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Some exciting things will be happening in
the coming year. You will see from the
Publicity Secretary’s report that we are
having some notelets printed at present.
With their especially commissioned Cornish scene, they would be ideal for writing
notes – or even for Christmas cards. They
We, at the LCA have also had a good year, will be available for sale shortly.
with some very successful events and the The other exciting thing is that we are well
recruitment of several new members. on the way to re-vamping the website. You
Hopefully we can continue to build on these asked for a website which is simpler and
successes, but we need also to address easier to navigate, and hopefully, the new
some big challenges. Like so many organi- one will be up and running about the middle
sations, we are faced with a shortage of of 2013 and will meet your needs.
people to help in the background. Keeping The Association provides an exciting social
an organisation such as the LCA going programme for its members. There is such
requires a lot of effort and these days, more variety in this year’s programme that there
and more of the work is falling on fewer and is bound to be something which appeals to
fewer shoulders. We are currently in the everyone - so we look forward to your
very worrying position where our Chairman support at coming events. Please rememis also our Secretary. Both are full jobs and ber to give us feedback afterwards so we
too much for one person to do. We really know what you enjoy. You can comment to
need to find a way to deal with this situation the organiser on the day or send your
and I urge those who can, to offer some comments to the Editor.
support. We have a range of jobs from
helping with catering at Family History One of the highlights of the year’s proDays to helping organise events. If you gramme is the Annual Dinner. This year,
would like more information, please contact we experimented with a new venue and it
one of the members of Council. You will was such a success that we will be returnfind their contact details in the Yellow Book. ing to the Thistle Hotel at Marble Arch
In the words of a well known supermarket, again in 2013 when our guest speaker will
be Andrew George, MP for St Ives. In this
‘Every little helps’!
newsletter, you will find an invitation and
In the last two newsletters, Dick Richards booking form.
made a plea for feedback from our members on what they see as the future of the I want to end by wishing you all a very
LCA. Sadly, only a few people have com- merry Christmas and peaceful and happy
mented. We encourage you to send Dick New Year. We look forward to a great 2013
your response to the question – ‘Should and, with your continued support, a good
future for the LCA.
LCA exist in the 21st century – if so, for
Kernow bys Vyken
what purpose?’ You can contact him at:
25 Picklers Hill, Abingdon, Oxon OX14
2BB or dickrichards10@hotmail.com.
It is hard to believe that another year has
passed – and what a year it has been for
those of us in London. So many of us were
out and about or glued to the TV to watch
the amazing celebrations for the Queen’s
Jubilee in June and the highly successful
Olympics and Paralympics in the summer.

Do we have your correct address?
If you move home, please do remember to let the LCA
Membership Secretary know. He can be contacted at
17 Trellyn Close, Barming, Maidstone ME16 9EF.
Alternatively, contact the Editor at
Editor@londoncornish.co.uk or at the address on the
back page.
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Further details of
these events can be
found on page 2
2012
Visit to National
Army Museum
12th December
2013
New Year’s Lunch
12th January
Visit to the
Corporation of
Trinity House
4th February
127th Annual Dinner
16th March
Informal Lunches
25th February
25th March
22nd April
Further details of
these events can be
found on page 2
Deadline for
the Spring
Newsletter
is
5th February 2013
Please send all
contributions to
The Editor at the
address on the
back page

A warm welcome is extended to non-members who would like to attend any of the
London Cornish Association events.
0208 989 7634 or leadbetter@lineone.net to reserve a
place or with any enquiries.

Visit to the National Army Museum 12th December 2012

Trinity House is located in Trinity Square, EC3N 4DH, only
Our pre-Christmas event will be a Cornish-flavoured visit
a few steps from Tower Hill underground station or Tower
to the National Army Museum where we will have a
Gateway on Docklands Light Railway. We will meet at
chance to see the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry War
2.45pm for a tour starting at 3pm. For those who would
Diaries which are kept there.
like to meet for lunch beforehand, there are a number of
The Museum has set aside a special room for us next to possibilities in the area, as well as other interesting buildthe café. It will be available from 12.30pm so that mem- ings, and more information can be provided to those who
bers who want to have lunch beforehand can sit together book for the tour.
once they have bought their food – a bit like one of our
Informal Lunches! Members who do not want to have
lunch will also be welcome to use the room
We will move to the lecture room at 1.50pm for a general
talk. After that, we will be shown the DCLI diaries which Annual Dinner – 16th March 2013
cover World Wars One and Two. Members will then be
Guest Speaker: – Andrew George MP
free to walk around the museum.
Venue: The Thistle Hotel, Marble Arch
The Museum is in Royal Hospital Road, Chelsea
Contact: Mrs E Broughton, 50 Grovelands Road, Palmers
SW 3 4 HT, next door to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, Green, London N13 4RH
where one of our members is a Chelsea Pensioner.
A booking form is included in this newsletter
(Nearest tube: Sloane Square – Circle and District line)
Booking essential. To book, or to get more information,
th
please contact Graham G. Norton, 020 7624 6966 or Family History Day – 13 April 2013
email: gpgn@lineone.net
Speakers:
Tom Doig – Women in the 1800s
Lesley Trotter – The Cornish Wives ‘left behind’

New Year’s Lunch – 12th January 2013

Time: 10am to 4.30pm
Venue: Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church,
235 Shaftsbury Avenue, London WC2H 8EP
(Nearest tube: Holborn or Tottenham Court Road)
Contact: Lorna Leadbetter Tel: 02089897634/
Email: leadbetter@lineone.net

Time: 12 noon
Venue: The Penderel’s Oak, 283-288 High Holborn, London WC1V 7HP
(Nearest tube: Holborn or Chancery Lane on the Central
Line)
Contact: Tony Wakeham – 020 77037378

Informal Lunches – 12 noon

Methodist Central Hall, Westminster
(Nearest tube: St James Park)
25th February
25th March
Trinity House was granted a Royal Charter by Henry VIII
nd
in 1514 and since then the Corporation’s prime concerns 22 April
have been the safety of shipping and the wellbeing of
seafarers. Today they have three main functions: as
Forthcoming Dinners of other Associations
General Lighthouse Authority for England, Wales, the
Torbay Cornish Association - 1st December
Channel Islands and Gibraltar; as a charitable organisaHomecomers - 11th December (Lunch)
tion dedicated to the safety, welfare and training of mariWest Country Association - 11th December (Christmas
ners; and as a Deep Sea Pilotage Authority providing
party)
expert navigators for ships trading in Northern European
waters. Some years ago we had a talk at a family history
day on the records of Trinity House, with special reference
to Cornish lighthouses.

Visit to The Corporation Of Trinity House –
4th February 2013

A guided tour of the Headquarters of Trinity House
has been arranged for Monday, 4th February 2013.
It will last for approximately 75 minutes and be followed by tea and biscuits. The cost is £6 per person and as we have only a limited number of places
they will be allocated on a first come/first served
basis, initially to members only. Early booking is
advised – contact Lorna Leadbetter on

A little piskey got involved with this season’s Yellow Book
and, as a result, the Membership Secretary’s phone
number has been printed incorrectly. His contact details
should read:
Mr Graham Pearce
17 Trellyn Close, Barming, Maidstone, ME16 9EF
Tel: 01622 727167
Please make the change in your copy of the Yellow Book.
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Christians and the United Methodist Free Church
emerged. However in the twentieth century the denomination has responded to the challenges presented by World
Wars and the secularisation of society by reunifying.
Seven keen family researchers took up Mary Timmins’ The particular characteristics of Methodism, with its travelinvitation to visit the Society of Genealogists in Septem- ling and local ministers and lay preachers operating within
circuits, brought a particular need for good organisation.
ber.
Circuit plans are in effect a monthly diary of appointments
Our two hour tour before lunch introduced us to the many
for all the preachers working within a certain circuit. They
types of resources, printed and online, which are available
were printed on silk both for durability and portability for
to members of the Society. Their number and range certhe travelling preachers. Another characteristic, the organtainly makes the idea of joining the Society quite appealisation of the denomination into societies with their classes
ing, whether you are a family or local historian.
and bands, also needed careful records.
After lunch, some of the group took up the offer of one-toTo emphasise this Peter quoted William Tonks from 1907:
one advice sessions where they were able to draw on the
‘Methodists eat figures: it is part of their regular daily food
knowledge and experience of the volunteers on duty that
supply, and thereon they grow strong.’
day to identify the next step they should take or to get
ideas for dealing with a ‘dead end’. Those to whom I spoke The types of records available to historians include the
later gained a lot from these sessions and had got new minutes of Conference, the Conference agenda, Methodist magazines and mission records, all of which are written
ideas to enable them to progress with their research.
in surprising detail. In addition to Circuit Plans, Circuit
We were free to use the many resources to do some of our
minute books recorded events at circuit level. And at
own research during the afternoon and several of us made
society and chapel level there were class books, BMD
the most of the opportunity – with varying degrees of
registers and chapel building records.
success.
Peter explained that these records and the many others
Although I did not manage to find anything new to add to
generated by Methodism are held at several archive cenmy family tree, I had tremendous time looking at what was
tres around the country.
available and exploring a few resources I had not used
before. This was a most interesting, and very useful outing The official Connexional records are held at the Methodist
and we thank Mary for making it possible for us to visit the Archive and Resource Centre within the John Rylands
University of Manchester Library. Their archive collection
Society of Genealogists.
catalogue
is
searchable
online
at
http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/searchresources/gui
detospecialcollections/methodist/methodistarchivescollec
tioncatalogue/

