Dick Richards, who requested feedback from
our members on what they think is required to keep the
Association running. I hope that many of you have responded to his request as he said that your views would
be summarised in a future Newsletter (perhaps this one).
If you have not responded but still have ideas, please
contact Dick Richards at 25 Picklers Hill, Abingdon, Ox- About 60 years ago, as a young lad, I was walking with my
fordshire,
OX14
2BB,
or
by
email
at father past the police station in Hayle when he saw that
the Union flag was flying upside down over the entrance
dickrichards10@hotmail.com.
door. My father went into the office and asked if they had
In 1960 there were similar thoughts on what to do to a problem. They said there was no problem and as we
generate new interest in the Association. As a result, the walked down the road, a policeman hurriedly came out of
Trelawny Club was born. It was the section of the LCA the station, looked at the flag, took it down and then raised
which catered specifically for members up to the age of it the other way up. Since then, I have tended to be
30. This was successful for some years until members observant when seeing the Union flag either flying or
grew older and their age prevented them from continuing. being waved. Sadly, as I said above, I think that many
Sadly, we did not recruit new members in the age range. flags that are sold in shops on small sticks either to be
As a result, the Trelawny Club declined until it was not waved or simply stuck in the ground are incorrectly asviable.
sembled.
Younger people do not have the same interests today as I ask once more if you are able to contact any Cornish
they did 50 years ago. This is understandable, but what is people, or descendents who you think might be interested
it that would attract and interest new members?
in joining us, please give them details of the LCA or of your
local Cornish Association. We always hope that they
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would be interested in joining and becoming one of our
new members. Tell them to contact me at the address
below or send me their names and addresses so that I
can send them a Membership Application form. Hopefully,
we will see an increase in membership. As you have seen
earlier in these Meanderings we have recruited two new
members who I hope will continue and perhaps even
encourage more people to join.

cemeteries, more accessible to genealogists. The website
records all burials within these churchyards.

Bishop Trelawny portrayed on the Wall of
Reformation in Geneva

During a visit to Geneva some time ago, William and
Annelise Salusbury-Trelawny visited the Wall of ReformaI hope you have enjoyed reading these Meanderings. If tion in order to go and see the sculptures. To their surprise, they found that Bishop Trelawny was portrayed on
you have any comments, please contact me.
the relief showing the signing of the Bill of Rights. The
Thank you again to all who have paid their annual sub- picture below shows the sculpture of the the Bishop.
scription and an additional thank you to those of you who
have generously included a donation.
I hope you all have a good summer.
Kernow bys vyken
Graham Pearce, ‘Pengwyth’, 17 Trellyn Close, Barming,
Maidstone, Kent ME16 9EF. Tel: 01622 727167
_______________________________

We have been informed of two new titles on Cornwall
which have been published by Halsgrove. They are:
Wheal Jane - The Final Mining Years – which has photographs by John Peck, 'official' photographer for Wheal
Jane from 1969 until its closure in 1992.
Celtic Cornwall - Alan Kent explores the sites associated
with the Cornish Celts and provides an insight into the
landscape, life and traditions that have made Cornwall More information and pictures can be found by ‘googleing’
and its people 'different'.
Reformation Wall and clicking on Bill of Rights.
More details of these books as well as ordering information can be found on the Halsgrove website –
Cornish postman climbs Mount Everest
www.halsgrove.com or at Halsgrove Publishing,
Halsgrove House, Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road, Ed Buckingham from Saltash climbed Mount Everest in
2011, another step in his attempt to complete the Seven
Wellington, Somerset TA21 9PZ UK
Summits Challenge. To achieve this, participants have to
climb the highest mountain in each of the seven contiWorld Heritage Site news
You can keep up to date on developments in the Cornwall nents. When he climbed Everest, he had already climbed
& West Devon Mining World Heritage Site by reading their peaks in Africa, Europe and North and South America.
newsletter which can be found at
Ed, who is a postman is believed to be the first Cornishhttp://www.cornishman to climb Mount Everest – and he made sure that he
mining.org.uk/sites/default/files/Cornish_Mining_summer had packed a St Piran’s flag, which he unfurled at the top.
_2012_.pdf
He also took up a copy of the Postman’s newspaper, the
The Summer 2012 issue includes an article on the closure Courier and has won a competition for being the postman
of the Robinson’s Shaft complex at Pool. This complex who has taken his copy of his Courier to the greatest
housed the last large Cornish pumping engine known to height.
have worked on a metal mine anywhere in the world. In
1955, its 101st year, its boilers were finally extinguished
and by the mid 1990s, the site had been closed down. The
The deadline for the next issue of the
historic value of the engine and its complex was recogLCA Newsletter is
nised and it has now been used to create a cultural
playground.
5th November

Please send all contributions to:
Liz Broekmann
The Editor
55 Brownell Place
London
W7 3AZ

Cornwall Historic Churchyard Project
The Cornish mining villages of Gwennap, Lanner, St Day
and Stithians have got together to produce a website,
http://cornwallminingvillagechurchyards.net. This is part
of a project to make churchyards, particularly the closed

Or email to editor@londoncornish.co.uk
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