Tracing Methodist Ancestors

Materials held by the Library of the Wesleyan Historical
The first of our two main talks at the October Family Society at Oxford Brooks University, including the main
History Day was given by Dr Peter Forsaith, an historian Methodist periodicals and Conference minutes have been
specialising in the religion, society and culture of eight- made available online by MAP (Microform Academic Publishers) at http://www.britishonlinearchives.co.uk/ Peter
eenth century Britain.
Forsaith has written the online guide to the resources.
Peter, a Research Fellow with the Oxford Centre for
Methodism at Oxford Brookes University stressed that it Records of various Methodist missionary societies are
was important to view the development of Methodism held by the Library at the School of Oriental and African
within the context of what was happening elsewhere at the Studies in London. A summary of the collection is given
at
time. Methodism had its origins in early 18th century Gerhttp://www.soas.ac.uk/library/archives/collections/mission
many and in the late 1730s the Reverend John Wesley
ary-collections/
had a life-changing spiritual experience at Oxford which
persuaded him to preach in what, for the time, was a Other records relating to circuits, societies and chapels - if
they survive - are usually available via County Records
refreshingly enthusiastic and dynamic manner.
Office with catalogues searchable via the National ArJohn Wesley and brother Charles started to travel far and
chives a2a website.
wide, preaching wherever the opportunity arose. Initially
this was in established churches as a ‘Methodist’ move- Peter concluded his most interesting and helpful talk with
ment, but increasingly they needed to move out into the some examples of the typical questions family historians
open-air, as parish priests began to refuse them permis- come up with, including how to trace ministers’ transfers,
where missionaries served and the lay nature of the local
sion to use their churches.
preacher.
The first visit of the Wesley brothers to Cornwall was in
1842. John Wesley was to visit the county 32 times over But for me the highlight of Peter’s talk was his deliberate
the next 40 years. Their open air message met especially but rather casual use of the word ‘cirplanologist’. This
fertile ground with the Cornish miners. During this period, apparently is someone who studies Methodist circuit
Methodism was transformed into an international denomi- plans. You don’t come across one of those every day of
the week. Well done Peter.
nation.
For Methodism this growth was not without its divisions. Chris Burgess
During the nineteenth century, Wesleyan Methodists,
Methodist New Connexion, Primitive Methodists, Bible
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Geoff suggested setting up your own family name group
which would attract pictures and comments and can lead
to unexpected contacts.

Tracing Relatives and Missing People
A talk by Geoff Swinfield to the Family History Day
Geoff Swinfield opened his talk by acknowledging that
fans of family history research all know a great deal about
tracing genealogy from the past. His purpose in this presentation was to encourage a range of methods and to
pass on some of the specialised expertise he uses in his
own professional work.

In summary, Geoff’s talk indicated a surprising number of
sources. We were encouraged to try as many of these as
possible and to be persistent and precise but he suggested, as a final warning, that the seeker should be aware
when they have finished and exhausted all avenues.
Most of us have personal experience of the problems and
pleasures of research. Here are a few of my own:
Regarding the details you rely on - my own birth certificate
has a mistake on my parents’ address. My mother had
changed the names of family villages because of a scandal which sent me in the wrong direction. Fortunately
through Facebook I was traced by a Canadian cousin.

He began by suggesting we start research, even that into
the past, in the present day and make the most of those
contacts we currently have. If we can visit living relatives
there is a possibility that papers, memories, objects or
photos will give more clues than they might guess. For
instance, it might be beneficial to find out that family
members had emigrated to countries like Australia as
registration outside the United Kingdom can often be more
exact with death certificates, for example, showing more
detail. Geoff admitted that, in his own work, a researcher
tracing individuals has to resort to nosiness. If the search
has a serious purpose then old school friends, service
chums and former workmates all might help and even a
medical trend such as early deaths or genetic abnormalities could indicate a family link across generations.

Please remember when you are visiting libraries or archives to make notes in pencil.
Give the librarian as much precise information as possible.
Just a name and general location will often not be enough
but the name of an employer or business may be found in
the records.
Ursula Jeffries

Geoff’s probate research requires him to seek out missing
heirs, beneficiaries or executors as these individuals can
often be scattered and have lost contact. Intestacy, on the
other hand, can call for a complex calculation of descendants and their proportional entitlement. Each week the
bonavacantia.gov.uk site advertises brief information on
deaths in the previous six months with a legacy of at least
£5000. He stated that a fight then ensues to find the heirs
by companies who charge a percentage of the legacy for
their research.

About thirty members attended the Annual Service on
Thursday 25 Oct at 5.00pm in Westminster Central Hall.
We were not in the Chapel this year, but in the Emmanuel
Room, complete with its own built-in kitchen: more on this
later.
The service was lead by our newly-appointed Chaplain,
the Rev Michaela Youngson, (born in Redruth).The
preacher was the Rev Stephen Wild, Chair of the Cornwall
Methodist District. Steve gave a power-point presentation
of the Christian life in Cornwall, starting with the progress
of the Christian Bus which preceded the Olympic torch
bearers, the development of John Wesley's cottage at
Trewint, the special service at Gwennap Pit, and his joint
ventures with Rev Tim Thornton, Bishop of Truro (who is
already booked to preach at the 2013 LCA Annual Service). One of our members wrote to me saying ‘how much
I enjoyed the Annual Service last night. I had not heard
Steve Wild speak before and I thought that he was inspirational. I could have listened to him for a lot longer!’ Life
is not all doom and gloom in Cornwall. Steve spoke of the
‘Surfer's Chapel’ with its modern Christian symbols at the
front, and the saving of Brea Methodist chapel which was
going to close, but the family of a baby being christened
all rallied around and saved it from closure.

He set out an example of research for a North American
family using a British marriage certificate from 1919. He
highlighted the information that could be traced and
gleaned from names, especially rare ones, addresses,
occupations and witnesses and showed how to link these
with census and other records. Detailed notes and comparisons can throw up new leads to descendants. He
reminded us of the difficulties caused by name changes,
adoption and divorce for which there is no public search
engine at present. It is useful to check different sources for
the same details as one might be fuller, more accurate and
clearer than another.
Geoff very generously provided a full fact sheet of sources, websites and useful background reading; this list is too
long to reproduce in this newsletter but copies will be kept
by the editor and the Family History Group. He emphasised the extensive amount of free information available
through, for example, FreeBMD and UKBMD. In addition
to the traditional sources, the Internet now provides access to lists and message boards and, of course, the
on-line parish clerks and he hoped that researchers might
be able to overcome their fears of the new social media.
Facebook and blogs, with proper control and privacy
settings, can act as world-wide information networks.
Because these media are used by the younger generation
there is a real opportunity to find descendants who may
have letters, memories or items passed down through the
family. (These young people are unlikely to appear in
registers yet.)

Michaela arranged the Service. Because of the change of
the date of the service and other administrative matters,
there was no printed order of service but two well known
hymns from the new Methodist hymn-book Singing the
Faith’ concluding with ‘Dear Lord and father of mankind’,
were well sung, with Francis at the piano. In her prayers
Michaela remembered a number of our members and
friends who were ill, including Michael Ball, Don and
Catherine Foster, Bishop Bill Ind, Frank Isaac, Brian
Reed, Kath Slatter, and, in Cornwall, Richard Williams.
We all joined in the Prayer of the Association.
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We are fortunate to have Michaela as our new Chaplain,
and thank her for being with us, as she had only become
the Chair of the London Methodist District on 2nd September this year. If you would like to know of the many
interests Michaela has, do look at her website.

ence which is supported by a wooden frame made by her
husband. In contrast to the traditional very plain design of
Methodist places of worship she told me that more colourful images are now acceptable and even live screens
which appeal to younger people.

We thank our catering officer Lizzy Broughton for organising the refreshments, and her mother Pat Richards for the
celebration fruit cake, and to Pauline Dyer for her homemade ginger cake and biscuits.

As a mother of two, plus her wide-ranging job, she finds
little time currently for writing further books of poetry and
reflection. She is passionate about equality, justice and
poverty, and her energy is devoted to an inclusive church
where all are welcome. She acknowleged that many membership organisations like the London Cornish Association
are finding it difficult to sustain activities in a modern world.
She did find, however, that strong sense of community
and quality of relationships at our Annual Service which
are a very important part, for her, in her pastoral work. As
part of their caring about society social justice and the
wider world, Methodists have a long history of chaplaincy
going back to the Wesleys who had such an important
impact on Cornish religious life. I am sure all members will
be very content to welcome our latest representative of
this tradition.

In spite of some organisational difficulties ,including the
unavoidable change of date, the whole evening turned out
to be a very successful one.
Francis Dunstan

Many LCA members had the pleasure of meeting our new
chaplain at the Annual Service but I was lucky enough to
take some of her valuable time to find out a little more
about her life and interests. Michaela and her staff welcomed me to the District Office deep in Central Hall. I Ursula Jeffries
knew the public areas with the statue of John Wesley and
sweeping baroque architecture but was amazed at the
extent of this one hundred year old building and the many
tasks accomplished there.
The London Cornish Association has such an interesting
Michaela, who is also known as an author and broadcast- and enduring history and the Council are working hard to
er, was welcomed in September as the new Methodist keep it alive and appealing to members. I am a fairly
District Chair for London and so joins the Revd Jenny recent addition to the membership but I hope that I can
Impey and the Revd Stuart Jordan in chairing the London offer some innovative ideas or new energy to the work
District. This is currently made up of 23,000 members, 257 others have done with the purpose of bringing in new
ministers, 245 churches and 40 circuits so it is safe to say members or offering more to those loyal supporters to
that the team are extremely busy. Nonetheless when whom we owe the LCA’s survival. My discovery, after
Revd Malcom White suggested she take on the chaplain- many years, of the fishing village where my ancestors
cy of LCA, she accepted partly because of a sense of worked before leaving to seek new careers, has reminded
me of the special heritage we share and inspired me to
connection with Cornwall and its religious heritage.
bring it to a wider audience. It is the members who must
Michaela was born in Cornwall however this was not endorse any change so my plans for publicity are summabecause of family ties but owing to her father being sta- rised here:
tioned in Truro with the RAF. Therefore her birthplace,
· A card, designed and made for us is currently
Redruth hospital and nearby Perranporth, were soon left
being printed. This can be used for official stationbehind and the family moved to Hull. She had the good
ery or bought by members. If the idea is successfortune, though, to spend many family holidays on the
ful we will plan a series of small pieces of
Roseland Peninsula and found a sense of identity and
merchandise including notelets and bookmarks
permanency there in a life which has involved many
which in their own way will spread the news about
moves. It seems also that Hull shares aspects of Cornish
us.
culture: a harsh climate and way of life, an economy based
· The website is to be adapted and updated to
on fishing and a tradition of primitive Methodism in which
make it much easier to use and more attractive for
she and her twin sister always found a warm welcome.
those ‘surfers’ who discover us by accident. In the
She can even lay claim to a sea-faring heritage as an
future it should be possible to sell merchandise
uncle several generations ago was captain of a whaler
and books in this way and to keep members
and also a local preacher. She describes the Cornwall of
posted in a timely fashion.
Wesley’s day and beyond as beautiful and harsh where
·
The work done over the years to trace the mark
working people had to deal with the extremes of life.
made by the Cornish on London is to be brought
In Cornwall, with its special colours and light, she has
together. Initially the newsletter will, once again,
found inspiration not just for her faith but for her own
remind members of interesting places and people
writing and art. Currently she has developed her study of
under the heading ‘A reason to visit...’ All contribustained glass into working with fused glass and this is how
tions to this will be very welcome and the plan is
she spends some of her spare time at home with the
to create a leaflet for visitors to London from both
encouragement of her family. It is not every day that you
Cornwall and Cornish Associations overseas.
find your coffee cup on a beautiful coaster made by your
· Opportunities to raise our profile will be taken by
host any more than you usually find a religious minister
keeping in touch with other London organisations
able to create it. She is full of surprises and with fresh
such as London Historians and meeting those
comments on both family and a life of faith - she has
who have much to tell us such as our new chapcreated a glass cross for the Annual Methodist Conferlain Michaela Youngson and the Director of the
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·

Parliamentary Archive – both of whom have kindly
agreed to see me.
Links with Cornish press will continue to be fostered. Discussions which may well bring The Cornishman online are taking place next year but for
the moment members are invited to contribute
their memories of former times and places or
experiences of revisiting them. We hope to send
many such articles in future but would like to
co-ordinate them through the newsletter editor to
avoid repetition.

and Saturday; 11.00-16.30 Sunday. There is a café on the
premises.
Further information can be found at:
http://www.twotempleplace.org/index.html

We have received the following message and invitation
from Ian Gordon, Hon Secretary of TASC:

The Trelawny’s Army Supporters Club, was founded on
the back of Cornwall’s success in breaking Yorkshire in
that famous final of 1991. We became, I believe, the first
professional Rugby Supporter’s Club in England as we
were formed in February 1993 – so we will be celebrating
A regular series of prompts to help us find the most our 20th Anniversay on the 25th February 2013 at the
interesting locations with a Cornish element in London. Ponsmere Hotel in Perranporth. Our guest speaker will be
Contributions and comments welcome from newsletter Sir John Trelawny who is the patron of TASC.
readers.
Our dinner and entertainment is £21 per ticket, and Carol
Seymour is the contact for those interested. Her phone
The work of Henry Bone
Born in Truro in 1755 this son of a cabinet maker became number is (01872) 859469.
a Royal Academician and was included in the Cornish The Ponsmere Hotel overlooks Perranporth beach and if
Worthies by Tregellas in 1884. His enamels are owned by anyone wishes to stay over, there is a special TASC price
museums across the world but we should find some on of £30 per person for a double room overlooking the sea.
public display in London. The National Portrait Gallery Ring the Ponsmere direct quoting TASC. Their telephone
website suggests two are on show in Room 14; I hope to number is (01872) 572225.
check this out while visiting their ‘Lost Prince’ exhibition.
The Wallace Gallery tell me that two are to be found in a As we often see your members annually at the County
cabinet in West Gallery II, protected from the light by a Away Games, it would be wonderful if some of them could
leather cover. There are two more of these miniature help us celebrate.
masterpieces, however, on the wall in the Front State We do hope that some of our members will take up this
Room including one of Lady Hamilton. Copying portraits invitation.
using enamel on copper is no longer much practised but
these were regarded as some of the best of their time and
fit for three kings in succession – a worthy reason to visit
these wonderful galleries.
Ursula Jeffries

Ursula Jeffries
On Sunday 15 Oct 2012, The John Harris Society held a
festival at the Public Hall in Liskeard, to celebrate the life
of this Cornish miner, poet and preacher. During the
afternoon, his great, great nephews read some of his
poems. There were also songs by the choir Con Brio as
well as a folk opera in which some of Harris’s poems were
set to music.

This is the title of an exhibition that will run from 26th
January to 14th April 2013 at Two Temple Place, London
WC2R 3BD. Held in partnership with Royal Cornwall
Museum, the exhibition will:
· present the most significant grouping of Cornish
artworks to be displayed outside Cornwall in recent decades;
· include the work of many celebrated though often
under-appreciated artists;
· explore artistic representations of the Cornish
figure at work, primarily between 1880 and 1920;
· examine a keen and longstanding artistic interest
in the working landscape and the characteristic
industrial activity taking place along Cornwall’s
coastlines.

Among the guests at this event were Maureen Fuller,
Grand Bard of the Gorsedd Kernow and Duncan Paul
Matthews, the recently elected President of the Federation
of Old Cornwall Societies.
Duncan Paul Matthews
Liskeard OCS

We offer our congratulations to Duncan Paul Matthews
and Priscilla Oates who were recently inducted as President and Vice President of the Federation of Old Cornwall
Societies at County Hall in Truro. Both of them are longstanding members of the LCA and Priscilla was Chairman
in 2003-5.

Two Temple Place was opened in 2011 as London’s first
venue to specifically showcase publicly-owned art from
around the UK, and ‘Amongst Heroes’ is its second exhibition. The venue is closed at present and will not re-open
until the start of the exhibition, when the opening hours will The Association is very proud of these two members and
be: 10.00-16.30 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, wish them well as they serve for the next 3 years.
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Quite unintentionally I left a ‘Cornish legacy’ in the Olympic Park: a Cornish flag pin. Unfortunately the one I wear
on my jacket collar must have unpinned itself and fallen
somewhere among the crowds before I became aware of
my loss. To try to find that particular pin would have been
a far greater challenge than looking for the proverbial
needle in a haystack so with mixed feelings I left my little
bit of Cornwall behind me in Stratford, E15.

Along with many other people in the first half of August I
was in the grip of Olympics fever, and spent hours glued
to the television and hours online every day trying to get
an affordable seat to view an event at one of the venues.
All I achieved was frustration and no ticket, but my luck
changed when it came to the Paralympics and I was
thrilled to get a £5 day pass to the Olympic Park at Lorna Leadbetter
Stratford, where I had a wonderful time seeing some of the
locations which by that time had become iconic. The site
was much larger than I anticipated and well laid out with
waterside walks, green areas and banks of brightly-coloured flowers.
Not for a moment did I expect to find a touch of Cornwall
in the Olympic Park but I hadn’t been there very long when
a stand of ‘Cornish Pasties’ caught my eye. Not believing
that they were the genuine article I enquired where they
came from and received the reply ‘Cornwall’. Undaunted,
I persisted ‘Where in Cornwall?’
It was obvious that
no-one had asked that question before but unfazed by his
eccentric questioner, the young man obligingly disappeared behind the scenes and returned some time later
with the answer that they were Red Tractor pasties from
Portreath. Not greatly the wiser but feeling that I wouldn’t
elicit any further information, I continued on my way. The
pasties certainly smelled very tempting but lunch-time was
several hours away and by then I was at the other end of
the Olympic site.

A sight for sore eyes - an expanse of flowers,
the Gloriana and St Piran

Can anyone shed light on ‘Red Tractor pasties from
Portreath’? I’m familiar with the Red Tractor logo as an
indication that the product can be traced back to a British
farm, and I know there is a Portreath Bakery specialising
in the production and supply of Cornish fare. (Coincidentally, the owner of that bakery will be attending the International Paste Festival in Mexico - see Autumn issue). But
what is a Red Tractor pasty – answers to the Editor please.

On 29 September, the Mayors of Looe and Liskeard joined
other dignitaries and members of the Liskeard OCS at the
Liskeard Town Museum for the handover of a LiskeardLooe Railway Plaque containing a sliver of the original
1857 railway line. The sliver is mounted on a piece of
Much later in my memorable day at the Olympic Park, Cornish Granite and has an inscription engraved on
wandering along the bank of the River Lea Navigation Cornish copper.
Canal and enjoying the vast expanses of flowers and the The last piece of railway line was lifted from between the
late summer sunshine, I was delighted to see the Cornish Looe Bridge and the Banjo Pier, near the Fish Market, and
flag of St Piran flying proudly in company with other sliced into sections by the Bodmin-Wenford Preservation
national and regional flags on the Royal Barge Gloriana. Steam Railway.
The Gloriana was specially commissioned to commemorate The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and was also used to The plaque, which was a gift from the Looe Old Cornwall
Society, to the Liskeard Town Museum, is a reminder of
transport the Olympic flame on the River Thames on 27th how much both communities depended on the railway for
July prior to the Olympics Opening Ceremony.
the transport of people and of goods in the past.
Duncan Paul Matthews
Liskeard OCS

Newquay was the venue for the 50th anniversary celebrations of the LCRFC recently. Former players from various
parts of Cornwall, London and other parts of the UK as
well as Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the USA
attended the various events held over the weekend.
The Club was established in 1962 as the Cornish Exiles
but its name was changed to the London Cornish Rugby
Football Club shortly afterwards.
Cornish pasties at the Olympic Park

We wish them all the best for the next 50 years.
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In the second section, Howdleshows his mastery of the
clay as he models his childhood memories of how the
miner/ farmer broke the sod by the sweat of his brow and
Cornwall’s War Dead
the thrust of the team of horses. A faithful dog walking
2014 will see the centenary of the start of the First World
each furrow completes the vignette.
War. To commemorate this, Cornwall Family History
Society has embarked on an ambitious project to docu- In the third section of the relief, Howdle captures the
ment all men and women with a Cornish connection who miner’s pick and gad digging the ore from the mine, and
lost their lives or served in times of war. They are compil- the miner lifting by hand the rocks he needed to load that
ing a database which already contains over 5,000 names were too heavy to shovel into the steel-wheeled wheel
of war casualties, and estimate that this number could barrow.
more than double. It is planned that the database will lead The landscape, so typical of the area, and so seldom
to the launch of a website which will be freely available, noticed on a daily basis, is expertly captured so that it
not just to members of the Society but to everyone. It will transports one back to an earlier time in this place of our
contain names of casualties of the two World Wars and ‘New Cornwall’. A place without crashing waves and rocky
subsequent conflicts, Korean, Falklands, Northern Ireland shores, but a homeland of new beginning for those who
and Iraq etc.
dared to dream of making a new and better life here in
CFHS would like to enhance the website by recording not Southwest Wisconsin. The Cornish proclaim, “Kernow bys
just names, places and dates but by including other details Vykken”, which means “Cornwall Forever”.
and in particular photographs of individuals, memorials, From the Fall 2012 issue of the newsletter of the Cornish
headstones and other personal information. This is where American Heritage Society
you can help! Do you have a photo of a family member
or a headstone or some other item of memorabilia that you
would be willing to have copied for inclusion in the website? Do you have a little snippet of information that might
link up with another and help to paint a fuller picture?
Very often war casualties were recorded on more than one
memorial, in the parish of residence and at an official
Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery or
memorial, or elsewhere. There are many instances of
casualties being recorded far from where they were born
and lived. As an example, I am currently researching the
case of a man who was born in Cornwall, emigrated to
Canada, served in a Canadian regiment, died in East
London and is buried in the City of London Cemetery at
Manor Park.
If you would like to know more about the Cornwall’s War
Dead Project, or if you have any names, information or
photos that you would be willing to share, or even if you
would like advice on the suitability of material, please
speak to me at one of our events or phone
02089897634/email: leadbetter@lineone.net. I will then
put you in touch with the project leaders in Cornwall.
CFHS will treat all material in a careful and considerate
manner. Wearing my LCA and my CFHS hats, I’ll be very
pleased to hear from you.
Lorna Leadbetter

The newly renovated Mineral Point Public Library has
been selected to be the repository of a Cornish Memorial
bas relief, by local artist Bruce Howdle. The Southwest
Wisconsin Cornish Society commissioned Howdle to create a lasting memorial to depict the Cornish Heritage that
influenced Mineral Point and other areas through-out the
Lead Region of Southwest Wisconsin and northern Illinois.

The Cornish Memorial which has been put up in the
Mineral Point Public Library

Howdle’s relief is created in three sections, and will hang
According to figures recently made available by the Ofon the top floor of the newly renovated library.
fice for National Statistics, Cornwall's resident population
The top section of the bas relief shows the Cornish spirit grew by 6.5%, from 500 000 in 2001 to just under 532
of life through the Chough, a native bird of Cornwall with 000 in 2011. There were also 100 more people on the
vibrant legs and beaks, along with the majestic fold of their Isles of Scilly, bringing its population to 2 200.
wings in flight.
The 2011 Census was the first in which people were able
to identify themselves as ‘Cornish’ under ethnicity.
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About eighteen months ago many of us were lucky
enough to hear a talk about John Passmore Edwards, the
nineteenth century philanthropist. London Cornish members who take an interest in his London legacy might like
to know how the guardian of his memory is getting on.
Dean Evans author of Funding the Ladder, which tells his
story, has won an award from the Cornish publisher Holyer an Gof in their non-fiction section devoted to industry
and heritage. Dean puts all proceeds from sales toward
the fund to restore the Blackwater Institute near Hayle in
Cornwall where JPE began his quest for literacy for all.
Raising money for any project is getting tougher but do
look at the website dedicated to an almost obsessive
supporter of libraries who left such a mark on London. His
name lives on in some buildings such as the facade of
Whitechapel gallery but is receding with the closure of
libraries and removal of many of his more utilitarian donations such as horse troughs and drinking fountains. The
former Haggerston library, a stunning building, has been
adapted into apartments and I wonder how long it will be
before the local residents will have forgotten about the
man whose name is recorded there on a memorial plaque.

If I hadn’t popped into the Crypt of St Martin-in-the-Fields
for a quick bite to eat, I would have missed a really
delightful and unusual exhibition, one to which Cornwall
made a small contribution. The exhibition came about as
the result of a project by the Embroiderers’ Guild to welcome athletes of the world, and is described as ‘a tribute
in stitch’. The colourful and imaginative display consists
of nearly 3,000 embroidered postcard-sized images depicting the life and times of over 200 sporting nations.
Each country is represented by a series of textile images
opening out like a concertina book of postcards and illustrating national flags and costumes, flora, fauna, food,
currency, landmarks and crafts. A wide variety of materials and embroidering techniques have been used by the
200+ branches and individual members of the Guild to
create this remarkable display.

The project began in April 2010 and it was felt that, some
sporting nations being somewhat unfamiliar, the fairest
way of allocating the countries (from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe) would be to draw them at random. The nation that
fell to the Cornwall Branch of the Guild (which meets
monthly at the Women’s Institute HQ, Threemilestone),
was the small Southern African Kingdom of Swaziland. Ursula Jeffries
Arranged in alphabetical order of country, the 11 images
contributed by Cornwall to illustrate Swaziland are sandwiched between Suriname (embroidered by Blackheath)
and Sweden (embroidered by Basingstoke).
The first image depicts the national flag of Swaziland: five On 26 Oct, members of the Liskeard and Looe Old
unequal horizontal stripes of blue (representing peace), Cornwall Societies, gathered at the sixteenth century,
yellow (for the country’s mineral wealth) and crimson private chapel at Trelawne Manor near Pelynt, for a
(symbolising battle), an African black and white shield, two celebratory Evensong. The service was led by Rev Keith,
assegais and a staff decorated with feather tassels (repre- Lanyon-Jones, Vicar of St Cleer. Lessons were read in
senting monarchy). Other images show Swazi arts and Cornish, by Mr Mike Smith of St Cleer and in English by
crafts, a homestead scene and various examples of wild- Mr Duncan Paul Matthews, jPresident of the Federation of
Old Cornwall Societies, and of the Liskeard Old Cornwall
life, my favourite being the beautifully stitched zebra.
Society.
I’m sorry that you won’t have the opportunity of seeing the
After the service, a cream tea was served by Carole Vivien
exhibition in person as it closed on 22nd September and at Trelawne Manor, in front of a roaring log fire.
also that those of you who don’t see our Newsletter online
won’t be able to appreciate the brilliant colours used in the The Liskeard & Looe OCS, are most grateful to the Manager of Trelawne Manor Estate, Mr Duncan Lancaster, for
stitching.
giving permission to use the chapel.
Lorna Leadbetter
Duncan Paul Matthews (Liskeard)
Cornwall’s contribution to the Embroiderers Guild’s ‘Tribute in Stitch’ project
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down in the village. While walking up the road to the
engine house, I met a gentleman who lives in one of them.
A visit to an area you have never been to before can be
great fun – and there is always the possibility of some
unexpected treats…I had one of these on a recent visit to
Ireland
Having visited only Dublin on a previous trip to Ireland, I
decided that on this occasion, I was going to venture
further to experience some of the countryside and the
dramatic coastlines for which the ‘Emerald Isle’ is famed.
And what better place to achieve this but on the Beara
Peninsula.
Like many travellers today, I started my planning with a
‘google’ search to identify what there is to see and do in
the area and discovered that a settlement at the very tip of
the peninsula, Allihies, had been an important copper
mining area from the time copper veins were discovered
in 1812 until 1884. But, what surprised me – and was the
clinching factor in my decision to go to Allihies – is that
The engine house at Mountain Mine, Allihies
many Cornish mine captains, miners and craftsmen were
employed in the mines. I really had to go and find out more! During my conversation with the lady at the museum, she
After a spectacular drive down the east coast of the pointed to a nearby house and said that the last two
peninsula, I arrived in the village. The first place I visited descendents of the Cornish miners who are still living in
was the Mining Museum in the old Methodist Church the area could be found there. The idea of meeting two
which was built by Cornish miners in 1845. After a deli- ‘Cornishmen’ in Western Ireland was very tempting – so I
cious cream tea (not clotted cream!) I went into the muse- knocked on their door. Two gentlemen, William and Harry
um itself which, although small, was beautifully laid out Hodges, answered. Willie still lives in Allihies while Harry
and most interesting. One of the first things that I noticed lives in Stansted. It was my luck that he was visiting his
was a St Piran’s flag and an information board about the brother for a holiday and so I got to meet him. Sadly, Tom,
the other brother who normally lives in Allihies, was not
Cornish miners.
there. We spent some time talking about the old days and
their Cornish Ancestry. They told me that they were still
trying to confirm their lineage, although the fact that an
aunt, who recently turned 100, told them that their ancestor came to Allihies from Cornwall in the 1840s as a
Preacher-Farmer seems to support the idea that they are
of Cornish stock. This gentleman worked at the Methodist
Church and looked after the spiritual needs of the Cornish
living there.

Methodist Church used by Cornish miners
The area is fascinating, and the several engine houses
dotted around provide evidence of past mining activities.
The most prominent of these, which sits on the mountain
above the village, was installed by Cornish engineers
Michael Loam and Son in 1862.
There are plans to develop the area and make the most of
its mining heritage and already, there is a ‘mining trail’.
While I was at the museum, I had the good fortune to meet
one of the people involved in this project. She told me a bit Harry and William Hodges - the last local descendents of
Cornish miners
about the history of the area and said that when doing the
research, they are working closely with the Trevithick
After chatting for a while, I had to set off for my B&B some
Society in Cornwall.
distance away. What a wonderful day. Not only did I see
She showed me on a map where the ‘Cornish Village’ had some incredible scenery, but I had the unexpected pleasbeen. Sadly there are only a few ruins today, although ure of meeting two gentlemen who shared, to a certain
there are a couple of houses built by the Cornish lower extent, my Cornish heritage.
Liz Broekmann
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Two quotes from the display in Allihies Mining that epic journey nearly 200 years ago. Word spread
among the students and my friends so that nearly every
Museum:
Cornwall has an ancient history of copper mining. It was to
Cornwall therefore that John Puxley looked for his first
mine managers or ‘captains’. Captain Edward Nettle arrived from St Agnes in 1812 to be followed by Captain
Richard Martin and John Richards Reed in 1816. John
Reed stayed until his death in 1852, aged 65, to be
followed as manager by his son, also called John Reed.
… Dhe Gov an Tus Bal Kernow (In memory of the Cornish
miners)

time I sat down to a meal I had to tell – and re-tell – the
story. I found it moving each time – such heroism and
almost certainly men from Praze among them. I must say,
it gave me a boost and a feeling of great pride, not least
when I told them of my family’s connection with the pasty.

I’ve been to over a hundred countries, but never have I
received a warmer welcome than in Mexico. The Cornish
connection enlivened every day, but I’m sorry not to have
had the chance of actually eating the Mexican version. I
was assured it was highly flavoured with various ‘salsas’
Mark Reed was mine captain at Allihies from 1821 to (sauces), but I hope eating one will be high on the list of
1838. At one point, he was an agent in some large mines priorities next time.
in Co. Cork. He found the Irish, of whom they employed
700, very tractable. Some Cornishmen who they had over Michael Bourdeaux
when the ground was soft were very unmanageable; it
was found necessary to make a rule that going to a public
house should be punished with dismissal – this checked
their misconduct.
From the newsletter of the Southern Sons of Cornwall
The sea surrounds the Land’s End peninsular on three
sides – the Atlantic Ocean is to the north & west and the
English Channel is to the south. Where there is water
Mexico was a new country to me – my travel record tells there are fish. And in days gone by, when fishermen
me that I drove over the border for three hours from San sailed their boats and spread their nets, there were folkDiego, California, nearly forty years ago and that I spent tales to be caught as well.
most of my time in a traffic jam! This time, though, I was
excited, because this was a personal invitation, not a Often these tales were told by a special kind of story telltourist trip. A former student of mine invited me to give a er called Lord of the Praa. The Praa was a strip of sand
public lecture and two seminars on human rights and or pebbles where the village fishing fleet was beached,
religious liberty in Russia (the subject of my lifelong study). and where the fisherfolk gathered to sort and salt the fish
It was a memorable experience, as 270 people came to and untangle and mend their nets. The Lord of the Praa
hear the lecture at Querétaro University. I spoke in Eng- was always one of the aged men, too old to go out with
lish, but my text had been translated into Spanish, so they the boats anymore. He would sit on a rock on the Praa,
could have it in front of them, if they wished. Most under- still as a stone himself, looking at and listening to the
stood English, though. At the seminars no one needed a ocean. His eyes saw things that younger eyes did not
translation, as the students were completely fluent in notice, and his ears were tuned to the songs of the sea.
His stories were of the sea too, and of days long since
English – and they wouldn’t let me stop talking.
past.
Querétaro is in central Mexico, about two hours drive north
of Mexico City, an ancient Spanish colonial town, beauti- Early Cornishmen believed that the ocean was ruled by a
fully preserved; the countryside around, too, is lovely, mighty god named Llyr. Sometimes Llyr was generous
studded by many craters of extinct volcanoes and the land and kind. But he could be wicked and bad tempered as
very fertile and green (September was the end of the rainy well, and blow sudden gales and high winds that would
season, but we had dry weather). The city is expanding break ships and sailors upon rocks. Fishermen tried to
rapidly and is reckoned to be one of the most prosperous read the winds and waves like words in a book and learn
places in Mexico to live and work. This area is not on the the whims of Llyr.
Llyr was not alone in the ocean. There were Hoopers,
tourist trail, but it should be.
What is the relevance of all this to Cornwall? Well, I’ve strange small Sea People. Hoopers lived close to the
been avid reader of the London Cornish Association shore, especially near Sennen Cove. They were never
Newsletter for as long as I can remember (I live and am seen, for they hid from humans in great clouds of mist
retired in Oxford, but spent the first 26 years of my life at and fog. But they could be heard hooting and whooping,
Praze-an-Beeble, where my late father was the village warning the fishermen of storms to come. That is how
baker – and was once described on the radio as the ‘pasty they got their name.
king of Cornwall’). So, since the time I first heard of the There were also mermen, mermaids and merchildren,
Cornish in Mexico – and their enduring predilection for fish-tailed descendants of Llyr. Mermen and merchildren
always stayed in the salty depths. But mermaids swam in
‘pastes’ - I’ve always want to go there.
As it happened, and by remarkable coincidence, the Au- streams and ponds as well. Often they could be heard
tumn 2012 issue of the magazine came soon before I set singing and sometimes they were even seen. There were
off and it contained the wonderful articles by Ursula Jef- those who believed that to catch a glimpse of a mermaid
fries and Lorna Leadbetter about the Cornish in Mexico. I brought bad luck.
took the copy with me and it was soon being photocopied “The Mermaid of Zennor” is one of the oldest of all Corall over the place. Everyone knew about ‘pastes’ and nish tales.
something of mining in Real del Monte, but no one I met Tales from the Droll-Teller Retold by Shirley Climo
knew the story of how the Cornish miners navigated and
then hauled the mining equipment all the way there during
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My father had a number of older cousins, one with the
somewhat unusual forename of Elga. I remember her as
a very tiny lady, well under 5feet in height, pale and
wizened, who shuffled around on a built-up, laced surgical
boot. We never asked questions about her condition, just
accepting her as she was and assuming she had been
born with a leg deformity. If only I’d known years ago what
I’ve discovered recently, I could have had some very
interesting conversations with Elga.
Puzzled because I couldn’t find her and her parents in the
1901 census for Gwennap, although her older brother was
a lodger with his aunt (my grandmother), I extended my
search outside Cornwall even though I didn’t expect to
locate them. To my surprise there was a patient in the
London Hospital, Whitechapel, called Elgar (sic) Martin,
born Carharrack, Cornwall. That sounded very much like
one of the missing people I was searching for. Further
internet searching revealed that patients’ records of a
number of East End hospitals are held at the Royal London Archives and viewable by appointment (see
http://www.bartsandthelondon.nhs.uk/aboutus/museums-and-archives/the-royal-london-archives/). I
duly made an appointment and slowly, with the assistance
of the Archivist, details of Elga’s story emerged although,
as with all stories, the more answers I found, the more
questions remained!
Elga is listed in several indexes and registers and these
led eventually to her daily ward record, although this has
been transferred to microfilm which is extremely difficult to
decipher and unfortunately is so long that only a few
pages have been filmed. The amazing facts that came to
light are that at the age of eight she was a patient in the
London Hospital for no less than 80 days, a whole lifetime
to a child. Now I know the date of her admission and
discharge, her ward, the names of her consultant, her
house surgeon, her dresser (for surgical dressings not
clothing!), the diagnosis and the treatment.
It seems that Elga was not born with a deformed leg after
all; she had the usual childhood illnesses of measles and
whooping cough but was a fairly healthy girl until the age
of five when her knee began to swell and she began to
limp. Following attempts to straighten her knee (presumably in Cornwall), pain set in. How she came to be
referred to the London Hospital remains unclear but I
understand that because it was a voluntary hospital her
treatment there would have been free. My guess is that
she travelled by train from Redruth to Paddington, and
thence across London to Whitechapel, accompanied by
her parents, and that the reason I can’t find them in the
1901 census is because they were in lodgings somewhere
and not counted. Perhaps they obtained temporary work
in the metropolis (her father was a carpenter) to be close
to their daughter, although I gather that visiting hours in
those days were not nearly as frequent and flexible as
they are today.

Elga had a series of injections at intervals, but over time it
was noted that these were followed by a rise in temperature, accompanied by pulse irregularities. On some days
Elga was well and not in pain, but apparently caused
concern on others. Comments like ‘patient less noisy
today’ made me wonder if she was crying with pain and
distress, or just wanting to behave like a playful child.
Eventually, after a temperature spike to 102.4, it was
decided to discontinue the injections. Ten days later Elga
was ‘sent home in gum and chalk splint’. I don’t know
what further treatment she received on her return to Cornwall, other than presumably a continuous supply of orthopaedic boots. From my recollection, her mobility was
severely impaired so life cannot have been at all easy.
However, perhaps the treatment in London was beneficial
in some way as she survived to the age of 83.
The London Hospital is now known as the Royal London
and is part of the Barts Health NHS Group. By coincidence I was a patient, and am now a volunteer, at a local
hospital in the same Health Group. By coincidence I have
a knee problem, although this is age-related and I did not
suffer as a child. By coincidence I too had a series of
injections which did not work, although they were done in
clinic and did not involve even an overnight stay. When it
came to surgery, I was in hospital for only five days, which
at the time seemed more like five weeks. I cannot begin
to imagine what it would be like to be in hospital for 80
days as a child of eight! Over 100 years separate my
hospital treatment from Elga’s. If only we could speak to
each other now and exchange experiences! I would really
love to know what she remembered of her time in London
and what her life had been like, both before and after. She
might even be interested to know how different hospital life
is today. To me her story is far more interesting than my
own, but I wouldn’t want to have lived her life!
Lorna Leadbetter

Hayle’s bid to become the home of a new multimillion
pound county archive has failed. Instead, Redruth was
chosen as the venue by Cornwall Council. The old brewery site will be the location for the new records office.

The diagnosis of the London Hospital consultant who
examined her leg “under chloroform”, was that she had a
tubercular knee. He advised against an operation and
suggested injections of tuberculin, which was then in
extensive use to treat tuberculosis of the joints, especially
in children. It was subsequently found to be of little or no
practical value for this purpose, although is still in use in
high dilution as a skin test (e.g. tuberculin testing of cattle).
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The Cornish Christmas minced pie was formerly made
oblong in shape, in imitation of the manger. The following recipe is recorded as having been handed down in
the same family for generations.
A pound of beef suet chopped fine
A pound of currants,
A pound of raisins,
A pound of apples,
Two or three eggs,
And allspice - all beaten very finely and sweetened to
taste with a little salt and as much brandy and wine as
you like.
Presumably, the cooks used their favourite pastry
recipe for the pie crust.
From newsletter of the Ballarat Branch of the CAV

This was organised and hosted by the Southern Sons of
Cornwall. As part of the celebration, there was a Bardic
The South West Wisconsin Cornish Society held their
Assembly, the first to be held in New South Wales.
annual Harvest Potluck Meal early in November.
Each year, the Association holds an art competition. The
The Society has had some good things to celebrate over
theme for the annual Art Competition in 2013 is a geneathe last 18 months, including the successful hosting of the
logical story with a Cornish connection. The winner, who
16th Gathering of Cornish Cousins and the news that one will be announced at the AGM in February, will get to hold
of their members, Flora ‘Tommi’ O’Hagan ( who is also a the coveted Celtic Cross for the next year.
member of the LCA) was awarded the Paul Smales Award
In September, members of the Cornish Association of
at this year’s Gorsedd.
New South Wales enjoyed a picnic outing to Muogamarra
The latest newsletter of the Society reports that a memori- Reserve. This reserve is a conservation area so is not
al bas relief has been installed in the newly renovated often open to visitors. Many spring flowers were in eviMineral Point Public Library and Archives. It was sculpted dence.
by local artist Bruce Howdle and is dedicated to the Cornish immigrants who came to the Upper Mississippi Valley Some of the CANSW joined with other Cornish people at
Nelson Bay for the 5th Clans on the Coast Festival. Some
Lead Region
marched in the parade, showing off their flag and Cornish
The Fall newsletter of the Cornish American Heritage
tartan. Although most people at the Festival are Scottish,
Society reports that the California Cousins got together
other Celts were made welcome.
in the eastern sierra for a very successful 21st Annual
Gathering. Guests at the Friday night dinner included Mike In November, the group went on an outing to Old Governand Juliet Kiernan from Cornwall. Mike is the Director of ment House and Paramatta Park. In the advert for this
event, they were asked which of the Governors who have
the Cornish Global Migration Programme.
lived there had a Cornish background. We look forward to
the next newsletter to find out the names.
CANADA

USA

The AGM of the Toronto Cornish Association in August
was a very damp affair because of heavy rainfall. Fortunately it tapered off later and the annual barbecue could
go ahead as planned. Member Ed Redgwell provided
some aged Cornish mead which was a welcome, warming
addition to the event!
At their September meeting Sher Leetooze, author, genealogist and expert in all things Cornish, particularly of the
many who settled in Ontario, gave a talk entitled ‘The
Cornish of old Durham County: the Religious Traditions
and trades they brought to Durham’. She showed how
hard life was for those early settlers when she said that
emigrants who had a land grant in Darlington in the 1830’s
had to clear five acres with only a hand held axe, and then
build a log cabin to live in. The earliest church was Wesleyan Methodist and was built in Bowmanville in 1848.
Later there were churches or chapels every mile and a
half.

The Cornish Association of Victoria will hold their
Christmas lunch on 8th December. Their first meeting of
the New Year will take place on 16th January when members of the ‘Cornwall’s Calling’ tour group who visited
Cornwall in April this year will talk about their visit.
At their August meeting, the members of the Ballarat
Branch of the Cornish Association of Victoria heard
John Mildren give a talk on pirates around the Cornish
coast. With the laws being made in London, and Cornwall
being a long distance away, many traders thought that
‘piracy’ was fair game and even the so called ‘gentry’ were
involved.
In October, 43 members went on an outing to Berringa
where they learned about the history of the area. After
morning tea, they celebrated several birthdays, including
the 80th birthday of their President, John Mildren.

The Geelong Branch of the Cornish Association of
At their November meeting they heard a talk on Bal Maid- Victoria held their Annual Dinner on 21st November.
ens. On the 9th December, they will hold their annual
NEW ZEALAND
Christmas party with ‘Cornish-themed merriment’.
During November, the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall
AUSTRALIA
visited New Zealand. As this year is the New Zealand
Planning is well underway for next year’s Kernewek Lo- Cornish Association’s 50th anniversary, the President
wender which will take place from 21st to 26th May 2013. and Secretary, Nick Bartle, wrote to Clarence House to
There has been considerable rethinking on program ven- see whether there was some way that the NZCA could
ues and possible changes of events. Next year, Kernewek participate in the visit. Sadly, this was not possible.
Lowender will celebrate its 40th year and it is hoped that
the planned changes will help ensure that the festival
continues for another 40 years. More information on KL
and the programme for next year’s event can be found on
their website - www.kernewek.org

The Association has been compiling an anniversary booklet and has been appealing to members to contribute
photos, stories and mementoes to make the booklet as
complete and interesting as possible.

The Christchurch Branch’s August meeting was a cele-

The highlight of the past few months in Australia has bration of the 50th anniversary of the NZCA. After a pro
undoubtedly been the Cornish Cultural Celebration which gramme comprising poems and short talks, including one
was held in Shoalhaven, NSW, from 26th to 28th October. on Bishop Trelawny, President Les Mitchell gave a short
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talk on the history of the NZCA and Jean Harry then cut a
special anniversary cake. After ‘Hail to the Homeland’,
there was a rousing rendition of Trelawny, followed by the
traditional cry of Oggy, Oggy, Oggy. OY, OY, OY

of genetically similar people were identified by plotting
them on a map of the British Isles based on the centre
point of the grandparents’ birthplaces. The project also
aims to show similarities in face shapes and is linked to
the history and geography of surnames. The point of the
The Branch celebrated its 45th anniversary in September. study was to trace racial origins, backgrounds and moveThe past year has been a rather quiet one for the Cornish ments of the inhabitants of the UK.
Interest Group of the New Zealand Society of Genealo- Welsh and Cornish people were among the most genetigists but they are already making plans to participate in cally distinct groups. One theory for the differences is that
the Family History Fair in August 2013. In March this year, they are a ‘relic’ population, tracing their ancestry back to
they took part in the Thames Research Day. The attend- the tribes that colonised Britain after the last Ice Age
ance at this event was moderate, reflecting the effect 10,000 years ago. This builds on earlier work by Oxford
internet research is having on the Group’s Research Days. Prof Stephen Oppenheimer, who developed a theory that
The CIG’s Spring newsletter has a comprehensive ac- the Celtic peoples of the UK (Scots, Irish, Welsh and
count of research by Jay Venables on the Sawle’s of Cornish) were descended from populations inhabiting the
Atlantic Coast when mainland Britain was still physically
Penrice, which is most interesting.
attached to continental Europe.
UK
Remarkably the recent study found that Cornish people
Members of the Thames Valley Cornish Association still show distinct DNA patterns from the neighbouring
held their annual picnic on the banks of the Thames in county of Devon. The clear division between the two
July. This year, the group had to sit in the shade of a tree could be evidence that the rivalry and antipathy between
them has lasted for thousands of years helped by geo– something which has not happened for a while!
graphical barriers like the Tamar River. It may also have
At their AGM, member Ossie Williams gave an interesting something to do with the fact that Devonians eat scones
talk on Joseph Treffry who gained control of the Fowey in their cream teas and put the cream on first!
Consols mine, built Par harbour and a waterway connection to it, built Treffry viaduct and bought Newquay harbour This summary is taken from Sept/Oct Newsletter of the
Cornish Association of New Zealand.
and built tramway links to it.
The Association’s annual lunch, which was held in a new
venue in Windsor, was well attended and enjoyed by all.
They returned there for their popular Christmas Warm-up
On 21st October, there were great celebrations at Bendigo
event in November.
th
Members of the Midlands Cornish Association continue Railway Station to mark the 150 anniversary of the railway
line
from
Melbourne
to
Bendigo
(or Sandhurst as it
to meet on a fairly regular basis. They recently lost a long
was
then
known).
In
the
early
days,
this
line was used to
standing member, Barbara Davies, who was secretary of
transport
Cornish
miners
and
their
families
to the minethe Association for many years. She was an enthusiastic
fields.
member who was devoted to Cornwall and will be remembered for her talk on Fowey and its connection with A large R Class Steam engine Number 711(City of BendiDaphne du Maurier.
go ) pulled a passenger train from Melbourne, a journey
Torbay Cornish Association members have had a cou- which took over 4 hours because of the crowds along the
ple of very interesting talks as well as some music at their route.
meetings in recent months. They will hold their annual In Bendigo, the current Mayor, who was dressed up as Clr
dinner early in December.
Burrowes, the Mayor of Bendigo in 1862, greeted One and
All and welcomed them to the celebrations. An important
part of those celebrations was the Bendigo Brass Band
which was itself celebrating 150 years.
Don’t forget to contact the London Cornish AssociThanks to Tom and Libby Luke for this item.
ation and let us know when you are coming. If
possible, we would love to meet you.
Contact The Editor - Liz Broekmann
Email: editor@londoncornish.co.uk

A warm welcome awaits you at the
London Cornish Association

Oxford University and the Wellcome Trust Centre for
Human Genetics have carried out a study known as the
People of the British Isles Project involving over 2,000
people across the UK.
Participants were required to have all four grandparents
born in their local area. After analysing their DNA, groups
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The train which took part in the celebrations. Note the
photographers along the line.

I hope you all had a good summer, even though the
weather was a bit ‘yes and no’! Well, summer is now
behind us and we are rapidly approaching Christmas yet
again.
Regarding our membership status, I can report that as at
the beginning of November, it has remained at 241. There
have been no new members or resignations. Again thank
you to all who have paid their Annual Subscriptions, and
particularly to those who also made donations.

So, join the London Cornish Association and come along
to a meeting. You don’t know who you may meet.
These days many people rely a great deal on the electronic world for communicating, but as I have asked before,
have they considered what they would do if there is a
major electrical power failure? Don’t say it won’t happen,
it could. Last year when there was that earthquake at
Christchurch in New Zealand, I tried to phone some
friends out there. Amazingly, I was connected as fast as a
local call in this country. They said they had no water, gas
or electricity so, of course, computers were inoperative
and communication by email was not possible, but fortunately the basic telephone was usable and we were able
to talk to each other.

Hopefully, we can recruit more new members. Repeating
what I always ask, please do what you can to encourage
other people to join the Association. We know that Cornish
people and those with Cornish connections are always
very proud of Cornwall. Try and encourage them to come
along to functions where they can meet, mix and enjoy Thinking the of weather, a friend of mine has a holiday
personal face to face friendships with other Cornish peo- property in Cornwall that they let out through an agent. In
October someone chose to complain about anything they
ple.
Our membership is made up of people of all ages. In the could find, which included pulling the washing machine out
past, I have mentioned long-standing members but I feel in the kitchen and moaning that there was ‘dust on it’. But
this may put younger people off joining as they could think the classic complaint was that ‘there were leaves falling
we are a group of OAPs. This is not so, but it does show from the trees’. How petty and stupid can you get? It is
that some people retain their membership for as long as autumn. Did they think that the owner or the agent would
they can. We must not let this put off new members. come and stick the leaves back on the trees!?
Membership is not about age. It is about our pride in being Talking about trees, hasn’t this autumn been gorgeous
with the colours of the trees? There was no need to go on
Cornish by birth, descent, marriage or connection.
Things change over time: I was looking in my ‘Kelly’s holiday to New England or the east coast of Canada to
Directory of Cornwall for 1897’ and automatically went to enjoy autumn. We don’t get it every year so admire it while
Hayle as that was where I was brought up (not in 1897!) you can.
We have another winter approaching. Will it be wet? Will
it be dry? Will it be very cold? Will we have any snow? It’s
‘Hayle is a manufacturing town. The most important indus- like the lottery, we will have to wait and see.
trial establishments in Cornwall are located here. The Now we come to my regular question. Do you know of any
engineering works of Messrs. Harvey and Co. Limited, Cornish people or descendents who might be interested in
who are largely engaged in the making of steam engines joining us? If so, then please give them details of the LCA,
and boilers, as well as mine machinery, forges and rope or of your local Cornish Association. There is the possibilfactories, employ in all about 500 persons. At Hayle and ity that they might be interested in joining and becoming
Copperhouse are two important flour mills, worked on the one of our new members. Tell them to contact me at the
roller system, and belonging to Messrs. Hosken, address below or, send me their names and addresses so
Trevithick, Polkinghorn and Co. Limited; Messrs. Pool that I can send them a membership application form.
have a factory at Copperhouse for making the fine wire Hopefully we will see an increase in membership.
work which is used in the Camborne and Redruth tin
Once again, I hope you have enjoyed these meanderings
mines.’
and that they help to encourage you to continue your
Haven’t things changed!
membership.
I have often referred to ‘days gone by’. If you have moved Finally I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
away from Cornwall you must often recall people, events New Year.
and places whether you are younger or older. That is what
Cornish Associations are for - somewhere you can meet Kernow bys vyken.
other people who are also proud of their Cornish connec- Graham Pearce, ‘Pengwyth’, 17 Trellyn Close, Barming,
tions. Also it is a small world and you never know who you MAIDSTONE, Kent, ME 16 9EF. Telephone (01622)
may meet or who knows your friends or has connections 7271267
with your home town.
and I read:

Mentioning ‘a small world’… whilst on holiday earlier this
year I heard a waiter talking in the hotel restaurant and I
thought he said he was from Cornwall, so when he served
us, I asked if he was from Cornwall. He proudly said ‘yes’
and when I then asked ‘where’, he said ‘the Helford area’.
When my wife then said ‘I’m from Feock’ he immediately
responded that his relatives are in Feock. Small world! He
not only knew the area but the same people over a
number of years.
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Cornwall ’s ruined tin mines have been named among the
world ’s 27 ‘must see places before you die’ by a top US
broadcaster. Cornish tin mine has joined the Taj Mahal,
Sydney Opera House and the Northern Lights in the top
sights in the world to see. American broadcaster, CNN
says the tin mines are a ‘dramatic counterpoint’ to the wild
seas of the Cornish coast.
From the Fall 2012 newsletter of the Cornish American
Heritage Society

Here are a couple of new publications which may be of On Saturday 2 November 2013, The Cornish Federation
interest to our readers…
of Male Voice Choirs will present a Massed Choir Charity
Concert at The Royal Albert Hall.

A Silence that Speaks: a Family Story Through The details of the 2013 concert are as follows:
and Beyond the Holocaust.
By Susan Soyinka
Publ: DB Publishing

The Cornish Federation of Male Voice Choirs presents a
Massed Male Voice Choir Charity Concert
at

Members who attended the Family History Day in April
2011 will have had the pleasure of hearing Susan Soyinka
talking about the evacuation of Jewish children from London to Cornwall. Some people bought copies of her book
From East End to Land's End, the Evacuation of Jews'
Free School, London, to Mousehole in Cornwall during
World War Two.

THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL on 2 NOVEMBER 2013
at 7.30pm
Conductors:
Stephen Lawry, Elaine Tangye, Judith Pinguey
and Phil Taylor

Susan has recently published her second book, which
was 18 years in the making. It is called A Silence That
Speaks, a Family Story Through and Beyond the Holocaust. The book traces her family history back through
eight generations into the heart of Europe. You can find
out more on her blog:
http://susansoyinka.wordpress.com/ .

with
CORNWALL CAMBIATA
and
CORNWALL YOUTH ORCHESTRA

The book can be pre-ordered through either the publisher
at http://www.dbpublishing.co.uk/ (01332 384 235) or
through Amazon - www.amazon.co.uk/books

Organist:
Jonathan Delbridge
Compere:
Bishop Tim Thornton

Sampans and Saffron Cake
By Richard Lewis
Publ: Kenwater Books
This book is based on the diaries of Fritz Lewis, a merchant seaman who travelled to many parts of the world
before returning to Cornwall to marry and bring up a family
and gives an insight into life in Southern China and Cornwall in the early 1900s.
A review of this book will appear in the Spring 13 edition
of the newsletter.
The author of the book, Richard Lewis, is offering LCA
members copies of the book to at the discounted price of
£10 (post free) – cheaper than Amazon! You can contact
him at Kenwater Books, 14a Green Lane, Leominster,
Herefordshire, HR6 8QJ.

Slow Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly
By Kirsty Fergusson
Publ: Bradt Travel Guides

Charities:
RNLI, Cornwall Hospices, Radio Cornwall Charity Appeal
The Federation is committed to promoting male voice
singing, particularly in Cornwall, encouraging young people to sing and become involved with music. Cornwall
boasts many highly talented and enthusiastic young musicians, as demonstrated by the concert's guest artistes,
Cambiata (a group of young male singers aged between
12 and 25, which performed earlier this year at The Royal
Albert Hall) and the Cornwall Youth Orchestra.
Tickets for the concert will be available from 1st December 2012 from the Box Office of The Royal Albert Hall:
www.royalalberthall.com Tel: 0845 401 5045.
If you want a taste of the good things to come, visit the
Federation’s website http://www.fed-cornishchoirs.org.uk/
and listen to the choir’s rendition of Trelawny. I am sure it
will have you rushing to buy your ticket for next year’s
concert!

This is a practical guide to Cornwall which is also a good
read in its own right. It contains details on eating, drinking,
walking, cycling, history, natural history and local heritage
and its interviews with locals – from blacksmiths and
bakers to artists and fishermen - provide a colourful picture of life in Cornwall.

The deadline for the next issue of the
LCA Newsletter is

5th February 2013
Please send all contributions to:
Liz Broekmann
The Editor
1 Stephenson Drive
Windsor
SL4 5LG

This book, which has had an excellent review from the
Cornwall Sustainable Tourism Project (CoaST), has been
shortlisted for the Travel Guide Book of the Year.
Copies can be bought online from the publisher –
www.bradtguides.com
or
from
Amazon
www.amazon.co.uk

Or email to editor@londoncornish.co.uk
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